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RV, Travel Trailer, ATV,
(
¹

) 
motorcycle, or personal 

watercraft loans - with some 
of the best rates around!

3.74%
as 

low 
as 

 APR* 

 for up to 
48 months!

*APR = annual percentage rate. All loans subject to credit approval, some restrictions may apply. Payment example: a $30,000 loan with a 48-month term at 4.5% APR = $684.10 monthly payment. Your monthly payments include principal and interest and may be higher or lower depending on the loan amount, APR and term. Promotional offer is subject to change or end without 
notice. CRCU existing loans are ineligible for refinancing. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. Please contact a representative for more details. CRCU membership required. **Restrictions and minimum eligibility will apply for no down payment financing. 1) For new motorcycles & ATVs, MSRP will be used in establishing loan to value (LTV). For used motorcycles 
& ATVs, NADA average retail value to establish LTV. Minimum loan amount of $30,000 to qualify for 73-84 month term (84 maximum term on new). Offer expires 8/31/20.
 

– LOANS! –– LOANS! –

Enjoy Enjoy 

Barbers Hill High School Class of 2021 gathered early Friday morning in Eagle Stadium to celebrate Senior Sunrise, organized by the BHHS Student Council. The event traditionally kicks 
off the year for seniors, though it had to be rescheduled twice due to inclement weather and Hurricane Laura closures. With all that has changed in the past year, high school officials 
said, they wanted to provide seniors this tradition to celebrate their capstone year.

Barbers Hill High School Class of 2021

The ExxonMobil Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant recently donated three pallets of hand sanitizer to Barbers Hill 
ISD as students have returned to the classroom. To support BHISD’s safety protocols, approximately 150 
gallons of hand sanitizer was delivered by the ExxonMobil Emergency Response Team to be used throughout 
the district. “It is our pleasure to donate hand sanitizer to help keep students and faculty safe during this 
pandemic,” stated ExxonMobil Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant Manager Wim Blokker. “We are proud to partner 
with the school district and do our part to help the community.” From left are ExxonMobil Emergency Re-
sponder Stephen Carroll, ExxonMobil Public & Government Affairs Advisor Connie Tilton, ExxonMobil First 
Line Supervisor Benny May, BHISD Superintendent Dr. Greg Poole, BHISD Safe School Coordinator Lori May, 
BHISD Director of Community Relations Jami Navarre and ExxonMobil Emergency Responder David Wells.

Chambers County OKs 
drainage study engineer

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County commis-
sioners will hire an engineer to 
conduct a study into the forma-
tion of Drainage District No. 1.

A petition to form the drain-
age district was created in Feb-
ruary from Chambers County 
citizens claiming their property 
was holding water, leading to 
flooding and mosquito issues. 

A hearing was held first to 
allow citizens to give commen-
tary on how the water issues 
were causing them problems. 

Marcia Hodge, Bar-
row Ranch Subdivision  
Homeowner’s Association pres-
ident, spoke during commis-
sioners court, saying she still 
supported the petition. 

“I was told the best path for-
ward was to petition the court 
for the formation of the drain-

age district,” Hodge said. “This 
was because the county is vastly 
under-resourced to address the 
growing problems with drain-
age. I understand there is limit-
ed staff and financial resources 
to address this problem. I agreed 
to file the petition, and this was 
done with the support of many 
neighbors who rallied the points 
of contacts.”

Hodge named several sub-
divisions were in support of 
the drainage district, including 
Hunters Chase, Country Mead-
ows, Pine Meadows, Legends 
Bay and Barrow Ranch.

“I have been a resident of 
West Chambers County for over 
14 years, and over the span of 
time, and I have seen monumen-
tal growth, which I view as a 
positive change, and I have also 
seen monumental changes to the 

Chambers County reaches agreement on Fisher Road
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

After Chambers County Commission-
ers Court tabled an item to give control of 
Fisher Road to TGS Cedar Port to provide 
the community with a chance to look at a 
new proposal, a vote was made to approve 
a Memorandum of Understanding on the 
agreement.

Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs said 
everyone sat down and came up with a 
“win-win situation.”

“In exchange for the county allow-
ing TGS to accrue and improve the first 
1,400-feet (of Fisher Road) at Cedar Port 
Parkway and going east from there, they 
will build a five-lane concrete road, with 
two lanes going each direction, a center 
turn lane and 10-foot shoulders,” Combs 
said. “The remaining 6,800 feet of Fisher 
Road will remain unimproved and will be 
weight-limited to the current weight limit 

of 10,000 pounds.”
At the Aug. 25 meeting, some 

243 residents sent in letters to  
Commissioners Court, asking them not 
to approve a deal giving TGS control of 
the road. Citizens had not changed their 
minds according to the several letters 
submitted stating their opposition to the 
agreement.

