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Like comics, anime or collectibles? Then visit Nerd Con 2 to satisfy 
your inner fanboy.  

The Chambers County Library System in partnership with the City of 
Mont Belvieu and Eastern Rim Funny Book and Vintage Con is hosting 
Nerd Con 2 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at the Eagle Pointe Recre-
ation Complex, 12450 Eagle Pointe Drive in Mont Belvieu. There is no 
charge for entry or parking. 

Nerd Con 2 is a day filled with games, panels, vendors, celebrity 
guests and more.    

“It is a family-friendly, so there’s something for everyone,” said An-
nie Vass, assistant Chambers County librarian. “Last year, we had a lot 
of fun, so we just hope to see more people come out this year.”

Over 100 vendors are scheduled along with authors, artists, voice-
over actors, and more. Special celebrity guests include: Russell Hantz 
from CBS’s “Survivor”; Tiffany Vollmer, who voices Bulma in “Drag-
on Ball”; Whitney Rodgers of “Prison School”; Christie Guidry of 
“Kampfer”; Blake Weir of “Mitsuboshi Colors”; and Tom McKee of 
“One Piece.” 

Comic guests and artists include Doug Hazlewood, Matthew Wel-
don, Bill Williams, Moustafa Moussa, and director Joe Grisaffi.

Attendees are encouraged to dress in your favorite cosplay, attend a 
panel, try light saber training and stock up on inexpensive novelties, 
books and artwork from the vendors.  

Comic book conventions are popular events attended by hundreds 
and sometimes thousands of people. Some cons are held at convention 

centers, community centers, and yes, even libraries. The growing ap-
peal of comics and manga can be seen with the growing popularity of 
comic and anime conventions. 

For the latest, visit www.nerdconmb.com or follow the Nerd Con 
Facebook page for constant updates, https://www.facebook.com/Nerd-
ConTx. You can also call the library at 281-576-2245.    

• Billy Doyle Walker                   

• Randal Steve Oakley

• Jesse Dwane Tooke
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For this is what the high 
and exalted One says 
— he who lives forever, 
whose name is holy: “I live 
in a high and holy place, 
but also with the one who 
is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the lowly and to revive the 
heart of the contrite.”   
       — Isaiah 57:15
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Many city activities 
set to ring in season
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O’BRIEN SEEKS 1ST WIN OVER BELICHICK AS TEXANS HOST PATS SPORTS

SUNNEWS Loud & proud: Barbers Hill fans cheer Eagles at NRG

Students and fans for the Barbers Hill Eagles cheer Friday at NRG Stadium in Houston. The Eagles saw its playoff run end 
55-35 by the Manvel Mavericks in a Region 3 semifinal. (Photo by Kim Keefer)

Goodfellows needed
Baytown Junior Forum’s 

annual Goodfellows Christ-
mas toy drive is underway. 
Goodfellows provides two 
new toys to children in 
Baytown, Highlands and 
Mont Belvieu aged 2-10. 
Goodfellows has been able 
to run successfully since 
1931, due to the generous 
donations of local citizens. 
Please send donations to: 
Goodfellows 
c/o Baytown Junior Forum
PO Box 8116
Baytown, TX  77522

Christmas 
kick off

People dressed as comic book characters during last year’s “Nerd Con” 
in Mont Belvieu. More than 250 attended the event. This year’s event, 
Nerd Con 2, is Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Eagle Pointe Recre-
ation Complex in Mont Belvieu. (Sun file photo)

Nerd Con returns to Mont Belvieu next weekend
Organizer: ‘Something for everyone’

Race is on: Sheriff  
files for re-election

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County Sheriff Brian 
Hawthorne has officially filed for 
re-election, ensuring he will be on the 
ballot in the Chambers County Re-
publican Party primary this March.

“As the Chambers County sher-
iff, I am committed to the safety of 
our communities and proud of our 
violent crime arrest success,” Haw-
thorne said. “I feel blessed to have a 
team that has a 100% murder clear-

ance rate by solving ev-
ery homicide in our ju-
risdiction since I have 
been elected sheriff. A 
special thanks to our 
Chambers County law 
enforcement partners: 
Baytown and Mont 
Belvieu police depart-
ments, along with the 

Department of Public Safety who 
have all helped in keeping our county 
safe and a wonderful place to live.” 

HAWTHORNE
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BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

It was the final Black Friday at 
San Jacinto Mall as we have come 
to know it. 

With a view from above, the 
clusters of parked cars around the 
mall might have brought to mind 
a patchy beard. The signs point-
ing out where shops were located 
might have seemed more nostal-
gic than informational. But there 
were sales. And just outside Bath 
& Body Works, there was Santa, 
taking pictures with children. 

“We have not been here in a 
long time,” Mellony Schein of 

Baytown said. “We came back 
to see if it was still here. In the 
1980s, there was a lot of traffic.”

Schein, who graduated from 
Barbers Hill in 1980, recalled 
when the mall was new, a gem 
on the east side of Harris County. 
But with the mall in the midst of a 
substantial facelift, it seemed long 
ago.

“We had some shopping to do 
and came to Macy’s,” she said. 
“We also wanted to see what has 
been done. I was actually sur-
prised to see how many shops are 
still here.”

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

The final Black Friday for the San Jacinto Mall featured some going out of 
business sales and a reminder of the good old days. The mall will close 
Jan. 5 with JCPenney and Macy’s remaining open during the next phase 
of demolition and construction of San Jacinto Marketplace, a 1 million 
square foot open-air shopping center. 

End near for Baytown mall as we know it
Only Macy’s, JCPenney will be open after 
Jan. 5 when next phase of new mall begins
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College: Annexed land 
a step toward new site

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Lee College President Dennis Brown and 
Board Chairman Mark Hall, in a letter to the 
community, envision a future campus in Mont 
Belvieu or south Liberty County to serve the 
growing population of that area as Great-
er Houston continues to expand eastward, 
squarely into the state-designated area the col-

lege serves.
“With the Main Campus in Baytown, our 

McNair Center up on Interstate 10, and the 
Lee College Education Center in South Lib-
erty County, Mont Belvieu or possibly further 
north will be the ideal sites for a Lee College 
presence,” the letter says.

A strategy for making that future a reality 
was unveiled in the Nov. 21 Board of Regents 
meeting when the college district annexed 
about 36 acres of property on FM 565 in Mont 
Belvieu, down the road from City Hall.
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n Viewpoints: A future home 
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