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Author LinMarie Garsee 
will be on hand July 5, 5-7 
p.m. at Chambers County 
Library in Anahuac for a 
book signing. 

LinMarie is the author of 
Trials in Chambers Coun-
ty, the first in a series of tri-
als around southeast Texas.

Garsee is a private inves-
tigator with nearly 25 years 
of experience. Her work 
has included high profile 
murder cases, such as State 
of Texas vs Melissa Lucio. 
She has appeared on sev-
eral television shows and 
documentaries regarding 
her work - including a high 
profile family law case in 
Jefferson County where 
a mother hid a child after 
from the emergency custo-
dial parent.

“My original goal was 
to work as an advocate for 
those who had been false-
ly accused of crimes and 
attempt to get them out 
of prisons,” said Garsee. 
“I met an attorney by the 
name of Stephen Taylor 
who became my mentor, 
and trained me immensely 

in the world of report writ-
ing for defense work, mur-
ders, and other aspects of 
the defendants. The more I 
learned, the more intrigued 
I became.

“From report writing, it 
just seemed like a given 
that I would start writing 
the stories of cases that I 
have been involved in. Tri-
als of Chambers County is 
the beginning of a series 
of books which will be the 
different counties that I’ve 
worked in and at least three 
to five of those cases writ-
ten about in each book.”  

She recounts her expe-
riences working with true 
crime cases in her books 
“Happy Birthday Robert: A 
Texas Love Triangle” and 
“The Trials of Chambers 
County.” 

Net proceeds from her 
book sales will go to Char-
ity Quilts for Vets of which 
she is the founder. The or-
ganization makes, delivers, 
and documents the stories 
of WWII veterans.

The book signing will 
be at from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
July 5 at the Chambers 
County Library, 202 Cum-
mings St. Anahuac. 

Anahuac library hosts 
book-signing on July 5

Oliver Richard, 6, of Mont Belvieu went viral for his theatrics during a 
break in between innings of a recent Astros game at Minute Maid Park.

Boy, 6, tried to literally steal second base at Astros game
BY EVAN KERR

When 6-year-old Oliver Richard, a resident of 
Mont Belvieu, was chosen to participate in the 
Astros’ “base stealer” program in between in-
nings at Tuesday night’s Astros-Mets game, his 
decidedly literal interpretation of the word “steal” 
led to maybe the game’s most riveting moment—
even in comparison to the Astros’ winning score.

Right before the game’s seventh inning, with 
the Astros ahead 6-2, Oliver and his mother, Kris-
ten Crocker, approached the field so that Oliver, 
selected for a promotion where young Astros fans 
are instructed to steal a fake base, could assume 
position. However, after the announcer counted 
down so Oliver could steal the ersatz base set up 
for him, Oliver surprised the players and crowd of 
35,000 when he ran the opposite direction toward 
the real bases.

“… Everyone’s like ‘Hey! Hey! Hey! He’s go-
ing the wrong way!’” Oliver’s father, Austin, said. 
“I’m like ‘it doesn’t even matter. Just let him run.’ 
It was probably my proudest moment as a father.”

Oliver had the full attention of everyone at 
Minute Maid stadium when he reached second 

base. However, a major problem arose when he 
couldn’t lift it up.

“They never told me it was a fake base so I 
thought they meant to go onto the actual field, 
steal a base and run back,” Oliver said.

When 20 seconds of tugging failed to lift the 
base, Mauricio Dubón and José Altuve, the latter 
being Oliver’s favorite player, rushed to assist the 
boy—unfortunately, to no avail.

Oliver noted, “Both of them were confused. 
They didn’t even know you can’t take the base 
up. It was really hard for us.”

When Dubón and Altuve realized their efforts 
were futile, they decided to direct Oliver toward 
the base he was originally intended to “steal.”

“He then realized like, ‘Oh, wait, this is not the 
bag,’ and then he went and got it,” Dubón said.

Realizing what was happening, Oliver darted 
across the field to steal the fake base set up for 
him. The entire ballpark on their toes, Oliver’s 
story went viral soon after, cheering for him as he 
lifted his base into the air.

Oliver reported, “It felt like I was in a big As-
tros game.”

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Lee College enrollment 
income should finish the 
year only slightly below 
budget, Vice President of 
Finance and Administra-
tion Annette Ferguson told 
trustees. President Lynda 
Villanueva said enrollment 
figures so far for the fall se-
mester make her cautiously 
optimistic for the new year.

