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More to be desired are they 
than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb.  
– Psalms 19:10

Love for God’s word

Lord let us and our children 
regard your Word as more 
precious than gold and 
sweeter than honey.  – SH

BIBLE VERSE
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Weekly dining 
tour stops at 
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Robert E. Lee High School celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month Wednesday with performances by the REL Orchestra 
and other students demonstrating lasso skills. Members of the student-led band Primera Clave, entertain during 
lunch in honor of Hispanic Heritage Day. From left Melvin Valdez, Noe Ramirez and Jesus Valadez.

Fulfilling a passion

Baytown Sun photo by Mark Fleming

Baytown Habitat board president Cliff Clements 
presents Martha Goolsby with an award for her 
volunteer service. 

Habitat volunteer honored for 20 years
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Martha Goolsby was honored for her years of volunteer ser-
vice at the Baytown Habitat for Humanity Opening Doors Cel-
ebration Wednesday at Yepez Vineyard in Beach City.

Introducing Goolsby, Baytown Habitat board president Cliff 
Clements said Goolsby has been a board member for the orga-
nization for 20 years, including serving for eight years as board 
vice president.

Accepting the award, Goolsby said she wanted to speak about 
the benefits of volunteering.

“The benefits help counteract the effects of stress, anger and 
anxiety,” she said. “Volunteering also combats depression.”

It also makes you happy, increases self-confidence and pro-
vides a sense of purpose.

“We are all disciples,” Goolsby said. “Be kind to one another. 
Make every day count.”

Baytown Habitat for Humanity is the local chapter of the or-
ganization best known to many as the post-presidency passion 
of Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter.

Since its founding in 1990, the local Habitat for Humanity 
has completed 40 houses. The organization uses primarily 
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Major insurer threatens 
to drop Baytown hospital

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

UnitedHealthcare could terminate 
Houston Methodist Hospital System’s 
contract as an in-network provider, 
which would include the Baytown hos-
pital, unless negotiations turn around be-
fore the end of the year. 

The insurance company issued a state-
ment saying it has been in negotiations 
with Houston Methodist for the last sev-
eral months to renew their agreement 
while continuing to provide its members 
access to the hospital’s physicians and 
hospitals.

But if the two entities cannot come 
to an agreement by Jan. 1, Methodist’s 
hospitals would then be considered out-
of-network while its physicians would 
follow on April 1. This affects the Hous-
ton Methodist Baytown Hospital as well 
as The Woodlands, Willowbrook, Sugar 
Land, Clear Lake, West Houston and 
downtown locations. 

“Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital 
is honored to provide high-quality health 
care to Baytown and area residents and 
has been a community partner for more 
than 70 years,” Houston 
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Harris County DA calls on EPA to protect pits

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Members of the San Jacinto 
River Coalition were pleased to 
hear the Harris County Attor-
ney’s Office is investigating the 
recent barge strike and is push-
ing for protective measures. 

At the coalition’s month-
ly meeting Tuesday, applause 
filled the Highlands Community 
Center after Jacquelyn Young, 
Texas Health and Environment 
Alliance executive director, in-
formed members the attorney’s 
office called on the Environ-

mental Protection Agency to 
strengthen protection around the 
waste pits immediately to protect 
the site now and during removal. 

The EPA’s remedial plan aims 
to remove 212,000 cubic yards 
of toxic material from the site 
using a cofferdam to encompass 
the site, allowing contractors to 
excavate material in the dry. 

The attorney’s office said it 
is vital to protect the cofferdam 
during construction from barge 
strikes when wastes behind cof-
ferdams could be released if they 
are breached. 

“The lack of this requirement 

for the next 4-5 years is unac-
ceptable,” Rock Owens, special 
assistant county attorney of en-
vironmental affairs, wrote in an 
email to the EPA on Sept. 27.  

In the correspondence to the 
EPA, the Harris County Attor-
ney’s Office believes protection 
could include: 

• Semi-permanent concrete or 
concrete-filled steel pipe pilings 
or movable obstructions placed 
around areas where active reme-
diation is occurring; 

• Enhanced mooring facilities 
and procedures for barges in the 
San Jacinto River; and 

• Re-locating barges to down-
stream moorings when there is 
potential for flood releases from 
Lake Houston.   

The EPA has yet to respond to 
the attorney’s office regarding 
future protection of the waste 
pits. 

“We have to look at the factor 
that this is an extremely power-
ful river and we just have to take 
that into account while we’re try-
ing to take care of this,” Owens 
said. “We can no longer ignore it 
and it has to become part of the 
overall plan.” 

“We have to plan for the next 
one and make sure that it doesn’t 
happen,” he added. 

The attorney’s office even 
pointed out to the EPA in the 
proposed remedial action plan 
for the waste pits, it included a 
protective perimeter barrier with 
construction of a 5-foot high 
submerged rock berm outside 
the cap. The plan also included 
a pre-stressed concrete or con-
crete-filled steel pipe pilings 
place 30 feet apart around the 
perimeter of the waste pits. 

“Outside of (the pits), they 
would basically build another 
wall, another perimeter around 
that site along the river bottom 
that’s 5-feet high,” Young said. 
“It’s not that shallow there, we’re 

Future barge strikes a mounting concern after two this year
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Police are asking for the public’s help in identify-
ing who shot a 20-year-old Baytown man multiple 
times about 7:40 p.m. Tuesday in the 400 block of East 
Wright Avenue near North 4th Street. 

Baytown police spokesman Lt. Steve Dorris said the 
shooting victim, who was flown to Memorial Hermann 
Hospital in Houston for surgery, is expected to survive.

Investigators believe there may have been an argu-
ment between the victim and shooter just before the 
shooting.

Detectives have not positively determined the de-
scription of the passenger car that the suspect or sus-
pects fled in.

Dorris said the investigation is active and anyone 
with knowledge about the case is asked to contact the 
Baytown police Criminal Investigations Division at 
281-420-6646 or call Crime Stoppers at 281-427-TIPS 
(8477).

Baytown police seek help  
in finding shooting suspect

Change 
coming 
quickly
San Jacinto Mall 
demolition enters 
phase two in 2020

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The end of the San Ja-
cinto Mall draws closer as 
phase one demolition is 
nearly complete. 

With about a week left 
of phase one demolition, 
which included tearing 
down the Sears wing as 
well as the Mervyn’s wing, 
the mall is preparing for its 
last holiday season at what 
is known as San Jacinto 
Mall. 

“Since this is our last 
Christmas, we want to do 
something special,” May 
Evans, mall general man-
ager, said. “We would just 
love for people to come out 
and celebrate with us.” 

Stacey Matejka, Fidelis 
Realty Partners marketing 
specialist, said the interior 
portion of the mall would 
be open through the holi-
days with stores being va-
cated in the second week of 
January. 

Special events will be an-
nounced in early Novem-
ber.  

Matejka added that Ma-
cy’s and JCPenney would 
remain open throughout 
the redevelopment and that 
JCPenney will stay in the 
same location for now. Ma-
cy’s will be in their build-
ing indefinitely.

While final holiday 
events are still being 
planned, one thing is for 
sure, Santa Claus will be at 
the mall this Christmas sea-
son to give Baytonians one 
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