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West Chambers Co. Pilot Club officers

Armed with Powerades to help power through the coming year and with a president ready to fight through all the 
challenges of being president to come, the West Chambers County Pilot Club recently installed the new officers for 
the 2019-2020 Pilot year. They are, in front row, Recording Secretary Pam Sapp, Corresponding Secretary Deana Fojt, 
President-Elect Angela Harris, President Chelsea George, Anchor Coordinator Judy Duncan, and Director Linda Polk; 
and in back – Treasurer Tonya Keller, Project Coordinators Betty Dutton, and Susan Hudnall, Directors Marla Van Pelt, 
Jan Jones and Wynona Montgomery.

Chambers Co. 
weighing EMS 
service options

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County com-
missioners are considering 
options for countywide 
emergency medical ser-
vices after a firm presented 
a feasibility study detailing 
the different choices they 
have at their disposal. 

“The overall concept be-
hind it is to create a stable 
county-ran organization to 
provide these services to 
the citizens,” said Cham-
bers County Fire Marshal 
Ryan Holzaepfel. “Most of 
the EMS organizations are 
501c3 tax-exempt, with the 
exception of Mont Belvieu, 
which is a city-run service. 
Each of these services has 
its board of directors and 
different medical directors, 
and they have different em-
ployees for the most part. 
Some employees work for 
more than one. The concept 
is to create a more unified 
system that is more consis-
tent across the board. The 
end result is to provide the 
best service possible for the 
citizens.” 

Fitch & Associates pre-
sented the three options to 
the commissioners, giv-
ing them some food for 
thought. The firm did the 
study after Anahuac and 
Trinity Bay EMS put in a 
request to commissioners.

The first option would 
allow the county’s EMS 
operations to remain a sep-
arate entity. Then, hire a 
medical director to run all 
departments funded partly 
by the county. In addition, 
a countywide billing sys-
tem would be put into place 
along with some patient 
procedures. 

A second option would 
cost an estimated $3.81 
million and merges cur-
rent agencies into a Cham-
bers County EMS System 
Framework.  A medical 
director would still be in 
charge overall, but both 
part- and full-time staff 

would be hired. A third 
option, estimated to cost 
$3.86 million, is almost the 
same but includes a full-
time staff with no part-time 
employees. 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Bil-
ly Combs said Option One 
would not be a countywide 
takeover.

“It is just revamping it, 
and getting some common 
purchasing practices in 
across the board with all of 
the EMS, and standardizing 
the billing process,” Combs 
said. 

The other two options 
would require a countywide 
EMS, Combs said, mean-
ing the county would take 
over the Winnie-Stowell, 
Anahuac, and Trinity Bay 
EMS services. “The staff-
ing would go through di-
rectly through the county,” 
Combs said. “There were 
some subtle differences be-
tween the two different sce-
narios, but in essence, they 
are the same thing.”

Combs said the EMS ser-
vices in favor of the idea 
are Anahuac and Trinity 
Bay.

“Mont Belvieu will not 
participate because they 
are pretty much funded 
through the city,” Combs 
said. “If we did a county-
wide EMS service, it would 
not include Mont Belvieu.”

However, during the 
commissioners court meet-
ing, Combs said the Win-
nie-Stowell EMS made it 
clear to the court they did 
not want to participate.

“They felt their system 
was working well and they 
did not want to change 
what they are doing,” he 
said. “They are happy with 
what is going on now, and 
everything is good there. 
So, we are just left with 
Anahuac and Trinity Bay.”

Combs said he spoke 
with County Judge Jimmy 
Sylvia and the court plans 
to address the EMS options 
at a budget hearing on Aug. 
6. 

City of Mont Belvieu photo

Mont Belvieu Code Enforcement closed a massage parlor 
that the Mont Belvieu Police Department believed was a 
front for prostitution. 

Mont Belvieu closes massage parlor after sting
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

One of the two women 
arrested at a Mont Belvieu 
massage business believed 
to be a front for prostitu-
tion was released without 
charges, Baytown police 
report, after interviews and 
further investigation.

Baytown police spokes-
man Sgt. Jason Kelly said 
that when Baytown and 
Mont Belvieu conducted an 
undercover investigation 
at the business, they were 
able to determine that one 
employee, Wen Hui Sun, a 
64-year-old woman, “was 
offering sexual favors in 
exchange for money as part 
of her masseuse services.” 
BPD spokesman Sgt. Steve 

Dorris said 
she was 
charged with 
prostition. 