Through the end of May, 
tuition income for both 
in-district and out-of-dis-
trict students was just un-
der 96% of the annual bud-
get. 

Fall tuition income will 
be counted in the new fis-
cal year.

Non-resident and dual 
credit income, smaller rev-
enue sources, were both 
ahead of budget.

Ferguson said the short-
fall was balanced by un-
derspending on budgeted 

expenses, including leav-
ing some staff positions 
unfilled.

Overall she said she ex-
pects to finish the year with 
a surplus of about $4 mil-
lion. 

Villanueva said enroll-
ment for the summer is 
about 5% down from ex-
pectations.

“We are really up for the 
fall,” she said. “We don’t 
know if it’s because the 
timing of registration has 
just been moved up or if it 
truly is new students who 
are coming to the college 
who ordinarily wouldn’t 
come to the college.”

Registration efforts were 
put in place earlier than 
usual to try to address slug-
gish enrollment. 

“We’re going to keep our 
fingers crossed, continue 
with our strategies recruit-
ing and enrolling students 
and we’ll see what comes 
of it,” Villanueva said.

Lee College enrollment looks 
promising for fall: report

BY DARLENE MCPHERSON

On Tuesday, the West Chambers 
Chamber of Commerce held a spe-
cial luncheon to recognize volun-
teers of the year for 2021. 

Rita McKay, Chairperson for the 
West Chambers Chamber of Com-
merce, was the host and presenter 
for the program. Sandy Watson with 
Chambers County Abstract Compa-
ny was named Ambassador of the 
Year. McKay said, “Sandy is always 
looking for ways to help. She is one 
of our newest Ambassadors and we 
are thrilled to have her on our team.”

Each mayor in the West Chambers 
area introduced their nominee for 
Volunteer of the Year:

Beach City Mayor Ryan Dagley 
(Commissioner-Elect Precinct 4) 
nominated Jackey Lasater based on 
his continual efforts to protect Beach 
City from undesirable development. 

Dagley recounted an 
incident for the audi-
ence, “A few years ago, 
Jackey Lasater heard 
that a company wanted 
to build a toxic waste 
dump in our City. He 
did not give up until the 
project was dead.”

Mont Belvieu Mayor, Nick Dix-
on, nominated the Hilltop volun-
teers stating that multiple times the 
Hilltop volunteers had taken care of 
many details of setups and cleanup 
for community events. 

Dixon said, “Without the Hilltop 
Volunteers our events would not run 
as smoothly as they do.” 

Old River-Winfree Mayor Joe 
Landry nominated the late Hazel 
Steadham. 

He said of Steadham, “She is no 

longer with us, but her charitable 
deeds for Old River-Winfree will 
live forever.” He went on to tell 
how Steadham provided land for 
city projects. Accepting her nomina-
tion were her children James David 
Steadham and Linda Steadham Cox.

Via Zoom, Chambers County 
Judge Jimmy Sylvia introduced BJ 
Simon, president, and CEO of Bay-
town-West Chambers Economic 
Development Foundation. The pur-
pose of the EDF is to attract indus-
try and business to the Chambers 
County Area including Baytown 
and Baytown ETJ. 

Simon stated, “Last year we com-
pleted $53 billion in capital invest-
ments. Ten to 15 years ago this area 
was starkly different. Now, Cedar 
Port is the fifth largest industrial 
complex in the world.

“In addition to Cedar Port, we 
have Ameriport and two terminals 
of the Houston Ship Channel termi-
nals in our area”

Projects for fiscal year 2021/2023 
total $4,258,000,000. Industry in 
Chambers County supply chain is 
17% of purchases in county. Jobs 
totals are about 4,000 with 15% of 
those being permanent positions.

West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce                     

The late Hazel Steadham was awarded the Volunteer of the Year award posthumously for Old River Winfree. Her son 
and daughter received the award for her. From left are Old River Win-free Mayor Joe Landry, Linda Steadham Cox, 
James David Steadham and Chamber Chair Rita McKay.

Jeanie Milton is the Mont Belvieu Volunteer of the Year. She is pictured with 
Mont Belvieu Mayor Nick Dixon and West Chambers County Chamber of 
Commerce Chamber Chair Rita McKay. (Sun photos by Carol Skewes)
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