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The first step toward a naviga-
tion, channel improvement project 
non-federally sponsored by the Ce-
dar Bayou Navigation District has 
finally been taken with a ground-
breaking ceremony.

The $55.5 million project will 
address the rapidly-increasing traf-
fic on Cedar Bayou, which has in-
creased due to additional commod-
ities traveling the channel in recent 
years.  

“This is a monumental task to be 
able to do this, and we are finally at 
that moment,” Susan Dadd, the nav-
igation district’s chair, said. “Some 
of us have waited for this day since 
the district was accepted and formed 
in 1997 by the 75th Legislative 
Branch.”

Dadd said the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army of Civil Works accepted 
the project on July 10, 2006.

The groundbreaking marks the 
start of the dredging for the bayou, 
Dadd said. She added it is expected 
to be complete in March 2023.

“We join today to help the envi-
ronmental efforts by having 65.1 
acres of marsh, 15 acres of marsh 
mitigation along the channel im-
provements, and also assisting with 
some of our flood control deepening 
and widening of the bayou,” Dadd 
said. “(This will eliminate) the Dev-
il’s El-bow and most importantly, 
maintaining the bayou for further 
growth and development.”

Among the issues facing the bay-
ou is barge traffic operating at slow 
speeds, making it danger-ous to nav-
igate the unmaintained channel safe-
ly. The proposed project improve-
ments would eliminate those issues 
and make necessary preparations for 

increased traffic. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers will construct general navi-
gation features, including a 10-foot  
deep by a 10-foot wide channel 
from Mile 3.0 to Mile 11.0. At the 
same time, the current natural un-
maintained channel is navigable, 
only to an 8-foot draft with bends of 
extreme cur-vature, which reduces 
maneuverability and limit tow size, 
tow configurations, and speeds. The 
object of the project is to improve 
navigation safety and operating effi-
ciencies and reduce de-lays. 

The project was fully funded in 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Work Plan 2020. The Corps went 
out for bids, analyzed them, before 
they came in June 17. On July 19, 
the notice to pro-ceed was given. 
Workers will deepen and widen 
existing bayou to create a shallow 
draft navi-gation channel. It creates 
a 14-foot deep channel from sta-
tion 277+78 to 713+12 with bottom 
width varying from 100- to 210-feet 
wide with wider widths at the chan-
nel curves to facilitate navigation 
when turning. 

The Corps workers will create a 
bypass through a cut in the penin-
sula at Devil’s Elbow to re-duce the 
length currently being used by barg-
es. They will also create the Ijams 
Lake dike using Devil’s Elbow ex-
cavated material. Any remaining 
material is to be used in the marsh 
creation within the lake interior. 
Two upland replacement areas, PA-1 
and PA-2, will undergo a dike raise 
to place channel dredged material. 

Col. Tim Vail, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for the Galveston District 
commander, said the nature of the 
project is to improve the efficien-
cy of the transportation distribution 
network in Chambers County, which 

will support industries as Covestro 
and “make the most out of the navi-
gation district.” 

“I think this is one of the greatest 
partnerships in terms of recognizing 
and preserving the ecological values 
we all share, and that is significantly 
important to us,” Vail said. 

U.S. Congressman Brian Babin of 
the 36th District was on-hand for the 
ceremony. 

Babin thanked Vail, Chambers 
County Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy 
Combs, Baytown Mayor Bran-don 
Capetillo, the district members, and 
Covestro for helping to make the 
project a reality. 

“And I want to give a pat on the 
back to the (Donald Trump Admin-
istration) and a number of individu-
als at the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget, the Corp of Engineers, 
and Secretary James.

“And there were also some peo-
ple, folks that were prominent that 
we made phone calls to help get this 
across the finish line,” he said. 

Combs expressed jubilation at the 
groundbreaking event. 

“We finally made it,” Combs said. 
“It is has been a long, hard road. 
When the district was first formed 
in 1997, we have been working tire-
lessly since then. Most of us were in 
different roles, and not too many of 
us knew what was going on out here, 
but this district has been relentless. 
They stayed focused.”

Combs said the project means a 
lot to the economy.

“It is hard to put a dollar sign on 
the commerce moving up and down 
this bayou,” Combs said. “The main 
thing is the safety. We are trying 
to get trucks off the road. And this 
project will also make it safer for 
our recreational boaters that use the 
bayou.”

Ground broken for Cedar Bayou 
channel improvement project

A ground-breaking ceremony kicked off the Cedar Bayou Navigation District’s channel improvement project to dredge 
the bayou, making it easier and safer to navigate. From left are Aaron Thomas with Chambers County, Baytown Mayor 
Brandon Capetillo, U.S. Congressman Brian Babin, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the Galveston 
District Col. Tim Vail, Cedar Bayou Navigation District Chair Susan Dadd, Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs, represent-
ing Rep. Mayes Middleton’s office Ryan Caruso, and Baytown City Manager Rick Davis. (Photo by Matt Hollis)

Mont Belvieu Police 
Chief of Police Jimmy El-
lison has announced that 
longtime MBPD Lieu-
tenant Steve Ferguson has 
been promoted to the new-
ly created position of As-
sistant Chief of Police.