The other 
e m p l o y e e 
present at the 
time, also a 
64-year-old 

woman, was released after 
questioning.

Kelly said detectives are 
investigating the business 
to determine if the business 
owner or anyone else is in-
volved in illegal activity.

Mont Belvieu police 
spokesman Brian Ligon 
said other tenants in the 
shopping center in the 9500 
block of Highway 146 re-
ported suspicious activity at 
the business. Mont Belvieu 
police confirmed activity at 

the location at all hours of 
the night and asked for as-
sistance from the Baytown 
police Special Operations 
Unit.

Kelly said after Mont 
Belvieu police contacted 
BPD, detectives from the 
Special Operations Unit 
worked alongside Mont 
Belvieu officers to investi-
gate the business, leading 
to the arrest.

Ligon said the arrest, 
along with code violations 
at the business, allowed the 
city to revoke the business’s 
Certificate of Occupancy, 
shutting it down.

Kelly said, “Establish-
ments such as these create 
a major quality of life con-
cern for our communities, 
therefore we will not only 

vigorously pursue them in 
the City of Baytown, we 
will also partner with our 
neighbors as in this case.”

Mont Belvieu Police 
Chief Virgil Blasdel said 
this raid was unique in his 
experience. “I’ve been in 
law enforcement in Mont 
Belvieu since 1984. This is 
the first time we have en-
countered and shut down a 
business of this type within 
the city.”

About three weeks ago, 
Baytown police assist-
ed the Chambers County 
Sheriff’s Office in raiding 
a gambling establishment 
in the 8200 block of North 
Highway 146. While that 
business had a Baytown 
address, it was located just 
outside the city limits in 
unincorporated Chambers 
County.

Charge of prostitution filed against 64-year-old woman

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The County and District Clerks 
Association of Texas has chosen 
Patti Henry, Chambers County dis-
trict clerk, as the District Clerk of 
the Year.

Henry was elected as the district 
clerk of Chambers County in 2008.

“I am honored to be chosen from 
such an outstanding group of clerks 
for this award,” Henry said. “I take 
pride in representing my county and 
the association to the best of my 
ability in everything I do.”

This marks the second time Hen-
ry was nominated. A district clerk 
can only win the award once. Hen-
ry was selected overall of the 253 
district clerks in the State of Texas. 
Annually each region in the CDCAT 
nominates two clerks, a county clerk 
and a district clerk for this honor. 
The Clerk of the Year award qualifi-
cations is governed by the organiza-
tion’s bylaws. 

Members of Region 7 of the 
County and District Clerks’ Associa-
tion of Texas nominated Henry. This 
includes Harris, Waller, Montgom-
ery, Fort Bend, Brazoria, Jefferson, 
Hardin, Jasper, Newton, Matago-
rda, Wharton, Colorado, Fayette, 
Lee, Milam, Robertson, Brazos, 

Burleson, Washington, Austin, 
Grimes, Walker, Polk, San Jacinto, 
Liberty, Trinity, Tyler, Orange, and 
Chambers counties. 

Nominees are voted on by a secret 
ballot. Nominees also have to be an 
active member of the CDCAT and 
have served at least four years in of-
fice.

The award is given based on their 
service and contribution to the as-
sociation. Henry has been a region-
al director, mentor, presenter, and 
speaker many times for the associa-
tion.  She has also served on the leg-
islative committee for the past eight 
years and as district clerk chairman 
from 2018-2019.

Henry was gracious toward those 
that nominated her and others for 
supporting her.

“I really need to thank my hus-
band (Chambers County Sheriff’s 
Office Patrol Captain Tommy Hen-
ry) first,” Henry said. “I would not 
have run for this office without him. 
He really encouraged me to do it and 
helped me get the position.”

Henry added she wanted to also 
thank Chambers County Judge Jim-
my Sylvia, his wife, Laura, as well 
as Sheriff Brian Hawthorne and 
County Clerk Heather Hawthorne.

“I’ve had so many fantastic men-
tors in the association, past clerks 
who have given me so much knowl-
edge and are generous with their 
time. And I just want to pay that 
forward,” Henry said. “Lastly, I 
couldn’t have done without my 
fantastic staff, because they handle 
things when I have to be out of the 
office, and I am so thankful I have 
such a great crew.”

County clerk named state’s best

The County and District Clerks As-
sociation of Texas chose Patti Henry, 
Chambers County district clerk, as 
the District Clerk of the Year.


