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One man is dead and 
another injured in an in-
dustrial accident that hap-
pened just outside the city 
limits of Mont Belvieu near 
FM 1942 and Hatcherville 
Road early Sunday morn-
ing. 

“It is a horrible accident. 
No question,” Chambers 
County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said. “It is under in-
vestigation.”

Hawthorne said two line-
men were working on a 
high voltage transmission 
line about 106 feet off the 
ground in a metal lift bas-
ket, when the basket be-
came unstable, separated 
from the crane and fell to 
the ground.

 Justice of the Peace 
Precinct 4 Blake Sylvia 
pronounced one work-
er deceased at the scene. 
He was later identified as 
John Thomas Spaun, 29, of 
Spring. 

The other lineman was 
identified as 23-year-old 
Aron Angheluta. Life 
Flight flew him to Memo-
rial Hermann Hospital in 
Houston and at last report 
he was listed in critical con-
dition, Hawthorne said.

Aside from Chambers 
County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies the Mont Belvieu 
Police Department, Fire 
Department and EMS all 
responded to the incident.  

Hawthorne had a theory 
about what caused the mis-
hap. 

“The sheriff’s office be-
lieves, and I was out there 
Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, that there were a 
couple of vital safety pins 
and locking cotter pins that 
may not have been utilized 
properly,” he said. “We call 
it an industrial accident be-
cause it was a work-related 
death.”

GoFundMe sites have 
been set up for Spaun and 
Angheluta. To donate to 
Spaun’s site, visit www.
gofundme.com/f/in-loving-
memory-of-john-spahn. 
For Angheluta, visit www.
gofundme.com/f/aron-ang-
helutas-fight-to-recovery.
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Local dignitaries and officials 
gathered under a clear, blue sky 
and turned dirt for Mont Belvieu’s 
new city hall.

The development had been a 
long time coming but was ap-
proved by Mont Belvieu’s council 
in January for a maximum price 
of $15.2 million. The new city 
hall will reside at the northwest-
ern portion of a lawn area near the 
current city hall. The EMS and 
fire station are being relocated. 

The new facility is expected to 
be complete in August. 

Mayor Nick Dixon said the new 
city hall means a lot to the city. 

“It allows the business of the 
city to continue in the vicinity that 
meets the needs of our growing 
community,” Dixon said. “Not 
only that, but it would be the hub 
of our fantastic new city center. 
It is my hope that this city hall is 
a building that everyone in Mont 
Belvieu can be proud of.” 

City Manager Nathan Wat-
kins said when he first came on 

board with the city 11 years ago, 
one of the first initiatives he was 
tasked with was the recreation of 
a downtown. He reminded the au-
dience of when the city was actu-
ally located around Loop 207 and 
FM 565. 

“Obviously, since that time, 
industry has expanded, and the 
town has relocated to where it is 
on Eagle Drive,” Watkins said. 

Some of the town’s history was 
lost over time, Watkins said, but 
they are now partnering with Bar-
bers Hill ISD to build a new mu-
seum to remember that history. 

“They are going to build a 
great-looking facility that will 
compliment what we are doing 
here on Eagle Drive,” Watkins 
said. “We are going to memori-
alize our great industrious history 
with Barbers Hill and Mont Bel-
vieu.”

Watkins said the area was once 
bustling with blocks filled with 
banks, hotels, and restaurants at 
the turn of the century.

“You cannot see it now and 
drive down the road or even 
imagine it, but there is a lot of 

great history that will be at the 
museum,” he said. 

Watkins said the city hall proj-
ect gained legs about 2014-2015. 
The city applied for a $100,000 
grant through a Houston-Galves-
ton Area Council study. 

“We were the first city on the 
east side of Texas to be awarded 
that study,” Watkins said. “What 
it did was look at the future of 
Grand Parkway, Eagle Drive, and 
city and see how we could recre-
ate a liberal center and a down-
town for Mont Belvieu.”

At the time, council believed 
such a project would take 15 to 20 
years to complete. 

“But here we are today in 2021, 
and it is not quite 15 to 20 years 
down the road, and we’re break-
ing ground,” Watkins said. 

The new city hall will be an 
anchor for the new Mont Belvieu 
downtown, Watkins said.

“It will be a traditional Texas 
downtown with a county court-
house anchored in the center of 
the square, and we are going to 
be anchored by our city hall here 
and other great civic facilities,” 

Watkins said. “It will generate a 
lot of other traffic, in commerce, 
retailers and restaurants, it will 
be a green (area), and really nice 
project.”

Watkins thanked BRW Archi-
tects and Purcell Construction 
for staying with the project even 
though concept plans changed 
over time. 

“We appreciate their ability to 
be flexible and nimble as plans 
have changed,” Watkins said. 

City officials envision the lawn 
area to be used for community 
events such as festivals, parades, 
and farmers markets. To create a 
small-town feel, food and retail 
establishments will encompass 
the surrounding area. 

The new city hall will house 
most city departments, with the 
lower floors having offices for 
utilities, permits, and other de-
partments visitors frequently use. 

The new city hall will honor 
the history and name of Henry 
B. Griffith, the first settler on the 
land that became Mont Belvieu. 
Watkins said a bust of Griffith 
would grace the area. 

