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But now a righteousness 
from God, apart from law, 
has been made known, 
to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify. This 
righteousness from God 
comes through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. — Romans 3:21-22
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Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

CONNECT

Open a Texas First Bank IRA today!
Contributions made before April 15th can be deducted on your 2019 taxes. 

Set yourself up f� retirement. 
www.texasf irst.bank/IRA
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Goose Creek CISD   

Grab & Go meals

Goose Creek CISD will 
continue the Grab and Go 
meal distribution from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. weekdays 
at these 19 locations: Ala-
mo, Ashbel Smith, Austin, 
Bañuelos, Bowie, Carver, 
Clark, Crockett, Harlem, 
Highlands, Lamar, San Ja-
cinto and Travis elementa-
ries; Cedar Bayou, Gentry 
and Horace Mann junior 
schools and Goose Creek 
Memorial, Lee and Sterling 
high schools.

SUNNEWS
COMMUNITY

In the garden
Let’s recycle vegetables!

NHRA postpones 
SpringNationals               
until June
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BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A second case of the 

COVID-19 virus has been re-

ported in Chambers County. 

Chambers County Public 

Health said the patient is a wom-

an between 40 and 50 years old. 

She lives in West Chambers 

County and is currently at home, 

isolated and in stable condition.

Fire Marshal Ryan Holzaepfel 

said no other information about 

the patient is being released be-

cause of privacy concerns. He 

added the case is not travel-relat-

ed, and health department staff is 

monitoring her. 
Public health staff and epide-

miology researchers are investi-
gating the patient. They are also 
conducting interviews with her 
and identifying all individuals 
associated with the case. If any-
one is considered a possible risk 
of contact, exposure or infection, 
they will be contacted for further 
investigation, Holzaepfel said.

“We ask our community to 

continue to stay home and stay 
safe,” Health Services Director 
Mary Beth Bess said. “The pro-
tective measures (County Judge 
Jimmy Sylvia) has implemented 
are to protect our county from 
community spread. Please do 
your best to do your part to pro-
tect each other.”

The first case in Chambers 
County, a Mont Belvieu wom-
an, was confirmed Monday by 

Chambers County health offi-
cials. The woman is between 50 
and 60 years old and is quaran-
tined. This case appears to be 
travel-related and not communi-
ty spread.

The Chambers County health 
department and the Texas De-
partment of Health Services 
are continuing to monitor 
COVID-19 in the county in 

Chambers Co. reports second virus case 
Woman in stable condition at home

Demand outpacing supply Surge 
of help
Hospital says 
donation request 
well received

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital’s offi-
cials say the community is 
responding to a request for 
hospital supply donations.

Rod Evans, hospi-
tal spokesman, said the 
Baytown hospital, as well 
as other Methodist hospi-
tals, are getting N95 masks, 
something deemed an es-
sential need in the middle 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 

“We appreciate the gen-
erosity of individuals and 
corporations throughout the 
Baytown/Houston area,” 
Evans said. 

David P. Bernard, Hous-
ton Methodist Baytown 
Hospital CEO, sent out an 
email Monday to the busi-
ness community with a re-
quest for assistance. In the 
email, he said the hospital 
is in need of “personal pro-
tective equipment that is 
utilized across the health 
care, oil and gas, chemical, 
and industrial painting in-
dustries.”

Evans added if anyone 
wants to donate masks or 
other items, reach out to 
Laurie Terry, the hospital’s 
administrative director, at 
LATerry@houstonmethod-
ist.org.

“We will be happy to 
contact them,” Evans said. 

Aside from the N95 
masks, other requested 
items include powered 
air-purifying respirators, 
Tyvek suits, isolation 
gowns, Nitrile disposable 
gloves, and new or reusable 
face shields. 

Evans said the hospitals 

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

In the face of millions of Amer-
icans losing their jobs as the 
coronavirus pandemic continues 
to shut down the nation, there are 
plenty of opportunities that will 
gladly fill the gap.

