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Ike FEMA funds

BY DARLENE MCPHERSON
Special to The Sun

Chambers County commissioners have been advised 
to repay FEMA funds stemming from Hurricane Ike.

After the Hurricane Ike disaster of 2008, the State of 
Texas granted Chambers County FEMA funds of $50 
million for recovery and debris cleanup. Chambers 
County was obligated to account for all expenditures 
of those funds. After the FEMA time period for using 
the funds had expired, Chambers County could not ac-
count for over $400,000. FEMA’s request for repay-
ment or documentation to offset the use of the funds 
has gone unanswered since 2010. Now, grant funding 
to Chambers County is in jeopardy unless the missing 
funds are repaid.

At the commissioners’ court Feb. 28 meeting, Coun-
ty Auditor Aaron Thomas said, “Ike was a learning les-
son.” 

Thomas advised the court to repay $395,000 from 
county general funds. There is still approximately 
$70,000 unaccounted for which the county will have 
to repay.

Reinvestment Zone No. 1 application 
approved 

BJ Simon, President and CEO of Chambers Coun-
ty Economic Development Foundation, presented an 
application from Sumika Semiconductor Materials to 
establish Reinvestment Zone No. 1. The Sumika proj-
ect was first presented to the court in Dec. 2022. The 
process has now moved forward with a $250 million 
Sumika project of which $130 million is tax abatable. 
The request is for 3% over 10 years. This project will 
provide 50 full-time jobs. Chambers County Commis-
sioners Court approved the request. 

McCleod Park abandoned 
In other matters, after allowing time for a public hear-

ing, commissioners voted unanimously to abandon Mc-
Cleod Park in Mont Belvieu. The ball fields have been 
moved and the abandoned buildings are expected to be 
used by Enterprise for administration offices.

Commissioners approve survey services 
for Anahuac library land 

The commissioners approved $30,000 for survey-
ing services to begin the land acquisition process for 
moving the Anahuac library. The survey process was 
awarded to TNP for land located near the corner of Mi-
kael Riks Blvd and Wilcox Street in Anahuac.

Lauren Harpe of Mont Belvieu, second from left, celebrates with teammate Jaime Lynn Ruiz after their Ratu tribe won 
the immunity challenge on Episode 2 of Survivor 44. Others are Brandon Cottom, center, Matthew Grinstead-Mayle and 
Kane Fritzler.  Photo by Robert Voets/CBS

BY DAVE ROGERS
dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

 Barbers Hill teacher Lauren Harpe 
was still in the game after Wednes-
day’s Episode 2 of “Survivor” Sea-
son 44.

After Harpe’s Ratu tribe got off to 
a last-place start to the week’s im-
munity-reward challenge, Ratu cast-
mate Matthew zipped through the 
challenge’s final test to win immu-
nity from Tribal Council for Harpe’s 
tribe.

Immunity loser Tika tribe, already 
without one of its six original players 
after Bruce Perrault was Med-Eva-
ced with a head injury in Episode 1, 
blindsided the littlest tribe member, 
Helen, at Trible Council and snuffed 
her flame.

At the start of Episode 2, Lauren 
was pretty cocky after narrowly sur-
viving the first Tribal Council, noting 
she now has an extra vote after gain-
ing the Bank a Vote advantage mid-
way through Episode 1.

“I’m the powerful one now,” she 

told the camera in a brief soliloquy.
So here’s how Episode 2 went 

down:
At Ratu, Brandon is mad at Kane 

for voting against him at the first 
Tribal Council and Kane is worried. 
Lauren laid her power trip on the au-
dience.

At Soka, Matt mopes over a girl-
friend who dumped him before leav-
ing for Fiji and his show-mance with 
Frannie heats up. They try to stay 
apart to avoid putting a target on their 
backs, but can’t. “We’re like two big 
dorky magnets,” Frannnie said.

At Tika, annoyingly weird drug 
counselor Carolyn looks for the key 
to the birdcage holding the idol and 
finds a snake. After a short freak-out, 
she finds the key and unlocks the 
cage holding the idol and a fake idol. 
That brings a major freak-out.

New York City fireman Danny, a 
member of the Soka tribe, found the 
key and the idols for his tribe.

Tika’s Sarah, Carson, Helen and 
Jam-Jam figure out the birdcage idol 
is missing but don’t appear to suspect 

Carolyn, who tells everyone she’s 
acting weird because of snakes.

At the challenge, Matthew, the 
rock-climbing and falling barber-
shop owner, solves the final puzzle 
in like zero-flat. Then he reveals it’s 
because he had built an exact replica 
in his backyard and practiced it after 
seeing the same setup on prior Survi-
vor seasons.

Carson, a NASA engineering stu-
dent, reveals to the camera that he 
has copied prior Survivor puzzles 
and practiced them, too. But his cop-
ies came with a twist. He made them 
on a 3-D printer.

That wasn’t Carson’s best secret, 
though. Boy got game.

He built up his alliance with Helen 
and Sarah and they decided to vote 
out Carolyn. Then Carson sells out 
Helen and Sarah by building another 
alliance with Carolyn and Jam-Jam.

That threesome ends Helen’s Sur-
vivor life.

Her fire’s out. It’s cold, so cold. It’s 
Survivor.

Harpe still alive on so cold Survivor

Citizen of the Year nominees celebrated

The Baytown Sun celebrated all nominees for Citizen of the Year in a Profiles-Community Leadership section. Pictured 
from lrom left: Nick Jared, Finalist Nikki Rincon, Dr. Randal O’Brien, Harvey Oyler, 2023 Citizen of the Year R. D. Burnside 
(seated), Finalist Connie Tilton, 2023 Citizen of the Year Steve Daniele, Eloy Valdes, Chuck Chandler, Finalist Gina Guillory 
and Finalist Pete Lester.                                  

Pirates Bay seeking a 
good crew of lifeguards

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

It will not be long before 
the City of Baytown’s 
Pirates Bay Waterpark 
again opens its doors for 
fun and excitement in the 
water. That means they 
are looking for lifeguards 
to ensure patrons have fun 
and everyone stays safe.  

Tiffany West, the park’s 
aquatics supervisor, spoke 
at a recent Parks and 
Recreation Department 
meeting, saying they 
drug-tested about 151 
applicants recently, and all 
were cleared for the job. 
A similar event was held 
Saturday. 

“It was a successful 
event, with over 100 
attending,” Thomas 
Reeves, City of Baytown 
Public Affairs director, 
said. “However, I should 
point out we are still in 
need of more lifeguards.”

West said there is a new 
billboard advertising for 

lifeguards at Highway 
146 near Market Street. 
Applications for lifeguards 
close April 30. 

West said they are also 
introducing two new 
programs this year. One is 
water aerobics at Pirates 
Bay and the other is lap 
swimming at Calypso 
Cove. 

West added that these 
programs are still being 
created, but registration is 
expected to open April 1.  

West said Season Pass 
Holder Day is April 30. 
This day is specific to 
season pass holders, who 
have the opportunity to 
enjoy park to themselves, 
West said. 

“We started it last year 
and had a good turnout,” 
West said. 

Pirates Bay’s opening 
day is May 6. 

For the latest on Pirates 
Bay, visit https://baytown.
org/877/Pirates-Bay-Wa-
terpark.


