
E X P L O R E  AEEEEEE XXXXXXX PPPPPP LLLLLLL OOOOOO RRRRRR EEEEEEE   AAAAAA Transfer your high rate credit card 
balance to a CRCU Mastercard®! 

New Directi!
������������������������������������������������
������	

• None today

A few showers • Page 2

My flesh and my heart 
faileth: but God is the 
strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever.    
                            – Psalm 73:26

Leaning on the 
everlasting arm,  for our 
portion of strength. Be 
encouraged!                – SH
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Texans moving 
on after colossal 
collapse in KC
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Is McCarthy a good 
choice for Cowboys?

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Bradyn Hebert, left, and Noel Contreras from Travis Elementary School read some of their favorite books at school. 

                              BY MARK FLEMING 
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Baytown is a leafier place thanks to nearly 600 trees 
added to city parks in the last months of 2019 — and 
more than 800 more will be in place this spring.

New parks planner Cornell Gordon reported to the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee reported 
that the project, in partnership with ExxonMobil, will 
add a total of 1,458 trees to city parks in the western 
and southern parts of the city.

Phase 1 of the project, completed on Dec. 31, planted 
238 new trees at Unidad Park, adjacent to the Exxon-
Mobil complex; 121 new trees along the Goose Creek 
Trail; 159 new trees in Britton Park, along the north 
shore of Goose Creek just east of Business 146; and 77 
new trees at Evergreen Park.

Parks and Recreation Director Scott Johnson said all 
of the trees have a one-year warranty, and the project 

included installation of irrigation for the new planting.
Phase 2 of the project should be put out for bids in 

late January or February, Johnson said, and begin work 
shortly afterward.

It will add 866 more trees. Those trees are planned 
for:

• Goose Creek Park, surrounding the lake near Ster-
ling Municipal Library

• RTC Property, across Texas Avenue from Sterling 
Municipal Library

• Duke Hill Park, on West Main Street south of Goose 
Creek

• Roseland Park, on Cedar Bayou north of Highway 
99

• Bayland Park, on Goose Creek west of Business 
146

• McElroy Park, on West Baker near Decker Drive
• Bicentennial Park, near Lee College.

         BY MARK FLEMING 
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Anyone driving toward 
Interstate 10 on Spur 330 
will see a welcome sight: 
no construction barrels and 
no forced exit onto Inter-
state 10 eastbound.

All of the westbound 
lanes of Interstate 10 are 
open now after a weekend 
complete closure during 
which the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
removed temporary barri-
cades and returned pave-
ment striping to its normal 
configuration.

Both the direct ramp 
from Spur 330 and the 
ramp from FM 2100 onto 
the westbound Interstate 
are now open.

Repairs to the San Ja-
cinto Bridge are expected 
to continue through March 
and could require similar 
closures on weekends over 
the next two months.

TxDOT plans to close the 
eastbound bridge lanes this 
weekend to return that side 
to full service by next Mon-
day. That timetable will be 
confirmed or pushed back 
by the end of the week.

Barges torn loose by 
floodwaters in September 
hit the bridge supports, 
causing the bridge to be 
narrowed while emergency 
repairs were made.

That was the second time 
in 2019 that a barge strike 
slowed traffic on the bridge.

I-10 
lanes 
back  
open

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A teenager that committed a felony by 
burglarizing a Crosby gun shop has also 
been charged with the murder of one of 
the accomplices.

Angel Cardenas, 17, has been charged 
with felony murder and tampering with 
evidence in relation to a robbery that oc-
curred Jan. 7 at the Central Guns and Bar-
bershop in the 2000 block of Kennings 

Road in Crosby, according to court doc-
uments. 

When the would-be thieves tried to rob 
the gun shop that belongs to 79-year-old 
U.S. Army veteran Raymond Balcero-
wicz, the duo were met with gunfire from 
the shop’s owner. The robbers returned 
fire, but Balcerowicz took refuge behind 
a nearby tree and was able to fend off the 
shooters, who fled in a truck and a car. 

