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Two men arrested in Mont Belvieu shooting 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

According to Jami Na-
varre, Barbers Hill ISD 
spokeswoman, the district 
currently has 15 active 
coronavirus cases among 
its 5,800 students and over 
1,000 employees in last 
week’s updated report.

“We are the only dis-
trict, to our knowledge, 
providing free testing for 
non-symptomatic staff 
members at their request,” 
Navarre said. “We’ve test-
ed 32 to date with zero pos-
itive cases. 

“And to show the abun-
dance of caution the dis-
trict is taking, we have 
quarantined over 200 staff/
students since the start of 
school over eight weeks 
ago, and only two of those 
individuals tested positive 
for COVID-19.”

Navarre added to date, 
the district has spent $2.3 
million to “ensure our safe-
ty protocols for COVID-19 
are the best among schools 
in the state.”

Dennis Wagner, Anahuac 
ISD superintendent, said 
his district had reported one 
positive COVID-19 case 
since Aug. 13. 

“That person was quar-
antined for 14 days and is 
now back in school,” Wag-
ner said.

Wagner said a letter was 
sent to parents and staff dis-
trict-wide concerning the 
one case. 

THE BAYTOWN SUN
Two suspects are in custody 

and a woman is being treated for 
a gunshot wound following an in-
cident Friday afternoon in Mont 
Belvieu.

The Mont Belvieu Police De-
partment received multiple 911 
calls about a shooting at the Stuart 
Apartments 10527 Langston Dr., 
at 3:06 p.m. Chambers County 
Sheriff’s Department units who 
heard the radio call responded and 
were able to get a description of 

the suspects and their vehicle from 
witnesses and left in pursuit of the 
suspect vehicle – a small silver se-
dan with no front bumper. 

Both Mont Belvieu Police De-
partment and Mont Belvieu Fire 
Department units arrived on scene 
and found one 24-year-old female 
patient with a gunshot wound to 
the ribs on the right side of her 
body. After ensuring the patient 
was stable, MBFD transported her 
to a waiting Life Flight aircraft 
that was then flown to Memorial 

Hermann Hospital for teatment.
While MBPD officers contin-

ued processing the scene, Cham-
bers County Sheriff’s Office and 
Baytown Police Department units 
identified and stopped two male 
subjects in a vehicle fitting the 

eyewitness’ description in the 200 
block of Archer Road in Baytown. 
The two male subjects were taken 
into custody and transported back 
to Mont Belvieu. At about this 
same time, an off-duty DPS troop-
er reported finding a 9mm pistol in 
the street on the northeast corner 
of Archer Road and Main Street. 
The trooper secured the weapon 
until a Chambers County deputy 
could retrieve it.

The two male subjects were tak-
en to Mont Belvieu Police Depart-

ment pending charges of aggravat-
ed assault with a deadly weapon 
and aggravated robbery.

“This was a great collaborative 
effort today,” said MBPD Interim 
Chief of Police Steve Ferguson. 
“Excellent work by all responding 
agencies resulted in a peaceful res-
olution. We are very thankful that 
there were no additional injuries as 
a result of this incident. And, we 
are hoping for the best for the vic-
tim of today’s crime.”

Keith Carlile of Mont Belvieu won his first-ever 
bass fishing tournament at Lake Sam Rayburn 
when he hauled in a 9.41-pound winning catch. 
(submitted)

Mont Belvieu man lands tournament title
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Keith Carlile finally got to kick some 
bass.

The Mont Belvieu native admits he has 
competitively fished for a long time and 
never could quite catch the big one.

But last weekend at the 36th annual Big 
Bass Splash on Lake Sam Rayburn, Carlile 
finally broke through the competitive wa-
ters of bass fishing by winning the title with 
a 9.41-pound winning catch that he nabbed 
on the final day of the three-day event.

Carlile and his fishing partner, Brian Ad-
ams of Silsbee, made the trek just north of 
Jasper to compete at one of the bass fishing 
lakes in the nation.

“That was the only fish we weighed in 
for three days,” Carlile said. “Brian and I 
had the strategy we were going to stay deep 

– fish open water for three days. We nar-
rowed down which piles we were going to 
concentrate on. We caught about maybe 10 
fish the whole time maybe. We might have 
caught more than that, but we caught some 
three-pound fish and those weren’t what we 
were fishing for, so we threw them back. I 
felt that fish bite and I knew that was a big, 
10-pound fish.”

The top 15 fishermen and the best catch-
es on the hour every hour from 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m. earned monies per round.

Carlile’s catch won the tournament and 
also the 11 a.m. $1,500 Sunday prize when 
he nabbed it around 10:45 a.m.

