
Thursday, June 10, 2021

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Your rate will be fixed. 4.87% APR based upon a 
$125,000 loan total @ 180 months with a monthly payment of $972.29, with a total 
loan payoff of $175,012.20. Your annual percentage rate will be dependent upon total 
loan amount, term chosen, and individual financial circumstances. Rates based on 
an evaluation of each member’s credit history, loan to value (LTV), loan amount, loan 
purpose, and other factors; so, your rate and terms may differ. All loans are subject to 
credit approval. Under certain circumstances an escrow account for taxes and insurance 
may be required. Some restrictions may apply. Does not include taxes and insurance. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. CRCU membership required. 
+Individual loan circumstances vary and actual funding may exceed stated 
timeframe. ^Check with your tax advisor for details. Offer subject to change 
or cancellation without notice.

WITH CRCU MORTGAGE 
REFINANCING

UNLOCK the Equity in your home!
RATES AS LOW AS 

4.87 
FOR 15 YEARS.

APPLY ONLINE AT CRCU.ORG/HOMEEQUITY OR CALL 281.422.3611

CRCU.org/Mortgage
NO LENDER FEES

 NO POINTS, ORIGINATION, UNDERWRITING OR PROCESSING FEES
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AUSTIN - When Sophia Simpson woke 
up Saturday morning, she was well aware 
she would be making her final start in a 
Barbers Hill High School uniform and her 
first in the circle of her new home at the 
University of Texas.

The senior hurler was setting a tone for 
her future while hoping to close the book 
on the Lady Eagles run to a first-ever state 
softball title.

Consider both done.
Simpson struck out 14 Aledo batters 

while battling it out with the feisty Bear-
cats and the Lady Eagles offense got 
clutch performances by fellow seniors 
Faith Guidry and Kaitlyn Dutton and an-
other by future program leader Estella 
Garza to record a 4-1 win at McCombs 
Field and the Class 5A crown was coming 
to Mont Belvieu for the first time.

“This feels great, it’s a well-deserved 
win all the way around,” Simpson said. 
“My teammates fought so hard all the way 
through it.

“I get to claim my first win my first time 
I ever played here. I was very nervous 
(before the game). I haven’t been nervous 
the entire season, but this was different. 
It was there because it was my last high 
school game ever. We can, we will, we are 
Barbers Hill.”

The game had plenty of tension and 
enough contentiousness to make this par-
ticular win to wrap an emphatic 11-0 run 
through the postseason, arguably the most 
tantalizing one.

Simpson - who was named the tour-
nament MVP - for one, enjoyed Aledo’s 
combativeness and willingness to extend 
at-bats and force the top pitcher in Texas 
to deal strikes or deal with their bats.

“I love the fact when people try to mess 
with me and I feel like I bring some of 
the grittiness to the game,” Simpson said. 
“I like a challenging game; I don’t want 
something easy. (Aledo) did a great job.”

Add to the fact, Kayleigh Smith did a 
fair job of confounding Barbers Hill bat-
ters in spots, it ultimately came down to 
Barbers Hill’s experience and playoff 
edginess that turned the tide.

“This feeling is surreal: This is some-

thing we’ve worked for all year,” Barbers 
Hill head coach Aaron Fuller said. “We 
had an opportunity taken away from us 
last year because of COVID, but we knew 
this was going to be our year. I am proud 
of how the girls competed and kept their 
focus all year. There was a lot of hype 
around the team all year and they could 
have easily let that go to their heads and 
let their guard down.

“They were bound and determined to 
finish the job here in Austin.”

Fuller also acknowledged the amount of 
fight Aledo brought to the most import-

ant game on the calendar. The rowdy fan 
support behind Aledo was also another 

challenge, something the Lady Eagles had 
gotten conditioned to the previous few 
weeks.

“Aledo is talented and young so I ex-
pect them to be back here,” Fuller said. 
“Championships aren’t fun if they are 
easy. We keep our composure when things 
weren’t going well and we an-swered 
back.”

Barbers Hill (42-2) got going early with 
some smart hitting combined with a num-
ber of Aledo (29-8) errors – four through 
the first two innings – to go up 2-0 after 
the first frame.

