
“United Way of Greater Baytown Area & Chambers 
County has activated Baytown Area & Chambers 
County Disaster Recovery group. At this time they are 

working with 
local agencies 
and the City of 
Baytown who 
are assessing the 
damage. From 
this information 
the group will 
determine how 
individuals can 
request assistance. 
Assistance will be 
based on available 
funding,” said 
UWGBACC 
Executive 
Director Melissa 
Reabold.

See page 3 for 
helpful links to 
agencies.

• John Allen Cook

 • Elizabeth Gray 
Overstreet Fitzgerald

• Joanne L. Jones

• Kelly Lounsberry 
Lynch

Page 3A

Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also 
reap.

~ Galatians 6:7c
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Junior Diabetes 
Research 
Foundation Gala
See the final funds 
raised at the JDRF Gala.
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Clothing drive to 
help Deer Park 
senior citizens

Faith Community Hospice 

is hosting a clothing drive 

benefitting the residents of 
Jacinto Manor Nursing Home 

in Deer Park, who have been 

displaced due to storms in the 

area this week. Residents are 

in need of items like shirts, 
pants, socks and pillows. 

Donations can be dropped 

off at to Kathy Anderson at 
Faith Community Hospice, 

located at 4721 Garth Rd in 

Baytown. Area churches are 
being asked to take part, as 

well as community members. 

Donations will be distributed 

to residents beginning on 

Monday, January 30. 

For more information 
please call 281-422-0414. 

For additional ways to assist 

the Deer Park Community, 

contact Mayor Jerry Mouton, 

Jr. at 281-478-7246.
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Leading Medicine — Right Here in Baytown

New Patient Tower Open

BY LAURIE TERRY
Junior Diabetes Research Foundation

On Saturday, January 21, guests attending 
the JDRF Walk the Red Carpet for a Cure 
Gala, experienced a wonderful evening of din-
ing, live and silent auctions and dancing to the 
music of the Ziggy Band.  The event honored 
Dr. Greg and Laurie Terry and remembered 

Darrell Lamb and Sherry Pritchard longtime 
supporters of JDRF.  Ambassadors Kaitlyn 
Mica, diagnosed at 3 years and Sammy Lara, 
diagnosed with diabetes at age 11, greeted 
guests and participated in event festivities.  
Money raised goes toward diabetes research 
and education to find a cure for this disease.  
“Over 250 guests came to support a cause that 
is very important to me and all others impact-

ed by diabetes,” stated Laurie Terry, President 
of the Baytown Chapter of JDRF. “We are tru-
ly blessed to have a community so engaged in 
helping us to find a cure,” Terry stated. “Many 
individuals, organizations and businesses sup-
ported the gala by sponsoring and donating 
items for the live and silent auction making 
this event so successful.” 

JDRF Gala Nets $72,639 Contributing $360,976 Over the Past 5 Years
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Governor declares disaster
UW Disaster Recovery team activated

With MB mayor retiring, McWilliams runs

BY DAVE ROGERS

dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

There will be a 
changing of the guard 
at the City of Mont Bel-
vieu.

After nearly 19 years 
as the mayor of Mont 
Belvieu, Nick Dixon is 
stepping down.

Joey McWilliams, a 
city council member for 
10 years, is running to 
be the new mayor, with 
Dixon’s blessing.

“Twenty years is enough, and it’s time 
to let Joey have it,” said Dixon, who 
spent 25 years in all as a council mem-
ber and mayor for one of the country’s 
fastest growing cities. Mont Belvieu has 
tripled in size since he came aboard.

Election Day is May 6 and the other 
two council members whose terms are 
up in May, Mike Pomykal in Position 
1 and Laurie Guidry in Position 2, have 

registered for re-election.
Mickey Bertrand has filed to run 

against Guidry for Position 2.
Both Dixon and his wife Loretta have 

recently retired, he from Kinder Morgan 
pipelines and she from the City of Mont 
Belvieu, where she headed up aquatics 
and seniors programs for nearly four de-
cades.

