
Thursday, August 15, 2019

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

Rates as low as

LOANS

Rates as low as

SSS !
New RV, travel trailer, boat, personal  watercraft, ATV & motorcycle loans 

1 1

CRCU.org/FunandSun
*APR=annual percentage rate. All loans subject to credit approval, some restrictions apply. Visit crcu.org/funandsun for more details & disclosures. 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Texas House Rep. Mayes Middleton and Texas Sen-
ator Brandon Creighton spoke of their successes and 
future hopes, saying there much was accomplished in 
Austin during the 86th Texas Legislative session. 

“With Texas legislators, we have to have our priorities 
accomplished or push them to the top and get to work on 
them quickly,” Creighton said at Tuesday’s West Cham-
bers County Chamber of Commerce lunch. “We are on 
the clock, once it runs out, we have to come home and 
explain it to our constituents.”

Both Creighton and Middleton spoke about Senate 
Bill 2 and House Bill 3, which provided property tax 
relief and school finance reform.  

“On the property tax front, for the first time in four 
decades, we have reform,” Middleton said. “It’s been 
a long time. Number one was creating $5 billion of 
property tax relief and placing a 2.5 percent hard cap 
on school maintenance and operation taxes. What that 
means is your valuation plus your tax, the full M&O, 
which is the largest portion of your tax bill, cannot ex-
ceed a 2.5 percent growth per year. It also means the 
state has to contribute more.”

The bill also reduces the rollback rate to 3.5 percent 
for cities and counties. 

“It been going on for many, many years that the tax 
rate stays the same and valuations skyrocket,” Middle-
ton said. “Now, valuation and the tax rate were finally 
looked at together.”

Middleton said HB3 was an outstanding success. It 
costs $11.3 billion and provides $5.1 billion not only for 

property tax relief but also for pay raises for teachers, 
school nurses, counselors, librarians and staff in school 
districts in Texas. 

Middleton said thanks to the efforts in the Texas Sen-
ate and House voters will have the chance to prevent a 
state income tax once and for all this November. 

“Right now, we have very little protection from (a state 
income tax),” Middleton said. “A simple majority can 
overrule it. In November, there will be a constitutional 
ban on the ballot. If passed, we are pretty darn sure that 
we will never have a state income tax in Texas.”

Middleton expressed disappointment that House Bill 
281 did not pass.  

“One issue that did not go anywhere was that $41 mil-
lion a year of your tax money being diverted to Con-
gress Avenue lobbyists,” Middleton said. “(The money 
is) not for roads or other necessary projects. And they 
could be advocating against your best interest. It passed 
the Texas Senate but was 18 votes short in the House.”

But Middleton was happy mandatory tax relief ap-
praisals will be on the ballot in November. 

“Say your house is damaged in August by water in a 
storm,” he said. “In October, November, or December, 
they should cut the value of that, because it is not right 
to take the valuation of an undamaged home based on 
the previous January’s valuation. What this allows you 
to do is keep your hard-earned money in your own pock-
et to rebuild after a disaster.”

Middleton said a good thing for Chambers County 
was the passage of SB6.

“We cannot annex anymore without permission,” he 
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Congressman: My bill will keep Americans safe

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

In response to the most recent mass 
shootings, U.S. Rep. Brian Babin is call-
ing for support of the Threat Assessment, 
Prevention, and Safety (TAPS) Act of 
2019 that he introduced in January along 
with Rep. Val Demings, a Democrat from 
Florida.

He also said in an interview on Fox 
News that he does not agree with President 
Trump’s call for “red flag” laws that would 
prevent legal gun sales to people “judged 
to be a grave risk to public safety.”

Babin said, “Red flag laws do have po-
tential to stop it, but also to do harm as 
well. Because a red flag law is an infringe-
ment, can be used to infringe upon your 
constitutional rights. Not saying it will 

happen, but it could happen.”
Asked whether it is appropriate for ci-

vilians to have access to AK-47s that can 
kill many people in seconds, Babin, who 
represents greater Baytown and Chambers 
County, dismissed the idea.

 “We always see a knee-jerk reaction, 
the Democrats go to gun-control, the Re-
publicans go to ‘let’s arm everybody.’ We 
have to get away from the weapon and the 
instrument of use here. We’ve got to be 
proactive,” he said. “Once the first shot is 
fired, you’re too late. You can’t be reactive 
and that’s why we have to be proactive. 
The TAPS Act, HR 838, would be proac-
tive. We can get this and do it bipartisanly. 
The people want it.”

The TAPS act would not address guns, 
but would provide training to improve the 
ability of local law enforcement to recog-

nize and manage potential 
threats based on the meth-
ods already used to pro-
tect the president and other 
high-profile persons.

