
with a Consolidation Loan from CRCU!

ERASE 
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RATES AS 
LOW AS

36 MONTHS!
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Federally Insured 
by the NCUA

• Johnnie E. Judge
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And as he journeyed, he 
came near Damascus: and 
suddenly there shined 
round about him a light 
from heaven:      – Acts 9:3

Walk in the light. Jesus, 
the light of the world. Be 
encouraged!          – SH

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

High

76
Low

63

WEATHER
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Answer the weekly survey 
at www.baytownsun.com

Do you support the 
twice-a-year ritual of 
shifting clocks?
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Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

The parking lot was packed, and the McLeod Community 
Center in Mont Belvieu was packed for Emma’s Bayou 
Bash. From left are board member Jenny Royer, found-
ers Kelvin and Christy Dunnam and board president 
Brenda Nikirk. 

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Few homegrown charities have meant as much to so 
many like Emma’s Hugs. 

Founded by Kelvin and Christy Dunnam in honor of 
their daughter Emma, the organization specializes in a 
gesture of kindness, paying for park-
ing at the hospital. 

Saturday night, the Emma’s Bay-
ou Bash raised money for the up-
coming year, which will benefit peo-
ple throughout the Houston area. 

This year’s bash was highlighted 
with the presentation of two schol-
arships to provide financial relief for 
two families in need. 

West McCauley, the son of Steven 
and Brooke McCauley was one of 
the recipients. He was born with cancer in both eyes 
and travels to Sloan Ketterig Cancer Center in New 
York City for treatment. 

The second recipient was Heidi Jo Leggett, the 
daughter of Kyle and Taylor Leggett, who was born at 
28 weeks and is still not up to 2 pounds. 

Brenda Nikirk, the board president of Emma’s House, 
said scholarships are awarded every two years. This 
year, the scholarships were in the amount of $5,000 per 
family.

The Dunnam’s began the charity to honor their 
daughter who lost her life battling Batten Disease, a 
fatal neurodegenerative disorder. One day a stranger 
paid their parking, which takes a toll on families whose 
loved ones are in the hospital. 

“It’s not making a huge impact, it’s not going to pay 
for your medical bill, it’s a hug,” Christy Dunnam said. 
“It will make someone’s day better.”

She added it was great to see those in attendance con-
tributing to something that has continued to grow. 

Nikirk was led to the charity through a similar act of 
kindness the Dunnam’s experienced. 

“My granddaughter, Susanna Nikirk, was in the hospi-
tal for two weeks before she passed away,” Nikirk said. 

Emma’s Bayou Bash raises funds to 
benefit long-term patients, families

EMMA DUNNAM

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The United Church of Christ, 
in conjunction with the Lenten 
season of repentance, held a press 
conference in Washington, D.C., 
to highlight the continuing prob-
lem of air pollution and particu-
larly how polluting facilities are 

often concentrated in low income 
or minority areas. 

Two of its “Toxic 100,” the 
100 industrial facilities in heav-
ily populated areas of the Unit-
ed States with the greatest toxic 
emissions, are part of the Exxon-
Mobil Baytown complex.

The related website, ucc.org/
breathtothepeople, contains an 

interactive map of the 100 sites. 
Most are in large urban industri-
al areas, with two of the heaviest 
concentrations being the Houston 
and New Orleans areas.

“We titled this study ‘Breath 
to the People’ (Isaiah 42:4-6) be-
cause we believe that everyone 
— and most of all our precious 
children — should have clean air 

to breathe,” said the Rev. Traci 
Blackmon, UCC associate gener-
al minister. “Local, state and fed-
eral authorities and the polluters 
themselves must act now to rid 
the air of toxic chemicals. Our re-
port recommends how.”

According to the report, “The 
Houston metropolitan area expe-
rienced some of highest amount 
of toxic air releases in 2018.”

Ten of the top-100 emitters for 
the country are in the Houston 

Exxon lands 2 on top 100 US polluters list
n Company: Baytown complex ‘continues to be an industry leader 
in safe, reliable and environmentally responsible operations’

Harris County to 
consider review of 
constable program

Contract 
scrutiny 

Chris Navarre snapped this photograph of a pair of whooping cranes in east Chambers County. Whooping cranes, an 
endangered crane species named for its whooping sound, are North America’s tallest birds, with black-tipped wings 
that span nearly 7 feet. Whooping cranes migrate between southeastern Texas and Calgary, Canada.

SEE BAYOU BASH • PAGE 10 SEE COUNTY • PAGE 10

SPORTS

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County commis-
sioners today will consid-
er ordering a study of the 
cost, effects and benefits of 
the Harris County Contract 
Patrol Program in each of 
the eight constable’s offic-
es. Commissioner Adrian 
Garcia, who represents the 
eastern part of the county 
including Baytown, High-
lands and Crosby, recom-
mended the study.

Commissioners will also 
consider ordering a study of 
cost savings of centralizing 
call-taking and dispatching 
for the sheriff’s office and 
constables offices.

Constable Sherman Ea-
gleton, whose area also in-
cludes Baytown, Highlands 
and Crosby took to social 
media to alert the commu-
nity of the proposals.

While the proposal on 
today’s Commissioners 
Court agenda would only 
order a study — due back 
to commissioners in May 
— it specifically asks for 
research of “the total cost 
of the contracts for the pub-
lic and any potential sav-
ings that may be realized 
by eliminating the ability of 
the Constables to enter into 
the contracts.”

Eagleton’s office did 
not return a call asking for 
comment, but former Con-
stable Ken Jones explained 
that in a typical contract, 
a homeowners association 
will agree to pay 70% of 
the cost of a deputy in re-
turn for being assured 70% 
of a deputy’s time spent 
patrolling in that neighbor-
hood.

Jones said that by con-
tracting for less than 100% 
of the deputy’s time, the 
deputy is available to be 
dispatched outside of the 
contracted neighborhood if 
needed.

Jones said he believes the 
county makes money on 
the program, but acknowl-
edged that some county of-
ficials question that.
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Verlander unlikely 
for season opener

BY STAN CHOE AND ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writers

The Dow Jones Industrial Average tum-
bled 7.8% Monday, its steepest drop since 
the financial crisis of 2008, as mounting 
fears over the coronavirus combined with 
a crash in oil prices to send a shudder 

through world markets.
The staggering losses immediately 

raised fears that a recession might be on 
the way in the U.S. and the record-break-
ing 11-year bull market in the U.S. might 
be coming to an end.

The drop on Wall Street was so sharp 
that it triggered the first automatic halt in 

trading in more than two decades. Euro-
pean stock indexes likewise registered 
their heaviest losses since the darkest days 
of the 2008 meltdown and are now in a 
bear market.

Together, the damage reflecting grow-
ing alarm over the potential global eco-
nomic damage from the coronavirus, 
which has infected more than 110,000 
people worldwide and killed about 4,000, 
while triggering factory shutdowns, travel 
bans, closings of schools and stores, and 

cancellations of conventions and celebra-
tions.

“The market has had a crisis of confi-
dence,” said Willie Delwiche, investment 
strategist at Baird. 

The market slide came as Italy, the hard-
est-hit place in Europe, began enforcing a 
lockdown against 16 million people in the 
north, or one-quarter of the country’s pop-
ulation, with masked police officers and 

Dow drops 7.8% on free-fall in oil, virus fears
n Exxon Mobil had its worst day since 2008, 
while Chevron had its second-biggest drop ever
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