Mont Belvieu turns dirt for new city hall

Mont Belvieu Mayor Nick Dixon, City Manager Nathan Watkins, Mont Belvieu city council members, and many dignitaries gathered for a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the new $15.2 million city hall. The new facility is expected to be complete in August. (Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis)
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Mont Belvieu community leaders and 
law enforcement officers from sever-
al agencies welcomed Jimmy Ellison as 
Mont Belvieu’s new police chief Wednes-
day as Judge Jimmy Sylvia swore him in 
at the Eagle Pointe Golf Course Pavilion.

Ellison comes to Mont Belvieu with 
37 years of experience as a police officer, 
most recently serving for 20 years as chief 
of the Abilene Christian University Police 
Department.

Before that, he was a Beaumont police 
officer for 17 years and a number of his 
former co-workers attended the Wednes-
day ceremony. Beaumont Police Chief 
James P. Singletary, who was Ellison’s 
supervisor for a time in that department, 
shared words of introduction.

Ellison joked that he and his wife, 
Kathy, were both born and raised in Beau-

mont and were ready to 
get back to hurricanes and 
humidity after 20 years in 
west Texas.

On a more serious note, 
he said that their three 
children and five grand-
children all live in the 
Houston area, and that 
was the real draw.

Ellison addressed his recent health is-
sues and the current challenges face by 
police head-on in his opening comments 
Wednesday.

His start date had to be delayed when, 
after his hiring was announced, Ellison 
contracted COVID-19. Three days after 
his isolation for that ended, he suffered a 
major heart attack.

He said cardiologists have said he had 
no lasting damage and, “I want you to 
know I am 100%.”

Speaking to the law enforcement offi-
cers in the room, Ellison reminded them 
that they were each sworn in with much 
the same words used for his swearing in 
Wednesday.

“Our work still matters,” he said. “The 
law matters. Applying the law fairly and 
compassionately—it matters. Policing is 
still a noble calling.”

“Policing has never been easy, and it 
has never been without challenges. In re-
cent years, the changes and the challenges 
have been many,” Ellison said. 

“The truth is, in many of those instanc-
es, the challenging times for law en-
forcement, it’s been pretty well deserved. 
We’ve messed up.”

“It’s a tough time to be a police officer 
in the United States, and I want all the 
men and women in here who wear a badge 
to remember, we’ve got to do it right.”

He said law enforcement must do better 

at building trust and building relationships 
and remembering it is always a work in 
progress.

He told the Mont Belvieu officers that 
they will often hear him stress three 
things: service, solutions and excellence.

Ellison replaces long-serving Mont 
Belvieu Police Department Chief, Virgil 
Blasdel, who retired from the position in 
October 2020 after 36 years in law en-
forcement.

Mont Belvieu City Manager Nathan 
Watkins stated, “We are very excited to 
have Chief Ellison join the City’s lead-
ership team. We had many qualified can-
didates for the position, but we knew it 
was going to take just the right person 
to lead the police department as the city 
continues to grow. We feel that Chief El-
lison’s breadth of experiences and vision 
as a leader make him the right fit to lead 
MBPD into the future.”

Mont Belvieu swears in new police chief
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Trucking legislation draws opposition
Chambers County sheriff testifies: Make laws stronger, not weaker
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Three area residents testified re-
cently against a bill in the Texas 
House Judiciary and Civil Juris-
prudence Committee that they 
said in its current form would re-
duce the opportunity to introduce 
the compliance history of truck-
ing companies in liability law-
suits after traffic accidents.

One of those testifying was Rob 
Campise of Beach City, whose 
wife, Nicol, died from injuries 
suffered when a dump truck hit 
the car she was driving in July, 
2014.

A passenger in the car, 15-year-

old Kameron Nicole Skinner, was 
killed immediately in the crash. 
The Camise’s son, Aaron, suf-
fered serious injuries.

Campise’s emotional testimony 
was presented via a video link and 
was cut short by technical issues.

Chambers County Sheriff Brian 
Hawthorne and Baytown attorney 
Dan Linebaugh also testified.

Hawthorne said that he was fa-
miliar with commercial vehicle 
regulations and compliance. Not 
only does the county have heavy 
commercial traffic, but before he 
was sheriff, 18 of his 28 years 
with the Texas Department of 
Public Safety was in commercial 
vehicle enforcement.

He said he opposed the law as 
written.

“We have the rules now that 
companies don’t follow, so why 
do we want to let them out of 
them?” he said. “Let’s make our 
laws stronger, not weaker.”

Linebaugh quoted another wit-
ness at the hearing who said the 
bill would lead to more deaths on 
Texas roads and said that would 
ultimately lead to higher insur-
ance rates.

Hawthorne said, “I can honest-
ly tell you the major carriers have 
robust safety programs—robust. I 
think there’s got to be a way and 
a circumstance in which this bill 
can help those carriers that do 

have robust safety programs be-
cause they’re not really the prob-
lem.

“I feel for these drivers and the 
companies and the carriers that 
find themselves being somewhat 
of a target of some kind of an 
accident scam, but the majority 
of what we see…it is the motor 
carrier that’s going to skirt the 
regulations, and the motor carrier 
that skirts the regulations is who 
I’m afraid this House Bill 19 sup-
ports,” he said.

No action was taken by the com-
mittee on the bill, which means it 
is unlikely to go to the full House 
for consideration. However, there 
is an identical bill still pending in 
the Senate that has yet to receive 
a committee hearing.