Ellison swore Ferguson 
into the newly created po-
sition at the police depart-
ment. The ceremony was 
attended by Ferguson’s 
family, members of the 
MBPD, city officials, and 
representatives from other 
law enforcement agencies.

Ferguson is a lifelong 
resident of Mont Belvieu 
and attended Barbers Hill 
schools, graduating in 
1989. He has over 29 years 
of law enforcement experi-
ence in Chambers County, 
having served six years as a 
deputy with the Chambers 
County Sheriff’s Office 
before making the move 
to MBPD in 1999. While 
at MBPD, Ferguson has 
served as a patrol officer, 
sergeant, and most recently 
as the lieutenant, serving 
as the second-in-command 

to the chief 
of police 
since March 
2017. Steve 
and his wife 
Leah have 
been married 
18 years and 
have three 

children.
“Assistant Chief Fergu-

son has been an integral 
part of the senior manage-
ment team at MBPD for 
several years now, and has 
assisted me tremendously 
in my recent transition as 
Chief of Police as we have 
started building for Mont 
Belvieu’s future,” Ellison 
said, 

Ferguson said he is  
grateful for this opportu-
nity to continue to serve in 
this new capacity. 

“Mont Belvieu is my 
home, and I am truly hum-
bled that I was chosen to 
help lead the department 
into the future.  I’m ex-
cited for what the future 
holds for the police depart-
ment and for our city as a 
whole,” Ferguson said.

Mont Belvieu PD names 
assistant chief of police
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Anahuac, the Alligator Capital 
of Texas, is hosting its annual Ga-
torfest this weekend at Historic 
Fort Anahuac Park.

The fun starts at 6 p.m. Friday 
and ends at midnight. Things pick 
up Saturday at 10 a.m. and goes 
until midnight. On Sunday, the 
festivities are from noon to 6 p.m. 

The event features several mu-
sical guests. The music begins at 
8:30 p.m. Friday with Al White, 
followed at 10:30 p.m. by Cate-
gory 6. On Saturday, the music 
begins at 4:30 p.m. Jon David 
Finney. At 6:30 p.m., Giovannie 
& the Hired Guns take the stage, 
followed by Mike & the Moon-
pies at 8:30 p.m. The Randy Rog-
ers Band, the final act for Satur-
day, begins perforxming at 10:30 

p.m. 
On Sunday, Brian Jack & the 

Zydeco Gamblers start at 2 p.m. 
Travis Matte and the Kingpins 
will perform at 4 p.m.  

Aside from music, visitors can 
have fun on adult carnival rides 
or kiddie rides. They can also 
shop at one of the assorted ven-
dors or stop by the arts and crafts 
booths.There are also the famous 
airboat rides that will take you 

into the alligator’s nest.
Many come to participate 

in The Great Texas Alligator 
Roundup, the premier event of 
Gatorfest. Alligator hunters from 
all over compete for cash prizes 
to see who can catch the biggest 
gator. Some have caught alliga-
tors up to 14-feet in length. 

Learn about alligators through 
the Alligator Education Tent at 
the event. Private organizations 

team with government officials 
whose expertise is alligators 
and have live alligator displays 
throughout the festival provided 
by Texas Parks and Wildlife. This 
provides an up-close-and-person-
al look at alligators. 

To purchase tickets, visit www.
texasgatorfest.com. Tickets are 
$10 for adults on Friday, $15 for 
adults on Saturday, and $10 for 
adults on Sunday. 

Anahuac hosting Gatorfest this weekend
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Relief is again on the 
horizon for drivers navi-
gating the narrowed north-
bound side of the Fred 
Hartman Bridge, with a 
complete closure of the 
northbound side to remove 
barriers this weekend.

Hurricane Ida may 
have missed the Houston 
area but it still affected 
many Baytown drivers as 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation delayed 
plans to restore normal 
traffic flow on the Fred 
Hartman Bridge.

TxDOT spokeswom-
an Deidrea George said 

northbound lanes of the 
bridge were scheduled to 
be closed Aug. 27-30 to 
return them to their nor-
mal configuration, but that 
work was delayed in case 
the bridge was needed as 
an evacuation route.

Since TxDOT tries to 
minimize closures on hol-
iday weekends, Sept. 3-6 
wasn’t an option either.

The closure is now set 
for this weekend, with the 
northbound side — La 
Porte to Baytown — closed 
from Friday night to 5 a.m. 
Monday. The closure in-
cludes approaches to the 
bridge on Highways 146 
and 225 on the La Porte 
side.

Bridge NB lanes to 
close Sept. 10-13

LITTLE BIDDY BITS
From Deadwood to Duck Call

I watched in amazement as Joe took the lifeless piece 
of twisted wood, drilled a hole in it from one end to the 
other, and placed it in his wood lathe.  With just a chisel, 
Joe turned that piece of wood into a beautiful duck call 
any hunter would love to have.  I asked, “Joe, how do you 
do that?”

Then came his simple reply, “Danny, I’ve duck hunted 
for years and I just know what I want.”

“And you He made alive who were dead.  For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works.” (Ephesians 2:1, 10)

Danny R. Biddy, Chaplain: Chambers Co.Sheriff’s Office & 
Fellowship of Christian Cowboys


