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PreK Center student Kyle Kennedy takes part in the Storybook Parade at Barbers Hill Middle School South. 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

At the urging of local officials, 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation will start a six-month 
trial period, beginning Nov. 1, 
to allow some overweight trucks 
on the segment of Highway 99/
Grand Parkway between Inter-
state 10 and the Fred Hartman 
Bridge.

The trial is to see if lifting the 
weight restriction on the toll road 
will decrease truck traffic on 
Highway 146 through Baytown, 

according to Chambers County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Bil-
ly Combs when he addressed 
the Baytown/West Chambers 
County Economic Development 
Foundation board this week.

The trial will be limited to 
trucks with permits for over-
weight — but not oversize — 
loads that are carrying contain-
erized cargo. It is particularly 
intended to divert trucks carrying 
plastic pellets.

Combs said toll roads in the 
area normally prohibit any over-

weight vehicles, which effective-
ly forces trucks traveling from 
Mont Belvieu to Port Houston to 
use Highway 146.

“It’s not the final fix, but it’s 
sure a good step in the right di-
rection,” Combs said. 

Previous Commissioner Rusty 
Senac had worked on the situa-
tion for years, he said, and the 
ef-forts have continued.

Just two major sites — Exxon-
Mobil Plastics Plant and KTN — 
account for more than 600 truck 
movement a day, Combs said.

Being able to run many of 
those on Highway 99 should 
make a dent in Highway 146 
traffic, even as other efforts to 
relieve congestion continue.

One challenge, Combs said, is 
TxDOT has not agreed to open 
the segment north of Interstate 
10 to overweight trucks even 
after it opens to traffic, meaning 
trucks originating or going to 
Mont Belvieu industries will still 
be funneled through part of the 
congested segment of Highway 
146.

Also, overweight trucks will 
be prohibited during peak traffic 
hours.

During the six-month trial, 
Combs said, TxDOT will eval-
uate the effect on traffic and the 
effect on the number of traffic 
accidents, both on 146 and on 
99, to determine if the program 
can continue.

Ongoing construction on 
Highway 99 will also complicate 
the trail period, he said, but Tx-
DOT has agreed to take that into 
account in its evaluation.

Hwy 146 pilot plan aims to reduce truck traffic

Ethan Rodriguez of Barbers Hill PreK Center celebrated 
a favorite character during fall festivities.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The folks at Barbers Hill ISD were treat-
ed to some good news when representa-
tives from Weaver and Tidwell, an auditing 
firm, issued the district a favorable opin-
ion, financially speaking. 

Dr. Greg Poole, Barbers Hill ISD super-
intendent, said he and Greg Peterson of 
Weaver had a discussion prior to the board 
meeting. 

“I hate to put words in his mouth, but it 
was something like this was the ‘best audit 
ever,’” Poole said.  

Peterson pointed out the district imple-
mented Governmental Accounting Stan-
dards Board Statement No. 84. He said 
the district adopted GASB No. 84 for ac-
counting and reporting for fiduciary ac-
tivities. The statement improves guidance 

for fiduciary activities identification for ac-
counting and financial reporting purposes. 
It also covers how those activities should 
be reported.

As part of the audit, Peterson said they 
tested the district’s federal grants. This led 
to Weaver issuing an unmodified opinion 
on the district’s compliance with major 
programs. 

Peterson said Weaver looks at the qual-
itative aspects of the entity’s significant 
accounting policies when auditing. They 
found the most sensitive accounting es-
timates affecting the financial statements 
were allowance for uncollectable taxes, 
Foundation School Program revenue, and 
incurred but not reported accrual for work-
er’s compensation.

Peterson briefly went over the district’s 
General Fund, which he said is the primary 
operating fund of the district. The total gen-

eral fund revenue is $116 million. About 
$95.9 million comes from local and inter-
mediate sources such as property taxes. 
Another $19.2 million is in state programs, 
and $832,789 is in federal programs. 

The general fund balance began with 
$49.1 million and ended with $43 million, 
a $6.1 million difference.

“The decrease of $6.1 million in fund 
balance is the result of increases in in-
structional expenses and donations to the 
Education Foundation,” Peterson said. 
“The final amended budget for the general 
fund budgeted a decrease in fund balance 
of $9.2 million. The difference between 
the budgeted decrease and actual is a $3 
million positive variance when we look at 
final amended budget versus actual expen-
ditures.” 

Peterson said $26.3 million was donated 
to the Education Foundation from the gen-

eral fund. Last year, that figure was $10.2 
million. 

“These donations are recorded as com-
munity services expenditures in the general 
fund and are properly budgeted,” Peterson 
said. 

The Education Foundation has a total of 
$121.2 million in assets as of year-end, Pe-
terson said. 

Poole explained the budget was not in 
deficit. 

“It may look like a deficit budget, you 
add in the $26 million or even the $10 mil-
lion, and it is not a deficit budget,” Poole 
said. “That is misleading. Not only is it not 
a deficit budget, but you also actually made 
a decision that netted the district $2 mil-
lion. That was a very wise move. We are 
unique. There is no other district that has 
an evaluation such as ours. It is really not a 
true deficit budget.”

Barbers Hill ISD receives favorable financial audit 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A large apartment com-
plex planned for Langston 
Boulevard near the new 
Hackberry Gully Park 
moved another step closer 
to reality when the Mont 
Belvieu City Council ap-
proved an economic de-
velopment agreement sup-
porting the project at its 
meeting Monday.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike 
Pomykal, who presided in 
the absence of Mayor Nick 
Dixon, said the agreement 
is with the Barbers Hill Ed-
ucation Foundation, which 
is a major investor in the 
project.

The vote approving the 
agreement came after an 
executive session in which 
council members discussed 
the deal for more than an 
hour.

For part of that time the 
discussion included for-
mer City Manager Nathan 
Watkins, who was heavily 
involved in the planning 
stages of the project.

The project is ultimately 
planned to have about 700 
units, with about half of 
that being built in the first 
stage of construction, ac-
cording to information pro-
vided in an earlier council 
meeting in June.

Signs of the times
Mont Belvieu City 

Council approved a revised 
sign ordinance Monday.

Discussion of the ordi-
nance began with wanting 
to regulate electronic signs 
and grew into an overhaul 

of the ordinance to incor-
porate changes needed in 
response to recent Supreme 
Court rulings requiring 
content-neutral sign regu-
lations.

New requirements re-
quire electronic signs to 
have a static image than 
can change no more than 
once an hour, limit max-
imum brightness both 
during daytime and night-
time hours, and limit busi-
nesses to blocking no more 
than 30% of window area 
with signs.

The ordinance also al-
lows for coordinated sig-
nage within business parks 
and allows individual con-
sideration of architectural-
ly unique signs that exceed 
normal size requirements.

The new ordinance does 
not apply to signs posted 
by the city or the school 
district. It was approved 
4-2.

Fire service
Council also approved 

a contract to provide fire 
and EMS service to Old 
River-Winfree, including 
both inside the city limits 
and the city’s extraterritori-
al jurisdiction. The volun-
teer fire department serv-
ing that area is no longer 
functioning. Mont Belvieu 
will receive county funds 
that supported the former 
OR-W fire department and 
will also receive a new 
tanker truck.

The measure passed 6-0.

MB council OKs 
apartment deal

 Barbers Hill PreK Center student Olivia Valles enjoys a Sto-
rybook Parade and welcome by students through the halls 
of BH Middle School South during fall festivities.