Multiple reports have filed in, 
including those from the Wall 
Street Journal and CNN, detail-
ing that while restaurants, bars, 
movie theaters and the like have 
had to cut work staff, retail out-
fits and pizza chains are thriving 
in an attempt to maintain the new 
normal.

Retail stores such as Walmart 
and CVS, convenience shops like 
7-Eleven, pizza joints and gro-
cery stores are in need of workers 
to help with the growing demands 

of online ordering and delivery.
According to the Wall Street 

Journal, a half-million jobs are 
needing to be filled by retail 
stores, including giants, Amazon.

These needs have spilled over 
into the Baytown area.

“We were fully staffed before 
this happens, but we are now pur-
suing our normal hiring practic-
es,” Baytown H-E-B unit direc-
tor Gary Schmalfeldt said. “So, 
they would go on to the website 
for any positions that we have 
opened. The temp positions are 
also being taken care of for temp 
jobs. There is an offsite location 
for training as well.

“You just don’t know where 
it’s going to go. We anticipate it 
going for a couple of months at 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

While politicians disagree on 
how to address the economic dis-
ruption caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is universal 
agreement that there will be dis-
ruption on a massive scale.

When Harris County Judge 
Lina Hidalgo introduced the local 
version of a stay-at-home order, 
she named the effort “Stay Home, 
Work Safe,” a name reflecting the 
challenge of balancing the pro-
tection of public health and the 
protection of the economic infra-
structure that supports the region.

On the day-to-day level she 
focused on the importance of 

the businesses 
that support indi-
viduals and fami-
lies, from grocery 
stores and restau-
rants to veterinari-
ans and repair ser-
vices.

For the broader 
economy, the dec-
laration specifical-

ly mentioned the need to keep the 
Port of Houston and the Johnson 
Space Center operating, as well 
as the energy, chemical and lo-
gistics sectors. Also prominently 
mentioned was the Texas Medi-
cal Center, which, in addition to  

Jobs opportunities available 
despite economic downturn

Businesses plan amid 
turbulent economy
Energy industry hard hit by virus, price war
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Members of the Faith Famly Serve team work the food fair held Wednesday at Faith Family Church. The demand for 
food was so high that within a half-hour all the food was gone. From left, are Tafi Daniels, Marsha Sims, Aiden Cruz, 
Melanie Rayner, Ronnie Cruz, Mark Joines and Judy Joines  (Photo by Nikki Rincon)

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The COVID-19 pandemic and resulting panic led 
to many retail food and good suppliers holding empty 
bags for a demanding public.

Many have flocked to local food fairs and that in-
cludes ones scheduled in Baytown, which hit a snag 
Wednesday and potentially more to come.

A planned food fair at Faith Family Church went off 
without a hitch except for the fact the demand was so 
intense the event, scheduled from 3-7 p.m., wrapped 
up within a half hour.

On Tuesday, a fair at Iglesia Cristo Viene served just 
over 500 families according to Nikki Rincon, execu-
tive director of Hearts and Hands of Baytown, a min-
istry of Iglesia Cristo Viene.

Saturday’s food fair planned from 9 a.m. to noon at 
the Baytown Community Center has been axed while 
a fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday at Hillside Church 
in Mont Belvieu is still scheduled.

“Logistically, with anticipated crowds it would be 
very hard to facilitate along with the need for 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The number of new COVID-19 cases diagnosed lo-
cally continues to grow at an increasing rate. 

Harris County Public Health announced 40 new cas-
es Wednesday afternoon, bringing the total number di-
agnosed so far to 119 cases in the parts of the county 
outside the City of Houston.

Houston’s Health Department announced 11 new 
diagnoses Wednesday, bringing the total number of 
cases diagnosed within the city to 66, for a total of 185 
cases within Harris County.

Chambers County announced its second confirmed 
case Wednesday. Like the first case announced Satur-
day, the new diagnosis is of a woman who lives in west 
Chambers County. The new patient is between 40 and 
50 years old, the county health department reported, 
and it has not yet been determined how she contracted 
the illness.

One death has been reported so far in Harris County.

Free food fairs 
fight to keep up

Area virus rate 
rising quicker
51 new cases in Harris County
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