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BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Six members of the Barbers 
Hill 4-H Shotgun team returned 
home following a strong perfor-
mance at the Texas 4-H Shoot-
ing Sports State Games Shotgun 
Championships in San Antonio at 
the National Shooting Complex.

Chailey Wilchek, who will at-
tend Angelo State University in 
the fall on a shooting scholarship, 
finished runner-up in the Lady 
Senior 2 division, just missing on 
an opportunity to reclaim the title 
she won a year ago.

“I felt like I could have done a 
whole lot better if I had my head 
on right,” Wilchek said. “It was 
just a tough week and I had to get 
through it. 

“The team did pretty good and 
we supported each other through-
out the week. The course that we 
shot at was a very beautiful place, 
but it was hot and humid.”

Wilchek also finished second in 
the American skeet, sporting and 

Whiz-bang competitions.
Wilchek also teamed with 

Ethan McCoy for third in the Se-
nior 2 two-man team American 
skeet.

Dason Wilchek, Conner Wal-
lace and Joe Vavra also brought 

home third-place with their per-
formance in the Senior 1 Ameri-
can Skeet three-man team shoot.

Wallace won the Senior 1 
American Trap Lewis B Class ti-
tle and finished second in the Se-
nior 1 modified trap shoot.

Wyatt Gates capped the tourna-
ment off with a Senior 1 Amer-
ican Trap Lewis B third-place 
finish.

“All of these kids have worked 
very hard to route the entire year 
to get better at each discipline 

and several of our team mem-
bers were able to walk away with 
awards,” Barbers Hill coach Sean 
Wilchek said. “Our team remains 
a very strong group within the 4H 
shooting sports community.  We 
hope to keep this tradition as we 
move forward and we also hope 
that any child who is interested in 
clay target shooting come out and 
give it a shot.”

The team will hold its Fun 
Shoot fundraiser 8 a.m. Saturday 
at the Greater Houston Sports 
Club, 6700 McHard Road in 
Houston, and it is open to any-
one where adults and youths can 
shoot at the event.

The shoot will be a fundraiser 
for the 4-H team and will consist 
of an adult division for individual 
and 4-man team competitions in 
sporting clay shooting, while 4-H 
teams will also battle it out in that 
along with skeet and Whiz-bang 
shooting events.

For more information on the 
Fun Shoot, email BH4Hshoo-
tingteam@gmail.com.

Barbers Hill shooting team wins nine state medals

The Barbers Hill 4-H Shotgun team returned home from the Texas 4-H Shooting State Games Shotgun Cham-
pionships with plenty of hardware. From left are, Conner Wallace, Dason Wilchek, Joe Vavra, Kolt Prater, Cody 
Tallant, Callie Welty, Chailey Wilchek, Ethan McCoy, Ethan Tindol, Wyatt Gates, Dane Goulding and Logan Lotz.

Chambers Co. deputy saves a life – again
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County Sheriff Deputy 
Braeden Boznango was once again the 
right man at the right time when he saved 
a young man from suicide. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said during the second week of 
July, Boznango was called to a home in 
the 5000 block of Blackberry Lane in Old 
River. The call was about someone un-
der the influence of narcotics and acting 
strangely, according to Hawthorne. 

“Upon arrival, Deputy Boznango 
learned from family members that the 
subject was possibly on drugs, had eaten 
oleander leaves while drinking beer, and 
was acting strangely stating ‘I’m out of 
here,’ and ‘I’m dead already’ before dis-
appearing to the rear of the residence,” 
Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne said Boznango, a two-year 

veteran of the Sheriff’s office, went to the 
rear of the residence with the person’s fa-
ther and discovered him inside a storage 
building.

“The subject was standing on a barstool 
with a yellow rope tied around his neck 
in the fashion of a noose,” Hawthorne 
said. “Upon seeing Deputy Boznango, he 
shouted at him to get back and not come 
closer. The deputy began trying to negoti-
ate with him, and the subject ignored him 
and kicked away the barstool hanging 
himself in an obvious attempt at suicide.”

At this point, Boznango rushed 
forward and seized the man by the legs, 

raising him in an attempt to stop him 
from strangling to death. When this was 
unsuccessful, the deputy quickly re-eval-
uated the situation, released the man, and 
used the barstool to climb up to a position 
where he could cut the rope.

