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To help businesses in Old River-Win-
free hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the local Economic Development Cor-
poration is helping them out with grant 
funds. 

Linda Murphy, Old River-Winfree city 
secretary, said the city already approved 
the corporation’s plan. The corporation is 
a separate board from council. 

“We want people to know small cities 
can do stuff too and that we are thinking 
of our businesses,” Murphy said. “We get 

to collect half-a-cent of tax we’ve been 
collecting for eight years now, and that 
money is set aside to promote the city. It 
is not city money. It is Old River-Winfree 
EDC money.” 

For businesses to qualify, specific crite-
ria must be met. This includes having a 
storefront, and it must have been in busi-
ness for at least a year. The businesses 
also must advertise Old River-Winfree.

“This is part of the development which 
also promotes the city, so the business 
must promote the city somehow, such as 
saying, ‘Welcome to Old River-Winfree’ 
on their website,” Murphy said. “It must 
be mentioned somewhere at your business 
location or on your social media.”

Murphy further explained the funds are 
coming from the $273,000 in the bank for 
the EDC, and 10% of this can be distribut-

ed to the qualifying businesses. If a busi-
ness qualifies, it can receive up to $5,000. 

“We sent out applications,” Murphy 
said. “They return it, and we review that 
business to see if it has paid its sales tax, 
and we ask for a current sales tax report. 
If the business is like a barbershop, and 
does not have sales tax, they just provided 
a 1099 form.”

Murphy added the businesses had to be 
non-essential. 

Jerren Young, EDC president, said ev-
erything should be finalized this week. 

“We are trying to do that and promote 
the city at the same time,” Young said. 
“These businesses have suffered enough 
on their own. Some were feeding kids 
lunches and paying for it out of their own 
pocket and another one that was com-
pletely closed during the entire duration 

of the lockdown. Others were not allowed 
to have people dine in. We are making 
sure they stay open and within the city.”

 Young said the funds are limited, so 
it will only go to those affected by the 
COVID-19 shutdown. 

“We are still working on it,” he said. 
“On the business side, (COVID-19) hit 
pretty good. We are trying to do the right 
thing as a city. We are supposed to pro-
mote business in the city, so what better 
way to do that than to help them out and 
promote the city at the same time.” 

Murphy said applications should be 
turned in no later than the second week 
of July. 

For questions about the grant funds, or 
how to obtain an application, call Mur-
phy at 832-993-4896 or email the city at 
cityorw@gmail.com 

Old River-Winfree offering grants to local businesses
n City secretary: ‘We want 
people to know small cities 
can do stuff too’

Lee College, in accordance 
with Harris County’s Stay 
Home Advisory, has suspended 
all on-campus instruction until 
further notice. All classes be-
ing taught online for Summer I 
will continue online as expect-
ed. Summer II will begin online 
as scheduled. However, the re-
opening date for on-campus stu-
dent services, computer labs, the 
bookstore and other departments 
is suspended until further notice. 

All in-person academic testing 
is also suspended until further 
notice. Anyone who scheduled an 
on-campus test will be contact-
ed and rescheduled for a virtual 
proctored test. 

“We realize suspending 
on-campus operations is very 
inconvenient for many students, 
and it is disappointing for us 
too,” said Dr. Lynda Villanueva, 
Lee College president. “Howev-
er, as the infection rate for Har-
ris County continues to rise, we 
knew it was the right thing to do 
to protect the health and safety 
of our entire Lee College com-
munity. Their health and safety 
is something I am not willing to 
risk.”

Faculty will continue to follow 
the existing campus visitation 
schedule and safety protocols to 
develop instructional materials. 
Check-in and safety procedures 
include completion of a daily 
health and safety form, and all 
visitors must wear a facemask or 
covering while on campus and in 
the presence of others.

Some essential employees will 
be required to come to campus. 
College operations that have 
been functioning remotely will 
continue to perform as they have 
been throughout the college’s al-
tered operations period.

Lee 
College 
suspends 
classes on 
campus
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Chambers Health, in conjunction with the Board of 

Directors for Chambers County Public Hospital District 

No. 1, announced Monday a two week closure of the 

West Chambers Medical Center at 9825 Eagle Drive in 
Mont Belvieu.

The closure went into effect Monday and will run 

through July 20.

This voluntary closure, says Chambers Health spokes-
woman Janice Jircik, is in order to conduct a complete 
and thorough decontamination due to a possible expo-
sure of the facility to COVID-19. 

Jircik said the outbreak in West Chambers County “de-
manded unprecedented action to help prevent the spread 
of the virus to protect patients and staff.”

The West Chambers Medical Center is an out-
patient clinic (doctor’s office) with no inpatient 

beds. Patients of the West Chambers Medical Cen-
ter can call the Bayside Clinic office in Anahuac at  
409-267-4126 to receive information on where, how, and 
when they can continue to receive care. 

Jircik added that sampling of patients were being done 
and sent to labs in Houston.

Jircik, who is also the director of the Wellness Center 
at Bayside, said Chambers Health has no other plans to 
close any other Chambers County facilities.

COVID-19 forces closure of Mont Belvieu med center

In order to conduct repairs, Trinity River Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge has issued a temporary, but long-
term closure of the levee and the spillway (‘The 
Rocks’) at Champion Lake Day Use Area.  

In addition to the closure, a draw down of water 
levels may occur in the immediate future to begin 
drying out the construction area.  

The public is still encouraged to enjoy recreation 

at Champion Lake Day Use Area.  Visitors may use 
the fishing pier and boat ramps.  

However, the area past the maroon gate on the 
levee is closed to visitors until maintenance is com-
pleted.  

For more information, please call 936/336-9786 
or visit the Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge 
Facebook and website.

Champion Lake Day Use Area known as “The Rocks”  is closed for repairs.

Champion Lake site closed
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Texas surpassed 10,000 
new coronavirus cases in a 
single day Tuesday, making 
it just the third state to hit 
that undesirable milestone. 
New York and Florida are 
the other two.The record 
high of 10,028 new cases 
in Texas served as anoth-
er alarming new measure 
of the swift resurgence of 
COVID-19 nationwide and 
the failures of the country’s 
response. Gov. Greg Abbott 
of Texas aggressively be-
gan one of America’s fast-
est reopenings in May but 
has begun reversing course 
in recent weeks, ordering 
bars closed and mandating 
face coverings.

Texas surged past 8,000 
statewide hospitalizations 
for the first time over the 
long holiday weekend — a 
more than quadruple in-
crease on the past month. 

Harris County Public 
Health reports 39,311 con-
firmed COVID-19 cases 
through Tuesday, up from 
37,776 through Monday. 
There have been 407 deaths 
through Tuesday, up from 
401 through Monday.

The Baytown case re-
ports on the Harris County 
dashboard showed a de-
crease in the cumulative 
number of cases over the 
past week. 

The Harris County por-
tion of Baytown has had 
377 cases through Tues-
day. There have been nine 
deaths.

Chambers County has re-
ported 454 confirmed cas-
es through Tuesday. There 
have been two deaths and 
four people are hospital-
ized.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
has reported 210,585 cases 
through Tuesday, up from 
200,557 on Monday. There 
have been 2,715 deaths 
through Tuesday, up from 
2,655 through Monday.

Texas passes 
10K new virus 
cases in day
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