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Whoever says to the guilty, 
“You are innocent,” will 
be cursed by peoples and 
denounced by nations. But 
it will go well with those 
who convict the guilty, and 
rich blessing will come on 
them. – Proverbs 24:24-25
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Covering Southeast Harris County, Chambers County & Southwest Liberty County

CROSBY ONE WIN FROM STATE FOOTBALL TITLE SPORTS

TRUMP IMPEACHED, AGAIN 

President Donald Trump speaks near a section of the U.S.-Mexico border wall on Tuesday in Alamo, Texas. On 
Wednesday, Trump was impeached for a second time, a week after he urged loyalists to “fight like hell” against 
election results and then a mob of his supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol. (Associated Press photo)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Goose Creek CISD invited the public 
to provide their input on two rezoning 
options the district has proposed con-
cerning the Edward Franklin “E.F.” 
Green Junior School once it opens. 

Tuesday night’s forum was held at 
Highlands Junior School. Matt Bolinger, 
executive director of strategic planning 
and innovation, and Christi Leath, ad-
vanced academics and special projects 

director, led the forum. 
Bolinger asked the audience to fill out 

comment cards and submit them. The 
comments are being submitted to the 
Goose Creek CISD Rezoning Commit-
tee for review. 

Bolinger said the committee would 
compile the feedback from surveys and 
public forums. On Jan. 21, the district 
rezoning task force will meet to analyze 
the feedback.

“We will go through to see what the 
community is saying,” Bolinger said.  

Bolinger said they would present the 
findings to the board on Feb. 1. The next 
day, once the board approves a rezoning 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Goose Creek board 
has once again decided to 
do its part in making the 
city healthier. 

The seven-member 
board, plus Superintendent 
Dr. Randal O’Brien, made 
it official and signed up for 
the 2021 It’s Time Texas 
Community Challenge at 
the regular board meeting. 

The statewide compe-
tition focuses on healthy 
behaviors such as taking 
walks, exercising, drink-

ing water, 
and other 
h e a l t h - r e -
lated ac-
tivities. To 
earn points, 
participants 
take selfies 
performing 

the healthy activities and 
upload them to a tracker.  

“As you know, Goose 
Creek CISD is a proud and 
active member of Be Well 
Baytown, which is our 
community-wide initiative 

Rezone effort for newest 
junior school gains steam

GC school board  
focused on fitness

10 Republicans  
join Democrats 
in historic vote 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. House for 
a historic second time Wednes-
day, charged with “incitement of 
insurrection” over the deadly mob 
siege of the Capitol in a swift and 
stunning collapse of his final days 
in office.

With the Capitol secured by 
armed National Guard troops 
inside and out, the House voted 
232-197 to impeach Trump. The 
proceedings moved at lightning 
speed, with lawmakers voting just 
one week after violent pro-Trump 
loyalists stormed the U.S. Cap-
itol, egged on by the president’s 
calls for them to “fight like hell” 
against the election results.

Ten Republicans fled Trump, 
joining Democrats who said he 
needed to be held accountable 
and warned ominously of a “clear 
and present danger” if Congress 
should leave him unchecked be-
fore Democrat Joe Biden’s inau-
guration Jan. 20.

Trump is the only U.S. pres-
ident to be twice impeached. It 
was the most bipartisan presi-
dential impeachment in modern 
times, more so than against Bill 

Clinton in 1998.
The Capitol insurrection 

stunned and angered lawmak-
ers, who were sent scrambling 
for safety as the mob descended, 
and it revealed the fragility of 
the nation’s history of peaceful 
transfers of power. The riot also 
forced a reckoning among some 
Republicans, who have stood by 
Trump throughout his presidency 

and largely allowed him to spread 
false attacks against the integrity 
of the 2020 election.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
invoked Abraham Lincoln and 
the Bible, imploring lawmakers 
to uphold their oath to defend the 
Constitution from all enemies, 
foreign “and domestic.”