All told, Carlile believes his prizes – 
which included a 2021 Ram 1500 Truck, 
a 2021 TRX21 Elite Bass Boat, a $10,000 
winning prize – comes to about $110,000 
in winnings.

“Me and Bryan, we split our winnings,” 

Carlile said. “That’s my first win. I have 
been fishing 30-plus years and I have fished 
a lot of those tournaments up there. I came 
in second place, fifth place, and 10th place. 
If you are going to win a tournament, this is 
the one to do it.”

Carlile, an operator at Monument Chem-
ical for 25 years, said there are from three 
to five thousand entries at the event from all 
over the country.

“It’s a humbling sport,” Carlile said. 
“These fish will humble you back to reality 
really quick.”

Carlile plans to keep on competing and 
he isn’t sure what tournament he and Ad-
ams will head out to.

“I am just living this one out right now,” 
Carlile said. “I have looked at 2021 already 
and the Outlaw Outdoor series and whatev-
er comes my way, I am going to fish. I don’t 
dedicate myself to one series.”

State of the City address

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Giving the State of the City for 
Mont Belvieu, City Manager Na-
than Watkins said many exciting 
things are happening within the 
city, and there is more to come. 

Speaking at the West Chambers 
County Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon Tuesday, Watkins said 
2020 started out shaky with the 
city having to shut down due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“During the pandemic, we quick-
ly found out how essential the ser-
vices the City of Mont Belvieu pro-
vides are. We saw an uptick across 
the board in every service we pro-
vide our citizens. We saw more wa-
ter going to our wells and treated 
more sewers at our plants. We com-
pared our busiest trash days and 
solid waste pickup, and the busiest 
time in the year is between Christ-
mas and January. We were doing 
that every day during the first two 
months of the COVID-19.”

Watkins said one of the proudest 
things about how the city handled 
the pandemic was its MB Link 
system, the city’s gigabit fiber net-
work.

“We were averaging about six 
gigs of usage citywide,” he said. 
“As soon as everyone went home 
to work and homeschool, we went 
over 10 gigs of total usage for the 
city and had to buy more Internet 
to provide the service we promised 
our residents and our businesses. It 
really provides reliable high-speed 
internet, which is considered criti-
cal infrastructure just like water.” 

Watkins said COVID-19 nor 
the threat of storms this year had 
stopped growth from happening in 
Mont Belvieu. 

“We saw a tremendous amount 
of growth happen during the shut-

down,” Watkins said. “One thing 
that is important to cities, counties, 
and school districts is local control 
because that is where growth is 
managed. In Mont Belvieu, we’ve 
seen a 42% increase in new hous-
ing starts year over last. And for the 
first time, we will have over 700 
lots available for development for 
new homes just in the city as we 
move forward this year.”

Watkins said 35,000 square feet 
of new leasable space would be 
available by the end of this year. In 
addition, Watkins said the city built 
and leased almost 45,000-square-
feet of retail in the city during 2020. 

The city has prepared for growth 
by having infrastructure in place 
for support, according to Watkins. 

To accomplish this, Watkins said 
the city is spending $47 million 
on new capital projects, including 
a new city hall, a fire station and 
expansion of the city’s wastewater 
treatment plant.

Road construction is something 
everyone in Mont Belvieu knows, 
but Watkins said residents would 
soon see the benefits. 

“We are proud to announce there 
are over 11 miles of new roadways 
being built in, through Mont Bel-
vieu,” he said.

One project is along Perry Ave-
nue, where road crews are extend-
ing the road east all the way to FM 
565. 

“We are widening it to four lanes 

Growth and 
construction offer 
exciting future 
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Nathan Watkins gave a presentation on the State of the City of Mont Belvieu 
at the West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce luncheon.
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County schools 
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virus concerns
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BY MARK FLEMING 
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The Chambers County 
Sheriff’s Office has re-
leased a more complete de-
scription of a body found 
about 10:30 
a.m. Oct. 13 
in the 15000 
block of 
FM 2354 in 
Beach City, 
floating in 
Dutton Lake. 

S h e r -
iff Brian 
Hawthorne said the man 
was about 6 feet tall and 
weighed about 150 pounds. 
He appears to have been 
white and 40 to 60 years 
old.

Hawthorne said time of 
death has not been estab-
lished, though the dead 
man had been in the water 
an extended time. 

Investigators believe the 
body was dumped at Dut-
ton Lake. 

The victim was wearing 
a gray University of St. 
Thomas T-shirt, medium 
size, and had a tattoo on 
his left shoulder blade that 
said “Rashawn.”

Hawthorne asked any-
one with information con-
tact detective Kalyn Perry 
at 409-267-2500 or Cham-
bers County Crime Stop-
pers at 844-860-8477.

Information 
sought on body 
found in lake
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