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Running with a purpose 

BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

By the time the COVID-19 pan-
demic has become a memory and 
life gets back to normal, Clayton 
Hall may have had enough time to 
put Forrest Gump to shame.

That’s because Hall, 44, the Di-
rector of Family Ministries at First 
United Methodist Church in Mont 
Belvieu, decided Tuesday to just 
keep running.

Hall announced on his Facebook 
page his new goal of running every 
street in Mont Belvieu giving it the 
hashtags of #PrayerRun #EveryS-
ingleStreet in #MBTX.

Hall acknowledges others have 
done the same type of goal project 
– of running every block in a town 
or city they live in or have some as-
sociation with.

“It’s a project that I have thought 
about doing for a while,” Hall said. 
“Running every single street is the 
idea and the prayer running is about 
running and spirituality. It’s about 
running being a spiritual practice 
that is putting yourself between 
God and the sky and the earth and 
the space you occupy.

“Now seemed the time to start it. 
I have some extra time.”

Hall came into the extra time for 
the obvious pandemic concerns and 
the results from them – including 
social distancing that has limited 
activities for many, including all 
the races Hall hoped to enter as a 
competitive runner.

“We all need some kind of moti-
vation to get out there and get run-

ning,” Hall said. “I wouldn’t say I 
am competitive, but I am more of 
the middle of the pack.”

On his first day, Hall ran 6.9 
miles over 1:09.16 at a pace of just 
over 10 mph.

“I prefer trail running, but they’ve 
closed state parks right now, which 
they should,” Hall said. “They want 
you to stay close to home, so you 
don’t have to be rescued and things 
like that, taking resources from oth-
er towns.”

United Methodist Church pastor 
Melody Kraus has enjoyed watch-
ing Hall move forward within their 
walls while running two times as 
fast outside of them.

“Clayton is an awesome guy 
and has been a member for many 
years,” Kraus said. 

“He is in the process to move into 
ministry himself. He is a certified 

candidate and we are proud of him 
and the work he does and stuff.”

Hall wants to change the term 
from “social distancing” to “physi-
cal distancing” and is trying to con-
tinue his work with Family Minis-
tries fresh and active.

“You see people when you are 
out running, but at least you get 
to start far away from them,” Hall 
said.

“We have an online service we 
do Sunday mornings. I am trying to 
use social media and email to stay 
connected to the families and with 
what the kids are doing at home.”

While he works on that, he plans 
on running all of Mont Belvieu to 
keep his pledge of physical distanc-
ing in place.

“It’s probably not more than 200 
miles,” Hall said. “Hopefully I will 
be done when this is all over.”

Mont Belvieu 
minister finds a 
spiritual retreat 

Clayton Hall has set a goal of running every street in Mont Belvieu while using 
the road to strengthen his relationship with God. 

Chambers County has issued a revision 
to its executive order to “more closely 
align” with Gov. Greg Abbott’s guidance.

The new ordinance took effect Tuesday 
and included the following changes:

A curfew is in place from 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. for everyone. For anyone under 18, 
the curfew is all day.

The no-tolerance policy for price goug-
ing remains in effect.

Chambers County will not allow gath-

erings of groups of 10 or more people.
Bars, restaurants and food courts will 

no longer offer dine-in options.
Gyms, massage parlors, tattoo parlors, 

beauty salons, barber shops, and nail sa-
lons will have to close

People will not be allowed to visit nurs-
ing homes or retirement or long-term care 
facilities unless to provide critical assis-
tance.

All schools – public and private – will 

temporarily close. This does not apply to 
licensed daycares.

The executive order does not apply to 
critical infrastructure industries includ-
ing, “healthcare facilities, pharmaceuti-
cal stores and suppliers, grocery stores, 
fuel stations, financial institutions, gov-
ernmental facilities, water districts and 
special purpose districts, pipelines and 
petrochemical facilities, and telecommu-
nications services, as these types of opera-

tions are essential. However, these indus-
tries and occupancies shall follow CDC 
guidance on routine hygiene practices, in-
cluding employee screening and limiting 
and/or controlling access as necessary.”

County offices will be operating under 
restricted access and only those autho-
rized by the county judge will be allowed 
into the courthouse, Emergency Opera-
tions Center, or other county buildings 
and facilities.

Chambers County issues order enforcing curfew

MB confirms 
1st virus case

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The first positive cases 
on COVID-19 have been 
reported in Chambers and 
Liberty counties. 

The Chambers Coun-
ty Public Health reported 
its first positive case of 
COVID-19 in Chambers 
County, a woman between 
50 and 60 years old. 

Brian Ligon, City of 
Mont Belvieu spokesman, 
confirmed the woman is a 
Mont Belvieu resident. The 
Chambers County health 
department indicated the 
Mont Belvieu case appears 
to be travel-related and 
not because of community 
spread. 

“Chambers County Pub-
lic Health Department did 
let us know on Saturday 
evening that there is a pa-
tient in Mont Belvieu that 
did test positive for corona-
virus COVID-19,” Ligon 
said. 