She said of Trump: “He must 
go, he is a clear and present dan-

ger to the nation that we all love.”
Holed up at the White House, 

watching the proceedings on 
TV, Trump later released a video 
statement in which he made no 
mention at all of the impeachment 
but appealed to his supporters to 
refrain from any further violence 
or disruption of Biden’s inaugu-
ration.

SEE TRUMP • PAGE 10

BY MATT HOLLIS
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Baytown council members will 
consider tonight awarding a design 
contract for a drainage project on 
South Main.

The item will authorize council to 
present a consulting services agree-
ment with Carollo Engineers to 

work on Phase 2 of the South Main 
Drainage Improvements project for 
$484,397.

Andrea Brinkley, Public Works 
assistant director, said the project 
covers the area from East Gulf to 
the north of East Republic Avenue 
to an open channel drainage owned 
by Harris County, commonly 
known as the Jailhouse Ditch.

Brinkley said the work continues 
the S. Main Drainage Improve-
ments Phase 1 project. 

“Step 1 of the Phase 1 proj-
ect included the West Texas Ave 
and South Main intersection to 
East Pearce Avenue,” Brinkley 
said. “This included work around  

Local 
control
Mont Belvieu to 
keep eye on bills

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The gavel has been low-
ered, and the 87th Texas 
Legislative Session is now 
in action. Like most Texas 
cities, Mont Belvieu has a  
list of priorities entering the 
spring. 

Brian Ligon, Mont Bel-
vieu spokesman, explained 
how the city plans to let 
legislators know what is on 
city officials’ minds. 

“While the City of Mont 
Belvieu does not issue an 
official legislative priori-
ty agenda, we do actively 
work with our state repre-
sentatives and closely mon-
itor the legislative session,” 
Ligon said. “We track pro-
posed bills that fall into 
categories that help en-
sure we continue to be the 
family-friendly hometown 
with a safe, high quality of 
life that our residents have 
come to expect.”

One of Mont Belvieu’s 
legislative areas of interest 
includes local control. City 
officials say ensuring lo-
cal governments’ ability to 
maintain authority and con-
trol over their own gover-
nance, operations, and reg-
ulations are essential. They 
also feel local governments 
are the closest to and most 
knowledgeable about their 
constituents.

“The city supports leg-
islation that will allow 
Mont Belvieu to have the 
authority to provide a safe, 
high quality of life for our 
residents and to embrace 
forward-thinking and prog-
ress,” Ligon said. “We op-
pose legislation that would 
reduce or remove that 

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Houston Methodist president and CEO 
Marc L. Boom, M.D., hosted another of 
the system’s monthly online town hall 
meetings Wednesday, this time with a fo-
cus on the logistics of rolling out vaccines.

The Houston area, like 
much of the country, is 
still experiencing record 
or near-record numbers of 
COVID-19 cases, but he 
said he expects the num-
bers to start declining once 
the holiday surge of infec-
tions passes.

He said that while the national news 
is reporting areas where vaccine is be-
ing stockpiled in storage—or even  

Hospital CEO: Texas  
vaccine supply limited

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital 
is providing COVID-19 vaccinations, 
but at this time is only providing the 
vaccines for patients 75 years of age and 
older.

Hospital spokesman Rod Tully said 
the hospital is contacting known patients 
who are eligible for the vaccine.

“There is no need for anyone to con-
tact Houston Methodist Baytown at this 
time,” he said. “In this phase, we are 
contacting via text message all Hous-
ton Methodist patients who qualify to 
schedule their vaccination (patients 75 
and older who have accessed a Houston 
Methodist doctor or service in the past 
two years).”

Over 18,000 register 
for local vaccinations 

n 2nd forum at 6:30 
tonight at Gentry Jr.

n Houston Methodist Baytown to reopen registration 
portal after wait list for qualified patients is depleted 

n Positive cases expected 
to decline as holiday surge 
of COVID infections passes
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Council to consider contract 
for South Main drainage work 
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