
• James Alton Tilton

• Gene Robert Boul

• Joanne Fulks Young

• Donald Lee Guillory Sr.
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Do not be quick with your 
mouth, do not be hasty 
in your heart to utter 
anything before God. 
God is in heaven and you 
are on earth, so let your 
words be few.    
                  – Ecclesiastes 5:2
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GCM RECORD-SETTING HOOPS SEASON COMES TO END SPORTS

GC panel recommends keeping REL name

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

After meetings, surveys and discussion, 
the Goose Creek Facilities Names Com-
mittee recommended the school board 
take no action at this time in renaming 
schools.

The board heard the final report Mon-
day night.

Thomas Parent, the committee’s chair, 
presented the findings along with facili-
tator Tony Resendez, Matt Bolinger, ex-
ecutive director of strategic planning and 

innovation, and Dr. Demetrius McCall, 
deputy superintendent of administrative 
services. The final report also suggested 
the district name facilities after geograph-
ic areas, landmarks or physical attributes, 
instructional focus, and school aspirations.

The committee met five times between 
Nov. 30 and Feb. 22.

On Sept. 9, Trustee Howard Sampson 
brought up the idea of changing Robert 
E. Lee High School’s name. Later, Trust-
ees Agustin Loredo III and Shae Cottar 

Report urges some policy changes

A federal judge ordered Exxon Mobil to pay a $14.25 million civil penalty in an 11-year-old lawsuit alleging it violated the 
Clean Air Act for eight years at its flagship Baytown refinery. A federal judge knocked $5.7 million off the original fine.

ExxonMobil ordered to pay 
$14.25 mil in pollution case
 BY MARK FLEMING 

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The advocacy group Envi-
ronment Texas claimed victory 
Tuesday when Judge David Hit-
tner imposed a $14.25 million 
penalty on ExxonMobil for vio-
lations of the Clean Air Act over 
an eight-year period, 2005-2013, 
at its Baytown complex.

Environment Texas and the 
Sierra Club of Texas have wran-
gled with the energy giant since 
filing the lawsuit in 2010. Hittner 
originally dismissed the lawsuit 
in 2015, but a federal appeals 
panel rejected that dismissal.

When it went back to court, 
Hittner ruled in 2017 that the 
emissions violations justified a 
penalty of $19.9 million. Exxon-
Mobil appealed the ruling, and 

the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals sent the case back to Hit-
tner, asking him to re-examine 
some of the specific incidents.

Some were seemingly trivial 
incidents, such as a fire in a cig-
arette butt can. More significant-
ly, he was asked to re-consider 
ExxonMobil’s defense that flar-
ing associated with Hurricane 
Ike was exempt from penalty as 
it was caused by an Act of God.

In this latest ruling, that 
shaved about $5 million off the 
previous penalty, Hittner ruled 
against the company in relation 
to it’s Act of God defense for 
Ike-related emissions, ruling that 
the company had advance warn-
ing of the storm and in fact took 
preparatory actions.

The new ruling eliminated 
SEE MASK • PAGE 10

Mask 
order 
lifted

SEE CASE • PAGE 9

Businesses can 
still dictate use
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Tuesday that the 
statewide requirement that 
people wear a face cover-
ing in most public places 
will be lifted Wednesday, 
March 10. The requirement 
also allows most businesses 
and other locations to oper-
ate at 100% of capacity.

The removal of the legal 
requirements applies to all 
areas of the state not de-
fined as areas of high hos-
pitalization. No local coun-
ties meet that definition.

In areas of high hospital-
ization, county judges may 
order restrictions within 
certain limits.

There are several cave-
ats:

Use of face coverings, 
frequent hand-washing and 
social distancing are still 
strongly encouraged.

Businesses may still re-
quire prevention proce-
dures, including face cov-
erings. A person who is 
asked to comply or leave 
and does not do either may 
be prosecuted under tres-
passing laws.

In many jurisdictions, 
including Baytown, face 
mask enforcement was al-
ready handled under tres-
passing laws rather than the 
face-covering order.

Schools will still be sub-
ject to the rules set out by 
the Texas Education Agen-
cy. Nursing homes, senior 
facilities and jails will be 
subject to the rules of their 
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Committee members offer opinions 
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

After several months of being under a 
gag order by Goose Creek CISD, mem-
bers of the Facilities Names Committee 
are now speaking out.