Ligon said the woman is 
quarantined, in stable con-
dition, and resting at home. 
Ligon added the woman, 
as well as those she had 
been in immediate contact 
with, is being monitored by 
Chambers County Public 
Health staff.

“While we understand 
that it may be upsetting to 
know that there has been 
a confirmed case in Mont 
Belvieu, there is no rea-
son for panic,” Ligon said. 
“By working together and 
adhering to the guidelines 

that have been put in place 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
- including physical dis-
tancing, avoiding crowds 
of more than 10 people, 
good hand washing and 
hygiene, and staying at 
home and away from oth-
ers when mildly sick – we 
can help prevent communi-
ty spread.”

Chambers County Fire 
Marshal Ryan Holzaepfel 
said emergency manage-
ment is handling things so 
far in the county 

“We are just encourag-
ing everyone to continue 
following these guidelines 
from the (Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion), President Trump, the 
governor and county judge 
regarding social distancing 
and proper hygiene,” Hol-
zaepfel said. “If everyone 
sticks to these, we’ll all 
pull through together.”  

Another case was con-
firmed in Liberty County. 

Liberty County Judge 
Jay Knight said the wom-
an is in the northern part of 
the county, in Cleveland. 

“It is just one verified 
case, so far,” Knight said. 
“The State Department of 
Health Services was no-
tified immediately upon 
receipt of the test results. 
They are investigating that. 
Right now, no other cases 
have come back yet. Praise 
the Lord. She has been 
quarantined.”

Barbers Hill still wants to hold bond vote in May
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Despite concerns over 
the coronavirus, Barbers 
Hill ISD feels it is best for 
its $277.5 million bond 
election to stay in May. 

Barbers Hill ISD Super-
intendent Dr. Greg Poole 
told board members Mon-
day he was on a confer-
ence call with other super-
intendents around the state 
talking about elections and 
bond issues. 

Poole said he felt it was 
imperative for his district 
to continue to shoot for a 
May 2 election. He stressed 
there was no action item on 
moving the elections, just 
discussion. 

“The biggest concern 
seems to be, even though 
we have a choice, is that 
you need to make sure it 
is an authentic process, 
which we certainly would,” 
Poole said. “The only way 
it would run afoul if some-

one raised an issue and said 
only 20 people are voting 
or something. I am going to 
commit to you that we can 
get a better turnout than our 
last bond election.”

In 2017, Barbers Hill 
called for a $120 million 
bond, the largest in its his-
tory at that time. A total of 
86% of the voters supported 
the bond, which included a 
new Early Childhood Cen-
ter for Pre-K, kindergarten 
and first-grade students.  

Poole explained why 
having the bond in May 
was a better plan. 

“Absentee voting is a 
remarkable tool,” he said. 
“Unlike the horror stories 
I have heard where dis-
tricts argue with the clerk, 
our County Clerk, Heather 
Hawthorne, said, in her ex-
act words, ‘I am a Barbers 
Hill Eagle. I’m here. What 
do you need me to do?’”

Hawthorne said the rul-
ing is a state law allowing 

qualified voters eligible for 
early voting to vote by mail 
if they have a physical con-
dition or sickness that pre-
vents them from voting in 
person.  

“(Under this code), if you 
have issues you feel that 
would injure your health, 
you are allowed to claim 
a disability and vote by 
mail,” Hawthorne said. ‘We 
are trying to give another 
option if the stay-at-home 
order is still in effect, we 
want to make sure voters 
still have a way to get a bal-
lot.”

Kenny Kathan, Anahuac 
city manager, said the city, 
as well as Anahuac ISD, 
decided to move the May 2 
elections to November. 

Barbers Hill called for the 
bond referendum in January 
with early voting beginning 
April 20. The COVID-19 
crisis has caused concerns 
for districts with bond is-
sues on the ballot. 

Gov. Greg Abbott had is-
sued a proclamation March 
18, allowing governmental 
bodies to postpone May 2 
elections until  Nov. 3. 

“We need to have the 
election in May. We believe 
with absentee voting, we 
can get the vote out,” Poole 
said. “Our goal is to have a 
successful bond. And, our 
goal is to have more voters 
than the other elections, or 
at least as many. The risk is 
minimal.”

Poole emphasized he is 
not advocating for a yes 
vote on the bond. 

“What I have studied in 
letters and PAC meetings is 
while we are dealing with 
safety concerns, we’ve had 
25% growth in kindergar-
ten,” Poole said. “We have 
to start digging the day after 
if we pass a bond election. 
Forget the political election 
consequences. That is not 
the primary driver. The pri-
mary driver is safety. I’ve 

said before, we are not go-
ing to have portable build-
ings.”

On another item, Poole 
was happy to announce the 
district had 99% participa-
tion on its first day of dis-
tance learning.   

Poole thanked Director 
of Technology Kristin Da-

vis and her staff for mak-
ing sure as many students 
in the district received a 
Chromebook. She said they 
handed out more than 1,200 
to students.  Davis said one 
Chromebook was given for 
every two students with a 
family of three receiving 
two laptops. 