“He then began assessing his condition 

and found him unresponsive 
to commands,” Hawthorne 
said. “Emergency medical 
attention was sought, and 
the man should make a full 
recovery. If not for the quick 
actions and decisiveness of 
Deputy Boznango, the sub-
ject would surely have lost 
his life.”

Boznango proved to be a lifesaver when 
he saved a man from burning to death in 
December. He and Deputy Carlton Car-
rington pulled an unconscious man from 
a vehicle that was engulfed in flames. The 
two deputies then placed the man in a 
nearby puddle of water to extinguish the 
flames. The man was taken to a hospital 
and survived the ordeal. A video of the 
incident was uploaded to YouTube taken 
from a body cam. 

Boznango described being on the scene 
and what was going through his head at 
that moment. 

“It is a mixture of training and adren-

aline,” Boznango said. “Automatically, 
all of your training kicks in and you do 
whatever you can do to stop that situation. 
Your head is running a mile a minute. Do 
you run to him? Do you talk to him? What 
do you do right then? You just play it by 
ear.”

Boznango said when he comes into a 
situation where he could experience harm, 
it is just instinct. 

“I feel I can speak for most peace offi-
cers when I say you are not concerned for 
yourself,” he said. “It is just mainly to di-
vert whatever incident is occurring to pre-
vent harm or detriment to someone else.” 

Boznango said he does not expect to be 
treated special or have the department do 
anything outside the norm for his show of 
bravery.

“I haven’t heard of anything, but it is 
not expected,” he said. “It is our job, and 
this is what we do. Anything that does 
happen, it is an extra bonus that people get 
to see what we do and what we deal with 
day-to-day.” 

BOZNANGO

n Lawman rescues man trying to hang himself

Students of Little Busy Bee Preschool were happy to pose with Orbit during the Astros Mas-
cot’s visit to the Anahuac Library on July 2. In front, from left are Zach Stripling, Luke Havard, 
Britton Mooney, Kyle Tallent, Logan Tallent, McKayla Drake and Julia Drake; in second row are 
Blayne Garcia and Vincent Vargas; and in back row are Aiden Rutland and Brenleigh Drake.

Anahuac infrastructure 
gets federal gov’t boost

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The City of Anahuac will receive $5 
million for rebuilding its wastewater 
treatment plant, thanks to a grant from 
the U.S. Commerce Department Eco-
nomic Development Administration.

The Wednesday announcement said 
the plant was severely damaged by Hur-
ricane Harvey in 2017. The investment, 
to be located in a Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
designated Opportunity Zone, will be 
matched by $1.2 million in local funds.

Anahuac City Administrator William 
Grigsby said the local funds come from a 
loan from the Texas Water Development 
Board.

He said the work would expand the 
plant’s capacity by about 30% and in-
clude flood protection measures to pro-
tect the plant from inundation.

This project is one element of the city’s 
overall effort to repair and improve its in-
frastructure. The effort has also included 
additions and improvements to ground 
and above-ground water storage and 
pipes.

In a statement released Wednesday, 
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross 
said, “The Trump Administration is 
working hard to rebuild our nation’s in-
frastructure and improve economic re-
silience in the wake of natural disasters. 
This investment in Anahuac’s vital water 
infrastructure will protect local business-

es from future flood threats and attract 
additional investment through tax incen-
tives provided by Opportunity Zone in-
vestments.”

 “Thanks to this EDA grant, the city 
of Anahuac will continue to rebuild 
from Hurricane Harvey, while also fu-
ture-proofing their community in the 
event of another disaster,” Governor 
Greg Abbott said. “I am grateful for our 
continued partnership with the United 
States Economic Development Admin-
istration as we work together to foster 
a stronger, more resilient future for the 
state of Texas.”

This project is funded under the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2018 (PL 115-123) 
(PDF), in which Congress appropriated 
to EDA $600 million in additional Eco-
nomic Adjustment Assistance Program 
funds for disaster relief and recovery as 
a result of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and 
Maria, wildfires, and other calendar year 
2017 natural disasters under the Stafford 
Act.

“With the help of community, resil-
ience, and sheer hard work, Texans have 
come a long way since Hurricane Har-
vey hit, but scars of its devastation still 
show throughout our state,” said Sena-
tor Cornyn.  “I’m thankful to the Trump 
Administration for providing this federal 
grant to Anahuac to protect against future 
flooding and give Texas families peace of 
mind as future storms approach.”
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