“Any Memorandum of Understanding 
that would include large, heavy trucks on 
any part of Fisher Road is unacceptable 
to the citizens of the area,” Carol Pick-
ering, a Chambers County resident, said. 
“Two-hundred and fifty letters of oppo-
sition addressing the Fisher Road issue 
at the last meeting is witness to the will 
of citizens of this area. No large trucks 
should ever be allowed on Fisher Road. “

Combs emphasized the county did not 
give up ownership of any part of Fisher 
Road. 

“That is totally off the table,” Combs 

said. “Cedar Port withdrew their request, 
and they understand they will never have 
ownership of Fisher Road. In exchange 
for us doing that, they have agreed to run 
a fire-water main up to FM 2354 and over 
to (the Beach City) fire station.”

Combs said residents within five miles 
of the fire station should benefit since the 
ISO rating should improve.

“That will make a difference on insur-
ance rates for anyone living in that area,” 
Combs said. 

Combs added Cedar Port will hire a 
landscape architect, who will work with 
the company’s drainage engineers and 
Chambers County engineers to look at a 
design for retention and walking trails, 
around the parameters of their park. 

“This is an effort to get separation be-
tween residential and the industrial devel-
opment,” Combs said. “We have a county 
ordinance that requires a 50-feet (green-
belt buffer), and we are looking to expand 

that 50-foot break quite a bit.”
Combs said they might incorporate 

some biking trails, walking trails, berms, 

and possibly a park or two in that area. 

Getting traffic off FM 2354 has been a 
point of contention for the county as well 

as residents concerned over the trucks that 

travel the road. 

“TGS is cooperating and understands 

that we do not want trucks on FM 2354,” 

Combs said. “They want to develop the 

property and are working on trying to 

get access off the main portion of Fisher 

Road and do away with many as trucks as 

possible. We are trying to get them access 

from Highway 99, but we have to keep the 

relationship going. I think it is great for 

everyone involved.”

The court commissioners will now 

work on finalizing the agreement at a fu-

ture meeting. 
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Long-serving Mont Belvieu Police 
Chief, Virgil Blasdel, has announced 
his intention to retire from his post later 
this year. Chief Blasdel has served the 
City of Mont Belvieu for the majority of 
his 36 years in law enforcement. “I have 
been blessed to serve my hometown for 
a very long time,” said Blasdel. “Things 
have changed so much and I am proud of 
how our department has developed and 
changed to keep the residents of Mont 
Belvieu safe.”

Blasdel grew up in Mont Belvieu and 
attended Barbers Hill High School. Af-
ter graduating from Lee College, Blasdel 
began his law enforcement career as a pa-
trol officer for the City of Mont Belvieu 
in 1984 at the age of 20. He continued to 
serve his neighbors as a Chambers County 

Sheriff’s Deputy before re-
turning to the Mont Belvieu 
Police Department in 1999 
serving as lieutenant and 
then as captain. In Novem-
ber of 2007, Blasdel took 
the reins of the department 
when he was appointed to 
the position of Chief of Po-
lice. Upon informing Mont 

Belvieu city leadership of his intention to 
retire, Blasdel stated, “Leading the men 
and women of the Mont Belvieu Police 
Department for the last 13 years has been 
an honor and a privilege. While I will miss 
being at the station every day, working 
with our officers, and spending time out 
in our community, I feel now is the right 
time to pass the baton. I look forward to 

seeing MBPD continue to grow along with 
the community and hearing about the great 
things they will do as the department be-
gins a new chapter.”

Mont Belvieu Mayor Nick Dixon had 
nothing but praise for Blasdel upon hear-
ing about his retirement plans. “Virgil has 
been an amazing leader for our police de-
partment for over a decade. I want to per-
sonally thank him for everything he has 
done to serve our city and community over 
his 36 years in law enforcement. He is one 
of the biggest reasons Mont Belvieu has 
the reputation as one of the safest commu-
nities in our area. While we’ll miss Virgil 
here in Mont Belvieu, his retirement is 
very much deserved.”

City Manager Nathan Watkins added, 
“The City of Mont Belvieu has been in-

credibly fortunate to have Chief Blasdel 
leading our police department.  During his 
tenure the City has grown tremendously 
and Chief Blasdel has always focused on 
ensuring Mont Belvieu was a safe com-
munity for families to live in and enjoy. I 
want to congratulate Chief Blasdel on his 
retirement and thank him for all his years 
of law enforcement service.”

After leaving his position later this year, 
Blasdel says he and his wife, Danita, will 
move to the Texas hill country where he 
hopes to fill his days volunteering at Gar-
ner State Park. “My plan is to just take in 
the hill country views and enjoy the Frio 
River. It’s something Danita and I are both 
really looking forward to.”

The City of Mont Belvieu is starting the 
search for a new police chief immediately.

Longtime Mont Belvieu police chief to retire
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EXXONMOBIL DONATES HAND SANITIZER TO BARBERS HILL