“We’re not moving. We’ll stay here,” 
Nick Dixon said. “We’ll do a little trav-
eling, but not that much.”

Some of the traveling will be to Oma-
ha, Nebraska, where a granddaughter 
plays basketball for Creighton Univer-
sity. Daughter Jennifer Santana and her 
husband have just moved back to Mont 
Belvieu, meaning the retiring mayor will 
see plenty of his two younger grand-
daughters, one at Lee College, the other 
a sixth-grader at Barbers Hill.

McWilliams just won his fourth three-
year term in Position 5 last year and has 
been mayor pro tem for six years.

Baytown kicks off 75th celebration

Joey 
McWilliams

Recovery from storm goes full steam
BY DAVE ROGERS

dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

The rescuing blessedly finding no human 
casualties, recovery from Tuesday’s EF-1 
tornado that swept along Baytown’s Bayway 
Drive was proceeding at a rapid pace at the 
end of the week.

Residents and volunteers pulled storm de-
bris into huge piles along Bayway and Weav-
er Street and City of Baytown grapple trucks 
loaded the broken boards, roofless roofing 
tiles, twisted pipes and smashed children’s 
playthings into dump trucks to carry them 
away.

A string of dump trucks lined up at the cor-
ner of Bayway and Weaver and in the back-
ground front end loaders crossed lawns, carry-
ing sawed sections of trees to the street.

In all, the city said at noon Friday that 60 
houses were damaged by the storm. Four 
houses were destroyed, while seven more had 
major damage.

Jerry Sanders’ business, L&M Fiberglass on 
Bayway, was a total write-off.

If he had insurance.
But because he was quite literally right 

across the street from the bay, no one would 
sell it to him.

“It’s bad enough where I’m not going to re-
build it here,” he said. “By the time I got it 
back up, I’d be too old to work here.”

The metal sides and roof of Sanders’ office 
and shop were scattered all over his next door 
neighbor’s vacant back lot. Miraculously, 
there was little or no damage to the dozen or 
so boats he had on hand to work on. Some had 
been out front in the open, but others were un-
der a roof when Sanders left work.

Sanders leaving was the real miracle. The 
resident of Cove said he and a helper were 
working at his shop when a friend told him 
the tornado was making a beeline for his shop.

“I told my helper to jump in the car. ‘We’re 
out of here.’ By the time I got to Baker Road, 
a truck tire came flying by my truck. I turned 

around and got to I-10,” he said.
Friday was the third day Sanders and a half 

dozen younger friends sorted through the 
damage, looking for tools and materials that 
could be salvaged.

“I haven’t contacted all my customers,” 
Sanders said. “All my invoices blew out. But 
I’m pretty lucky, because there’s nothing I 
can’t fix.”

A block down the street,  Gary Flores and 
son Todd Flores were warming up the charcoal 
grill and preparing to cook dozens of pounds 
of ground beef donated by his Rocking Horse 
Riders trail-riding group and others. Thursday, 
the Rocking Horse Riders had assisted the 
Salvation Army in feeding 350 people.

“The Salvation Army ran out of food (Fri-
day afternoon), so we started cooking ham-
burgers,” Gary Flores said as his brother, Troy 
Flores, sorted the damage to his home behind 
the cooking grill.
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Baytown Mayor Brandon 

Capetillo, right, is joined by 

local historian Chuck Chan-

dler as Baytown officially 

kicked off its 75th birthday 

celebration Wednesday 

night at the Republic of 

Texas Plaza. 

Capetillo is holding a 

reprint of a 1948 Daily Sun 

newspaper printed by The 
Baytown Sun for Chandler’s 

re-enactment of the area’s 

history leading up to Jan. 

24, 1948.

On that date, Pelly and 

Baytown voted to consoli-

date as Baytown. Previous-

ly, Pelly had annexed the 

third member of what they 

called the Tri-Cities, Goose 

Creek.

Pelly Mayor Fred T. Pelly 

even campaigned for the 

name change to Baytown.  
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