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*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 680 or greater, no 
bankruptcy in the previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer does not 
include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
Real estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a representative 
for more details. CRCU membership required. Offer expires 08/31/20.
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Barbers Hill ISD board met for a special meeting 
to canvass the votes from a recent election that drew some 
controversy after officials forged ahead to hold it amid a 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Giving the final count, the board unanimously approved 
canvassing the votes for a $277.5 million bond. The bond 
is designed to help addressed growth issues in the district. 
Funding from the bond will help build two intermediate 
campuses and a ninth-grade campus. The bond funds will 
also assist in adding to the existing elementary schools and 
for district-wide safety and security initiatives. 

The final tally for the bond, called Proposition A on the 
ballot, was 1,595 in favor of it and 248 against. Dr. Greg 
Poole, Barbers Hill superintendent, said a record 87% ap-
proved of the bond, and the turnout was two-and-a-half 
times as the previous bond election. 

In the race for Position No. 4, incumbent Clint Pipes re-
ceived 1,512 votes, while challenger  Brandie Ybarra re-
ceived 305 votes. 

George Barrera ran unopposed for Position No. 3 and 
received a final total count of 1,682 votes. 

The May election was met with some opposition since 
COVID-19 was causing concerns for voters to cast ballots 
in person. Some Republican politicians claimed to have the 
election in May instead of moving it to November, as Gov. 
Greg Abbott declared he would allow cities and boards to 
do so, endangered the public. The issue of mail-in ballots, 
something Texas Democrats are suing over, came up as a 
possible solution for voters concerned over COVID-19. 
Although the district saw a higher number of requests 
for mail-in ballot applications than in the past, many still 
turned out in person to cast ballots. 

State Rep. Briscoe Cain became involved in the election 
when he asked Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s office 
to conduct a criminal investigation into the election, saying 
voters were being encouraged to vote in person rather than 
use mail-in balloting. Officials in Paxton’s office have not 
said whether they will investigate or not. 

Poole reflected on the election during the special board 
meeting. 

“I once coached a team that was dead last and finished 
first. It was a bunch of kids out at Cut and Shoot, Texas,” 
Poole said. “It was an improbable task. But it pales in com-
parison to what we went through to get this done. It ranks 
up there for more than one reason. Not because of the Sec-
retary of State, not because of the Attorney General, and 
not because of the politically motivated politicians. But 
because of the fear that (Assistant Superintendent of Fi-
nance Becky McManus) or her people would somehow be 
harmed by it. That is what makes you stay awake at night.”

Poole said a collective effort brought about a victory for 
the bond. 

“This was absolutely the definition of ‘we can, we will,’” 
Poole said. “There are many more things that could have 
gone wrong that went right. It was pulled off because of the 
team effort of the community. They rallied. Becky’s group, 
I commend all of you. When we said we were going to do 
this, there was a vision of bodies packing up on the streets. 
It was a genuine fear, and it is still serious.”

BY CARLA RABALAIS

Barbers Hill High School Art 
Teacher Sheryl Duncan remembers 
the first time she was old enough to 
vote in a presidential election. Her 
choice was George W. Bush. As a 
young adult and artist, she never 
dreamed she would one day meet the 
43rd President of the United States.

Duncan has taught art to students 
in Barbers Hill since 2008. In recent 
years, the 41-year-old developed a 
debilitating spinal tumor that, though 
benign, leaves her struggling to ac-
complish simple tasks in near-con-
stant pain. In many ways, her art pro-
vides a soothing distraction.

One of Duncan’s favorite art forms 
is portraiture, though she admits she 
never created a portrait of a famous 
person until 2018, when former Pres-
ident George H. W. Bush and First 
Lady Barbara Bush passed away. 
Their story captured Duncan’s heart.

She had taught her advanced art 
students a portrait technique using 
word art, and she began her own 
piece, using the words of the elder 
Bush’s love letters to Barbara.

But Duncan was so inspired by the 
poignant tribute to the elder Bush by 
his son George W. Bush during his 
father’s funeral, she abandoned her 
first project to create a new one.

“I’ve always admired both of 
the Bush presidents,” Duncan said. 
“They were strong and trustworthy 
leaders for our country, and the 
words of President [GW] Bush’s eu-
logy for his dad really moved me.”

Though the project was one that 
took nearly a year to complete, it was 
one that gave her satisfaction as well 
as distraction.

“Sometimes pain won’t let you fo-
cus on many other things, so it’s nice 
to have something difficult to work 
on. It forces you to go somewhere 
else mentally,” she said.

When the portrait was complete, 
Duncan wasn’t sure how to share it.