Kaylee Hornberger hit a smash that was 
ruled a questionable error by the Aledo 
rightfielder and ended up on second base 
and pushed Delaney Dunham to third, af-
ter she was hit by a pitch on the previous 
at bat.

Garza singled to move the runners home 
and then got help by another Aledo error 
to wrap the first frame.

Then Simpson (21-0) locked in despite 
some walks and the occasional big hit by 
Aledo – a team with only two seniors on 
the roster – that kept things a bit nervy and 
the Bearcats shook off the shaky start to 
keep the game in check for the next four 
innings.

In the bottom of the fifth frame, Aledo 
cut the deficit to 2-1 after a few hesitan-
cies by the Bar-bers Hill defense allowed 
for runners to advance – along with some 
discussion on a curious han-dling of an 
interference call -and the packed house 
at McCombs was now witnessing a battle 
that had turned dramatic.

The Barbers Hill softball lifts the state title trophy following the 4-1 Class 5A championship 
win over Aledo at the University of Texas. (Baytown Sun photos by Alan Dale)

STATE CHAMPIONS

Lady Eagles win first-ever softball title

Barbers Hill players and coaches pose with the state trophy and gold medals after defeating Aledo in the Class 5A state championship game. Barbers Hill finished its 
historic campaign by winning 37 consecutive games, a streak that dates back to Feb. 26. The Lady Eagles entered the week ranked No. 1 in the country by MaxPreps.
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The loss of seven seniors will, indeed, 
resonate within the Barbers Hill Lady Ea-
gles softball program.

That doesn’t mean, the now, first-time 
Class 5A state champion, will be lacking 
in talent when the new season starts next 
spring.

The names come in waves: Estela Gar-
za, Delaney Dunham, Chesnee Clements, 
Reagan Duty, KateLynn Cooper … it goes 
on and on.

Don’t shed tears for the Lady Eagles, 
who lose four, Division I recruited pitch-
ers, but sit back with anticipation of what’s 
to come.

“We have a strong lineup coming back 
from this year and we have some good 
players coming up,” Dunham said. “We 
have a strong lineup. Obviously pitching 
won’t be the same, but it’s still going to be 
good, and we will still be strong.”

A big chunk of the team’s offensive 
prowess this year came from the under-
classmen so the bats should be alive while 
the leaders in the circle get figured out.

“We got a great core coming back,” Full-
er said. “Getting here and getting done, 
those girls experienced and know what it 
takes to be here, so this is huge. Those ju-
niors don’t want to go out their senior year 
without this gold thing around their neck. 

“Now they have tasted this, they will be 
great leaders for us. We have some holes to 

fill with the amount of seniors we are los-
ing, but we have lots of young talent.”

Fuller realizes that this is the program’s 
operative wheel: The scene keeps changing 
with the ride, but the journey ends up usu-
ally with the same results.

“I am not worrying about the young-
er kids coming up and filling the shoes,” 
Fuller said. “That’s kind of the M.O. of this 
program. We make playoff runs every year 
and we lose great seniors every year and 
the younger girls just keep stepping up and 
filling those holes. I am not worried about 
it. The junior class will have the rest of the 
younger girls locked in.”

But the returning players will not for-
get what the Class of 2021 offered to their 
progress and of course a 42-2 title-winning 

season.
“It’s going to be really sad for me - I was 

already crying when I was catching that 
last out,” Garza said when realizing the 
seniors would no longer suit up with her. 
“Next year we will rebuild and come out 
with a good season for us. We still have 
good players.”

Dunham sums it up perfectly about what 
the older girls to help with her successful 
transition from baseball and just how this 
program keeps winning.

“The seniors were amazing leaders, and 
they were very positive, and they made it 
for me transitioning (to softball),” Dun-
ham sad. “There was no selfish play and 
we played for each other. We won’t let each 
other down.”

Lady Eagles primed for 2022 title chase

http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=b7b6978d-9e2d-5da3-a6b4-5cb11abd27d6
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=b7b6978d-9e2d-5da3-a6b4-5cb11abd27d6
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=b7b6978d-9e2d-5da3-a6b4-5cb11abd27d6
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=b7b6978d-9e2d-5da3-a6b4-5cb11abd27d6

