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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Monthly payment would be $64.57 on $2,000 borrowed for 36 months at 5.99% APR, including all applicable discounts. All loans subject to credit approval and some restrictions may apply. Payment also includes monthly premium 
for Payment Protection which includes Credit Life and Disability Insurance. Credit Life and Disability Insurance is not required. Membership required. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

• Faye Wendell Brown 
Gray

• Jean Baptiste (Kelly) 
Peter

Page 3

Mostly sunny • Page 2

To give light to them that 
sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of 
peace.                – Luke 1:79

Way maker, Miracle 
worker, Promise keeper 
and Light in the darkness. 
Our God that is who you 
are. Be encouraged!   – SH

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES
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BIG 12 CHAMP WILL HAVE FEASIBLE SHOT AT PLAYOFF SPORTS

ON GARDENING

SUNNEWS ‘Miracle on 34th Street’

22

Have hearings 
changed your mind 
on impeachment?
Answer weekly survey at 
www.baytownsun.com

Planting bulbs 
and lawn mower 
maintenance

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

For two recent Barbers Hill 
graduates, a new career is about 
to begin, as both have complet-
ed Marine Corps Boot Camp 
and are getting ready for the 
next steps in training.

For Seth Kangas, a 2019 
BHHS graduate, a career in the 
military was a longtime goal. 
Blake Green, Class of 2018, 
took a little longer to find out 
where his path led.

Both came by The Baytown 
Sun with recruiter Christopher 
Baez to talk about their own 
paths to — and through — the 
training ordeal that creates U.S. 

Marines.
Green started out on a path 

familiar to area students, start-
ed with a job as a server in a 
restaurant then on to a much 
better paying job in one of the 
plants.

That life, though, felt empty. 
“The Marine Corps is where I 
found my purpose.

“I’ve always been a physical 
and athletic type person,” he 
said. “People telling me that I 
can’t do something makes me 
want to do it 10 times more, so 
I figured out why not join the 
hardest and the best.”

Green is an infantryman, he 
said, but does not yet know 

Baytown Sun photo by Mark Fleming

Rotaxlyn Hudson, Abbey Holman and Reynaldo Bueno Jr. in the Baytown Little Theater production of “Miracle on 34th 
Street,” which opens Friday. For tickets, go to baytownlittletheater.org or call 281-424-7617. 

Baytown Sun photo by mark Fleming

Recent Barbers Hill High School graduates Blake Green, left, and Seth Rangas, 
right, completed Marine Boot Camp this month. They are pictured with U.S. 
Marine Corps recruiter Christopher Baez.

BH grads embark on Marine Corps careers
n Surviving boot camp: ‘It 
changes you. In a good way’

SEE MARINES • PAGE 8

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

When you are having one 
of your worst days in life, 
organizations such as the 
Red Cross are tasked with 
providing comfort and sup-
port. 

With that in mind, the 
Red Cross is seeking to 
strengthen its presence on 
the Disaster Action Team 
with more volunteers on 
the east side of Harris 
County. There are currently 
78 members on the team.

“It takes a lot of folks,” 
Kimberly Patel, Volun-
teer Recruitment Manager 
said. “We are looking for 
22 more volunteers. Harris 
County is so big and it av-
erages three to four fires a 
day.”

Patel said volunteers of-
ten have to travel across the 
county for the under-served 
east side. 

Dmitry Bazykin, Disas-
ter Program Manager for 
Harris County, said fires 
range from single family to 
some multi-family. He also 
explained what volunteer-
ing entails. 

“When the volunteers 
respond, it is always two 
people,” he said. “They 
perform a quick damage as-
sessment, start paperwork 
and provide initial assis-
tance and referrals.”

Bazykin added disaster 
relief could also help with 
medical health needs. There 
is also help in dealing with 
the emotions that surface 
when disaster strikes.

Red Cross seeks 

area volunteers

When 
disaster 
strikes

SEE CROSS • PAGE 8

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

What do you do with a department store Santa who 
believes he’s the real thing?

The Christmas classic “Miracle on 34th Street,” 
suggests that you may not want to dismiss the claim 
too quickly, as the story’s Kris Kringle has a knack 
for making Christmas wishes come true in a way that 
makes you believe he just may be the North Pole’s 
most famous citizen.

Baytown Little Theater is bringing the story to the 
stage for two weekends only, beginning Friday. Perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Dec. 13 and 
14 and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday and Dec. 14 and 15 at the 
theater, 2 E. Texas Ave.

For tickets, go to baytownlittletheater.org or call 281-
424-7617. BLT’s Christmas productions usually sell 
out, so get your tickets early.

The play is based on the 1947 20th Century Fox 

movie of the same name. It is the heartwarming story 
of an elderly man, Kris Kringle, who gets a job as Santa 
in New York’s Macy’s department store. His warmth 
and good will spread and bring Christmas goodwill to 
everyone around him—especially a woman who is not 
inclined to believe he is who he claims to be.

Jeff Luchsinger is in the role of Kris Kringle.
Rotaxlyn Hudson is the somewhat cynical Doris 

Walker, who is gradually persuaded by her daughter 
(Abbey Holman) and neighbor (Reynaldo Bueno Jr.).

Other actors in the play are Briana Blacknell, Keleigh 
Brooks, Samantha Calma, Sky Cantrell, Nohelia Can-
tu, Miles Ebow, Jan Herring Seeley, Teagan Holcomb, 
Alison Jannise, Julia Jay, Amira Lewis, Carol McBeth, 
Michael McDonough, John Meiners Jr., Haden Nugent, 
Layla St. John, Douglas Taylor, Jacob Vaughan, Jordan 
Vaughan and Jennifer Young.

The play is directed by Patti Meiners. Tammy Cala-
way is assistant manager and Mary Lou Martin is pro-
duction manager.

Christmas classic comes alive   
on BLT stage for two weekends

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Today is the last day to register for disaster 
assistance from FEMA related to damage from 
Tropical Storm Imelda.

Hattie Stallworth, FEMA media relations spe-
cialist, said the agency has already seen more than 
6,000 people and approved more than $63 mil-
lion in individual assistance for homeowners and 
renters. You can apply for assistance today on the 
FEMA helpline at 800-621-3362 or disasterassis-
tance.gov.

You can also apply in person at one of the di-

saster recovery centers. The closest one for the 
Baytown and Chambers County areas is at the 
Winnie Stowell Community Building, 335 South 
Park Street in Winnie.

While today is the final day to apply for direct 
financial assistance from FEMA, Stallworth em-
phasized that it is not the last day for the disas-
ter recovery centers or for phone or online assis-
tance. Those continue to be able to refer storm 
survivors to a wide array of resources that will 
still be available.

Chambers County Public Information Officer 
Ryan Holzaepfel said FEMA’s Winnie location 
will remain open through Saturday.

FEMA aid deadline today

Santa Claus is coming to High-
lands – tonight!

The jolly ole gift giver’s visit is 
part of the Highlands-Lynchburg 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Christmas Extravaganza. 

Things kick off at 6 p.m. at 
Heritage Park on Main Street in 
front of the fire station. Santa will 
light up the tree, signifying the 
beginning of the celebrations. 

The Highlands Rotary Club 
will serve hot chocolate while the 
Highlands Horizons will serve 
cookies. Miss Highlands and 
Junior Miss Highlands will help 
Santa Claus as he listens to each 
child tell him what they want for 
Christmas.   

Photos with Santa will be avail-
able, so bring your camera.                   

— Matt Hollis

Santa Claus arriving 
in Highlands tonight