“I always felt that I would give 
this piece to the Bush family,” Dun-
can said. “But I had no connection to 
make that happen.”

She took a photo of the art and 
reached out to friends and family 
via Facebook, voicing her desire to 
share the original with the Bush fam-
ily. Someone in her network, who is 
still anonymous to Duncan, made 
that connection for her. She is deeply 
grateful for the outpouring of support 
from each person along that path. 

“Former President [GW] Bush’s 
chief of staff wrote to me in De-
cember, after the family saw the 
print,” Duncan said. “I just cried. 
They invited my family to attend a 

private dinner at the Houston Pub-
lic Library, where former President 
Bush’s Wounded Warrior art would 
be unveiled to a few members of the 
public.”

Duncan and her husband, Daniel, 
and daughter Lyla Max, attended the 
event in February, where they met 
President and Mrs. George W. Bush. 
Duncan presented the former presi-
dent and first lady with the original 
piece of art.

“He was so down-to-earth and 
complimentary,” Duncan recalled. 
“He said I had captured the kindness 
in his dad’s eyes. He even offered to 
share some additional writings by his 
dad for the first piece I began.”

The evening was surreal, Duncan 
said, and one that encouraged and 
humbled her in many ways.

“I’m someone who needs control, 
and I’ve had very little of that these 
past few years with my health,” she 
said. “To have something that I’ve 
worked extra hard to accomplish be 
recognized in such a grand way, it 
really gives me the courage to get 
through the next round of challeng-
es.”

Duncan continues to work on the 
original Bush piece, as well as por-
traits of Astros players and a por-
trait of the late Kobe Bryant and his 
daughter Gianna. Over the years, her 
work has become a way to help oth-
ers.

“I’m a perfectionist,” Duncan said, 
“so details can sometimes drive me 
crazy. But these projects are amazing 
therapy.

“Sometimes I get very sad when 
I’m writing the words,” she said. 
“But the reason I continue doing 
them, even though they feel heavy 
sometimes, is because my Dad told 
me once that I am helping people to 
grieve and preserve memories, in a 
way that nobody else can.” 

Barbers Hill High School Art Teacher Sheryl Duncan and her family attended a private art display in February hosted 
by former President George W. Bush and his wife Laura. Duncan presented the Bush family with an original portrait of 
President George H. W. Bush that she created.

Barbers Hill teacher shares 
art with Bush family

Barbers Hill High School Art Teach-
er Sheryl Duncan used the words of 
President George W. Bush in his eulo-
gy for his father to create a portrait 
that caught the attention of the Bush 
family. Duncan presented the origi-
nal piece to the Bush at a private art 
showing at the Houston Library.

BH canvasses 
election results

United Way of Greater Baytown Area and Chambers 
County announced another $2,000 COVID-19 Emergen-
cy grant was awarded to Hearts and Hands. 

“We are happy to award this COVID-19 Emergency 
grant to Hearts and Hands as they continue to work tire-
lessly to meet the rising food needs in our community,” 
said Sabrina Martin, chair of the COVID-19 Emergen-
cy Committee. The grant will allow Hearts and Hands 
to facilitate a home delivery program to 600 individuals 
who are seniors, disabled, quarantined and homebound. 
The individuals are identified by local agencies that also 
provide a volunteer to pick up and deliver the food to 
the needy individual. There have been several individuals 
already identified who are normally able to attend food 
distributions but are not able to and they do not qualify 
for other services that provide food to individuals in their 
homes.

United Way supporting 
myriad community needs

Gov. Greg Abbott earmarked Monday, 
May 18 as the day gyms and fitness facil-
ities may resume operations as a part of 
Phase 1 of his plan to reopen Texas. The 
City of Mont Belvieu is now making the 
necessary arrangements to reopen the Ea-
gle Pointe Recreation Center (12430 Eagle 
Pointe Drive, Mont Belvieu) within the 

guidelines established by the State of Tex-
as and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

One of the biggest changes for EPRC 
members will be the hours of operation. 
The facility’s hours have been adjusted 
to allow the building and equipment to 
be sanitized before open, midday, and at 

close. Eagle Pointe Recreation Center’s 
hours will be:

 • Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
(closed from 2 - 3 p.m. to sanitize)

• Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (closed from 
1-2 p.m. to sanitize)

 • Sunday Noon – 5 p.m. (no sanitization 
closure)

These hours will remain in effect until 
a larger occupancy and lower restrictions 
are allowed.

As of Monday, May 18, Eagle Pointe 
Recreation Center will be open to the pub-
lic but operating under the following re-
strictions and guidelines:

Mont Belvieu to reopen Eagle Pointe Recreation Center May 18
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