A fact sheet Babin re-
leased about the bill said, 
“Pioneered by the U.S. 
Secret Service, behavioral 
threat assessment and man-

agement has proven successful in protect-
ing our presidents and foreign dignitaries. 
If this process works to protect the presi-
dent, elected officials, foreign dignitaries, 
and even celebrities, why aren’t we using 
it to protect our children and local com-
munities?”

In introducing the bill, he said, “The 
TAPS Act will provide our states and local 
communities with the resources, training, 
and support needed to stand up commu-
nity-driven, multidisciplinary behavioral 
threat assessment units--allowing us to 

connect the dots and manage threats be-
fore an attack can occur.”

Polls show that what most people want 
is action. More than three-fifths of Amer-
icans believe gun laws should be “more 
strict than they are now.” Some 92% 
support requiring universal background 
checks for all gun purchases and a sizable 
majority also supports a ban on the sale of 
semi-automatic assault rifles.

Babin’s official House website boasts of 
his gun rights support. “I am fully commit-
ted to supporting the Second Amendment 
as a protected right guaranteed to individ-
uals in the U.S. Constitution. My work in 
the Congress has earned me top ratings 
from the National Rifle Association and 
Gun Owners of America.”

“As a Member of the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Caucus and the Congressio-
nal Second Amendment Caucus,” he add-
ed, “we are working to protect these rights 
from gun-grabbing extremists.”

BABIN

n Rep decries gun control measure that Trump supports
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Texas Sen. Brandon Creighton, left and Texas House Rep. Mayes Middleton flank West Chambers County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Macie Schubert. The lawmakers spoke of their successes and hopes at the monthly 
chamber luncheon at Eagle Pointe Pavilion.

State lawmakers featured 
speakers at chamber lunch

BY MARK FLEMING
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The Mont Belvieu City 
Council heard a staff report 
Monday night recommend-
ing the city’s property tax 
rate remain unchanged for 
the coming year, and set 
public hearings for both the 
tax rate and the 2019-2020 
budget.

Director of Finance Ca-
lyn Wesson presented both 
the proposed budget and 
the proposed tax rate of 
$0.436659 per $100 valua-
tion, the same rate that has 
been in effect for several 
years.

Property tax is expected 
to bring in $17.8 million in 
the coming year.

Homeowners receive a 
20% homestead exemption 
on the value of their home, 
meaning they pay tax on 

just 80% of its value while 
commercial and industrial 
property is taxed at 100% 
of value.

Homeowners who are 
65 or older receive an 
additional exemption of 
$160,000 and disabled 
homeowners receive an ex-
emption of $75,000.

Wesson said about 83% 
of Mont Belvieu’s proper-
ty tax revenue comes from 
industry.

The council will hold 
public hearings on the tax 
rate on Aug. 26 and Sept. 9, 
and vote on the rate Sept. 
23.

It will have a public hear-
ing on the budget Sept. 9.

All of the public hear-
ings will be during regular 
city council meetings at 6 
p.m. in Council Chambers 
of City Hall.

No change 
proposed for 
MB tax rate

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

MONT BELVIEU —
With a $675 million ex-
pansion planned in Mont 
Belvieu, Enterprise Prod-
ucts is seeking a 10-year 
tax break. 

The tax break is within 
Barbers Hill ISD’s juris-
diction. The school board 
approved a Chapter 313 
application on June 24 but 
has not approved the final 
agreement, according to 
Jami Navarre, BH director 
of community relations. 

Navarre said a financial 
impact study would be 
conducted over the next 
several months and a rec-
ommendation would be 
brought to the school board 
for final approval of the 
agreement. 

According to the school 

district, when the facili-
ty becomes operational, it 
will be on the tax roll at 
$80 million for 10 years 
starting in 2022. However, 
it will be fully taxable for 
interest and sinking fund 
throughout the entire term 
of the agreement. 

Enterprise Products has 
asked the Texas Comptrol-
ler’s Office to approve the 
313 tax break.

If approved, the expan-
sion would build another 
natural gas liquids frac-
tionator and another de-
isobutanizer at the compa-
ny’s Mont Belvieu facility. 

The fractionator would 
separate and process 
150,000 barrels of natural 
gas liquids per day into eth-
ane, propane, butane and 
untreated natural gasoline, 
while the deisobutaniz-
er would be used to make 
75,000 barrels of isobutane 
per day from butane and 
mixed butane feedstocks. 

During construction, the 
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$675 mil question 
Enterprise seeks 
tax break for MB 
facility expansion