After the robbers fled, the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office received a 9-1-1 call 

saying to come to the 3800 
block of Morelos Road, some 
10 miles away from the gun 
shop. There, Deputy B. Davis 
said he found Jose Flores, 23, 
dead on the side of the road 
near the passenger side of a 
white 2014 Chevrolet Spark 
with two gunshot wounds. 

He was pronounced dead at 4:53 a.m., 
court documents stated. 

The court documents further state Davis 
found a spent cartridge inside the vehicle 
and a 9mm spent cartridge on the ground 
next to the driver’s side door. Davis was 

then told about the gun shop robbery 
and that a small white car, along with a 
dark-colored pickup truck, were involved 
in the burglary. 

Davis said he also learned there two 
other individuals in the vehicle. One was 
identified as Cardenas, while the other 
was 20-year-old Jacob Angel Hinojosa. 
When first responders arrived, both Hi-
nojosa and Cardenas were administering 
CPR to Flores. Hinojosa refused to pro-
vide a statement without legal represen-
tation. 

Teen charged with murder in gun shop robbery
n Charge stems from death of alleged accomplice
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Baytown and ExxonMobil join 
forces to bolster green canopy

COMMUNITY
SFA art student         
from Winnie awarded 
art scholarship

United Way of Greater 
Baytown Area and Cham-
bers County will host sev-
eral Community Conver-
sations to gather input on 
issues impacting the quali-
ty of life in our community. 

The board of directors 
and staff will use this in-
formation as they work on 
a strategic plan that will 
become the reference doc-
ument to include goals to 
help the organization work 
smarter to meet the needs 
of the community. To do 
so, it is important to hear 
from residents, donors, 
volunteers, agencies, busi-
ness leaders and leaders of 
industry that support the 
greater Baytown area and 
Chambers County.

To help United Way pre-

pare, RVSP to admin@
unitedwaygbacc.org or call 
281-424-5922, ext. 1001 
to participate in one of the 
following sessions: 

• Wednesday, from 4-6 
p.m. at Sterling Municipal 
Library, 1 Mary Elizabeth 
Wilbanks Ave., Baytown 

• Jan. 22, from 7:30-9:30 
a.m. at Sterling Municipal 
Library

• Jan. 27, from noon-2 
p.m at 1410 Lilton Sonnier 
Ave., Winnie

• Feb. 6, from 1-3 pm at 
Barbers Hill ISD Eagle’s 
Nest, 600 Eagle Drive, 
Mont Belvieu

• Feb. 10, from noon-2 
p.m. at Wellness Center, 
2200 S. Main St., Anahuac

For more, visit www.
unitedwaygbacc.org          

United Way community 

meetings kick off Jan. 15
Beloved Baytown 
restaurant owner dies

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Many considered his breakfast tacos 
were second to none, as was his legend-
ary  generosity. 

Dan Perez, who served up those fa-
mous breakfast burritos for more than 
30 years in Baytown, died Sunday 
morning. He was 65. 

His C&D’s Grocery and Bakery 
served customers from Baytown and all 
over on Market Street until a devastat-
ing fire in January 2018. Before that, he 
had a store on Missouri Street and be-
fore that, he had one behind Robert E. 
Lee High School. The breakfast tacos he 
served, as well as his penchant for help-
ing those in need, left an indelible mark 
on the community.

“The one thing I know is that he is not 
suffering anymore,” said Melissa Perez, 

his daughter. 
Melissa Perez said her 

father started with a store 
behind Lee High School 
in the early 1980s. After 
about 10 years, he moved 
his store over to Missouri 
Street before purchasing 
the old Elk Lodge on Mar-

ket Street. 
“He gave food to churches, little 

leagues, funerals, cheerleaders, softball 
teams, all kinds of things, and any time 
anyone passed, he gave food away,” she 
said. “Anytime someone came to ask, 
he gave.”

Melissa Perez said he started giving 
food to the REL team when her brother, 
Mike, played for the Ganders.  

“He made the turkey legs and 
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