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BAYTOWN BASEBALL TEAMS READY FOR PLAYOFF CHASE SPORTS

For God, who said, 
“Light shall shine out of 
darkness,” is the One who 
has shone in our hearts 
to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ.  

                  – 2 Corinthians 4:6
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OBITUARIES

Cedar Bayou Junior School, main photo, and Crockett Elementary, inset, were among the Goose Creek CISD schools 
that experienced damage as a result of the recent winter storm. Nearly all 28 schools had damage, but the Operations 
staff, under the direction of Dr. Anthony Price, worked long hours to make repairs. Goose Creek CISD schools were 
closed Monday. Repairs continued throughout the day. (Photos by Susan Passmore)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

After being closed Monday to re-
pair facilities damaged in the recent 
winter storm, Goose Creek CISD is 
opening most of its campuses Tues-
day while keeping some closed. 

Susan Passmore, the district’s 
spokeswoman, said many of the 
district’s facilities were damaged 
and crews have been working to re-
pair them. 

Elementary campuses that will 
resume regular schedules Tues-
day for both students and staff 
are Alamo, Ashbel Smith, Austin, 
Bañuelos, Carver, Clark, De Zava-
la, Harlem, Highlands, Lamar, San 
Jacinto, Travis, and Walker elemen-
tary schools. 

For junior schools, Cedar Bayou, 
Gentry, Baytown, Highlands, and 
Horace Mann will open Tuesday. 
Robert E. Lee High School, Ross 
S. Sterling High School, Peter E. 
Hyland, POINT, and Stuart Career 
Tech High School will be open 
Tuesday.

Five facilities will not open Tues-
day and stay closed through Friday. 
Students at these campuses will ac-
cess virtual asynchronous instruc-
tion. They are Bowie, Crockett, 
Hopper, Goose Creek Memorial, 
and IMPACT.

Passmore also announced 
Wednesday is a  Professional 
Learning Community Day for staff 
and a student holiday.

Barbers Hill ISD reopened Mon-
day with 98% of the students at-

tending, according to Jamie Na-
varre, Barbers Hill spokeswoman. 
Navarre said some of the facilities 
at Barbers Hill sustained pipe dam-
age, but crews were on the scene 
quickly. 

At Crosby ISD, interim Super-
intendent Karen Grey issued a 
statement saying school resumed 
Monday, but the Pre-K campus sus-
tained water damage. 

The district decided to instruct 
those students on a remote basis 
until the damage from the storm is 
repaired. 

The damage did not affect the 
kindergarten classes, and those stu-
dents will attend face-to-face in-
struction as normal. 

Anahuac ISD resumed classes on 
Monday as normal.  

Water 
inquiry
Investigation 
underway on 
treatment plant 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

During the recent win-
ter storm, the water situa-
tion deteriorated so badly, 
100% of water customers 
in Baytown were without 
water, city officials con-
curred. 

When the Baytown Area 
Water Authority Water 
T r e a t m e n t 
Plant went 
offline during 
last week, 
many were 
left without 
e l ec t r i c i ty, 
and Baytown 
residents had 
to also do without water. 
Many have asked what 
happened at the plant. An-
swers have been slow com-
ing, mostly because the cri-
sis is ongoing for a number 
of residents with busted 
pipes and will have no run-
ning water until repairs are 
complete. 

Alice Jauregui, city 
spokeswoman, was asked 
if the city has started an in-
vestigation yet.  

“An internal investiga-
tion has begun, and results 
will be presented in a pub-
lic meeting,” Jauregui said. 

Jauregui added the meet-
ing’s date and time have yet 
to be determined. 

Mayor Brandon Capetil-
lo said the city is definite-
ly pursuing answers as to 
why BAWA went offline 
at a critical junction in the 
weather event. 

“As we emerge from 
the height of the weather 
event crisis, we are inter-
ested in what can we do to 
improve and try to prevent 

Goose Creek reopening classes 
Five campuses to remain closed through Friday to storm damage
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The H-E-B Houston Retail Support Center located on the Northwest side 
of Houston is responsible for helping stock the Baytown store and other 
locations in the region and has been busy making sure that product moves 
following last week’s winter storm. (submitted)

BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

A week after Winter Storm 
Uri put a stranglehold on South-
east Texas and other areas in the 
region, the city of Baytown is 
thawing out thanks to seasonable 
temperatures.

That has helped grocery stores 
like H-E-B and Kroger find their 
footing after a mixed bag of re-
duced hours, lesser power usage 
and a rush on items like water left 
many without during a week of a 

number of outages.
It also means locals are starting 

to get back to the age of the new 
normal following the storm’s 
passing while still dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It’s pretty much back to nor-
mal, but there are still some 
things that I haven’t turned on 
at my house,” Janelle Duree of 
Baytown said. “It’s almost like a 
winter hurricane you know.

“I went to Kroger this week-
end and there are some things I 

City’s grocery stores 
begin bouncing back 
Trucks of supplies starting to fill up shelves

Attorney claims excessive force over dog bites  
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A Baytown man and his attor-
ney held a press conference in 
Houston Monday claiming that 
a dog bite received during a Val-
entine’s Day arrest constituted 
excessive force.

Attorney Randall Kallinen, 
representing Benjamin Benfer, 
said in a statement, “This was 

horrific excessive 
use of force by 
police.”

“Baytown has 
had many instanc-
es of excessive 
force yet nothing 
has been done.”

He said the 
press conference 
was being held to alert the public 
of the violence of the Baytown 

police and to re-
quest that the Har-
ris County District 
Attorney’s Civil 
Rights Division 
investigate.

Kallinen said 
there are no plans 
to file a lawsuit.

The statement 
by Kallinen agrees with the po-
lice department report on the ba-

sic circumstances: Officer Barry 
Calvert reported seeing Benfer 
run a red light and stopped Ben-
fer in front of his apartment.

Benfer got out of his vehicle 
and walked away from the of-
ficer, who then made physical 
contact. Benfer pulled away.

Calvert released his K9 and 
the dog then took Benfer to the 
ground.

The dispute is over whether 
the action was justified and ap-
propriate.

Calvert’s report said he told 

Benfer and his female compan-
ion to stay in the car. However, 

they exited and walked away.

Benfer pulled away from him 
and struggled as the officer tried 
to handcuff him. While this was 

going on, the officer said he felt 
the girlfriend, Valerie Wilson, 
tug on his vest and on his duty 

belt near his gun.

He said he then called for  

Request for Harris County DA investigation amid BPD review   

BENFER WILSON

COVID 
remedy 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Authorities in Hous-
ton are opening a giant 
COVID-19 vaccination 
center that will serve an 
estimated 126,000 people 
over the next three weeks.

The news comes as on 
Monday, the COVID-19 
death toll in the U.S. 
topped 500,000, accord-
ing to numbers from Johns 
Hopkins University. The 
staggering number all but 
matches the number of 
Americans killed in World 
War II, Korea and Vietnam 
combined.

The federally funded site 
will fully open Wednesday 
at Houston’s NRG Park, 
near the home stadium of 
the NFL’s Houston Texans. 
Staff will distribute first 
doses seven days a week 
for three weeks, then tran-
sition to second doses.

Harris County Judge 
Lina Hidalgo, the county’s 
chief elected official, says 

Houston’s ‘giant’ 
vaccine center to 
be near NRG

http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=K9&uuid=ce9847b1-7b60-551f-89ad-e4c77650b75f