Thomas Parent, the committee’s chair, 
said it made a difference. 

“We took time to review school board 
policy and facility names,” Parent said. 
“We had discussions between communi-
ty members that had not previously taken 
place. Recommendations were weighed 

carefully, and now the school board has 
a great resource to pull from in making 
their decisions.”

The committee was supposed to con-
sist of 42 members, although some mem-
bers have said that number lessened over 
time with resignations and others not 
even showing up.  

“I went into the committee with an 
open mind knowing that we would have 
a large group with diverse opinions,” 
Parent said. “I really wanted to listen to 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown’s Tax Increment Reinvest-
ment Zone board unanimously ap-
proved an amendment to a multi-entity 
agreement for a road-widening project.

The agreement is between Harris 
County, Baytown, and Reinvestment 
Zone Number One for the county’s par-
ticipation in the project. 

The project entails widening West 
Cedar Bayou Lynchburg from Garth 
Road to John Martin Road. Assistant 
City Manager Nick Woolery reminded 
the TIRZ board it voted on the project in 
December. The city passed it that same 
month. 

“This is basically the county’s partic-
ipation and the fourth amendment (for 
the interlocal agreement) with Harris 
County and city,” Woolery said. 

Woolery said the new amendment 
does three things –

• Harris County will accept the 
amendment and the expansion of the 
TIRZ approved, which was approved 
by the city Dec. 21

• Harris County will participate at 
75% of its base tax rate and will not ex-
ceed $0.30 per $100

• Harris County’s participation in the 
TIRZ extends to Dec. 31, 2044

Harris County Commissioners Court 
approved the amendment Feb. 9, and 
city council approve it Feb. 25. 

TIRZ board action brings 
county on road project  

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytown sun.com 

An 89-year-old woman 
died as a result of a Tues-
day night house fire in the 
2300 block of Harris Street 
in the McNair community 
north of Baytown.

She suffered serious 
burns in the fire, which 
was discovered when her 
granddaughter came to the 
house about 8 p.m. Upon 
arrival, the granddaughter 
found the residence full of 
smoke, according to Harris 
County Fire Marshal’s Of-

fice spokeswoman Rachel 
K. Neutzler.

The granddaughter tried 
to put out the fire but was 
unable to. 

When firefighters from 
Highlands arrived they got 
the older woman out of the 
home and she was taken to 
Memorial Hermann hos-
pital where she later died, 
Neutzler said.

The fire started in the 
bedroom of the home, she 
said. 

The cause of the house 
fire is still under investiga-
tion.

Elderly woman falls 
victim to house fire

Brown Bag Lunch 
concerts resume 

The fifth season of the 
Brown Bag Lunch Con-
certs begins with Demola 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. March 5 at Town 
Square, 213 W. Texas Ave. 
The concerts will continue 
each Friday in March. The 
concerts continue with Ma-
riachi Calmecac on March 
12; 4 Barrel Ramblers on 
March 19; and Phineus Reb 
March 26. 

VFW Post hosting 
fish fry March 12 

The annual VFW Post 
912 Fish Fry is from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. March 12 
at the VFW Hall, 8204 N. 
Main St. The cost is $10 
in donations. Free delivery  
available for 10 or more 
dinners. Advance sales pre-
ferred. To order, call 281-
421-1257 or 832-984-5852. 

Baytown Habitat 
orientation set

The Baytown affiliate 
of Habitat for Humanity is 
holding an orientation for 
those interested in applying 
for ownership of a Habitat 
home. The orientation will 
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday. 
Reservations are required 
by contacting 281-427-
0866 or email info@bay-
townhabitat.org. 
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One of the issues that came up in the 
lawsuit filed by environmental groups 
against ExxonMobil was upset emis-
sions—emissions into the air not from 
normal plant operations but from fires, 
accidents and shutdown and restart op-
erations.

Harris County commissioners raised 
the question of upset emissions at a 
Commissioners Court meeting this 
week in regard to the large amount of 
flaring prompted when refineries and 
chemical plants across the state had to 
quickly shut down amid widespread 

Commissioners 
raise specter of 
storm pollution  

SEE STORM • PAGE 9


