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At about 4:03 a.m. Sunday, Chambers 
County deputies were dispatched to a bur-
glar alarm at the WOWCO Kubota deal-
ership lat 12120 Interstate 10 in Baytown.

Deputies discovered that a stolen 
U-Haul van had been used to back 
through the metal gate and to move a fork 
lift that was blocking the entrance to the 
property.  At least three men stole three 
2020 Kubota RTV-X1100CWL-H side-
by-side all-terrain vehicles with enclosed 
cabs. The suspects drove the ATV’s off 
the property down the frontage road to a 
truck towing an enclosed box type trail-
er waiting on the westbound side of I-10 
frontage road. Once the ATV’s were load-
ed, the suspects left the area westbound on 
I-10 toward Houston.  

Through reviewing surveillance foot-
age from surrounding businesses, Cham-
bers County detectives were able to deter-

mine that multiple vehicles and suspects 
were involved.  A maroon SUV as well as 
a black passenger car and a truck pulling 
some type of box trailer are believed to 
be involved as well as a very distinctive 
looking red truck.  The red truck is a sin-

gle cab (possibly Ford) with a dark ma-
roon or brown driver’s door and a large 
black metal rack in the bed of the truck 
and does not have a tailgate. 

Additionally, detectives learned that a 
similar burglary occurred the night be-

fore, Saturday around 3:36 a.m. at Lands-
downe-Moody Company (Kubota Dealer) 
on US 59 in Rosenberg.  The same meth-
od of operation was used in the burglary 
as well as a stolen U-Haul. The suspects 
were unable to successfully steal any of 
the ATV’s at this location.  The stolen 
U-Haul truck recovered in Chambers 
County was found to be stolen from a 
U-Haul dealership located near I-10 and 
Uvalde Road in Houston. 

If anyone has information that may lead 
to the identity of the suspects or recogniz-
es the vehicle shown in this post, you are 
encouraged to contact Detective Orlando 
Jacobs at the Chambers County Sheriff’s 
Office at 409-267-2500 or call Crime 
Stoppers at 844-860-8477.  

You may be eligible for a cash reward if 
you provide information the helps secure 
a successful prosecution in this case.

Chambers Co. investigators seek info on theft

Surveillance photos of suspects involved in the theft of three ATVs at the WOWCO Kubota 
dealership at 12120 Interstate 10.

 Barbers Hill Early Childhood Center first grade teacher Alexis Herring leads a creative writing center during instruction this school year. All student 
desks have Plexiglas shields throughout the district. (Photo by Carla Rabalais)

School districts stay course amid virus
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Despite early concerns about 
the risk of students returning to 
in-person learning earlier than 
their counterparts in Harris Coun-
ty, the number of COVID-19 cas-
es in Chambers County schools 
has stayed low compared to other 
districts.

“All three Chambers County 
school districts have done an ex-
cellent job ensuring student and 
staff safety and reacting quickly 
and appropriately to any positive 
cases on their campuses,” said 
public information officer Saman-
tha Humphrey.

“Chambers County Public 
Health continues to work closely 
with these schools,” she said.

Chambers County has three 
school districts: Anahuac, Barbers 
Hill and East Chambers. A small 
part of the county is in Goose 
Creek CISD, but that district is 
primarily in Harris County and 
followed that county’s more cau-
tious guidelines.

As Chambers County schools 
prepared to open in August, sever-
al weeks ahead of Harris County 
schools, county Health Authority 
W. Clay Brown warned that pre-
mature return to in-class instruc-
tion could lead to a new wave of 
exposures and school closures.

Barbers Hill ISD had few stu-
dents take advantage of the re-
mote learning option in August, 
with about 80% of student opting 
to return to the classroom. It re-
turned to fully in-person learning 
Nov. 2, with Anahuac following a 
week later.

Humphrey said, “Anahuac re-
turned to mandatory in-person 
learning this Monday and so we 
have no quantifiable evidence to 
show an impact to COVID-19 
cases to date.

“There have been very few cas-
es of COVID-19 in Barbers Hill 
ISD and thus far no cases of in-
school spread.”

“In total, we have seen a hand-

ful of cases in local school dis-
tricts, but only four cases of in-
school spread,” she said.

Return to class

Barbers Hill ISD Supt. Greg 
Poole noted in a recent board 
meeting that students who were 
learning remotely had more ac-
ademic issues than those in the 
classroom, which was driving 
the decision to return everyone to 
campus.

Deputy Superintendent Sandra 
Duree said, “The teachers report 
how those who were struggling 

Foul play suspected as unidentified body found in ditch
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County sheriff deputies sus-
pect the worst after an unidentified wom-
an’s body was discovered in a ditch over 
the weekend.

The woman’s body was found at about 
2:23 p.m. Saturday in a drainage ditch 
around the 1500 block of Hankamer Loop 
Road. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said he believes foul play is in-
volved. 

“In this case, there is no doubt in our 

mind this is a felonious homicide,”  
Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne did not elaborate further on 
why investigators believe the woman was 
murdered. The sheriff said it was a couple 
who discovered the body. 

“They live in that area off Hankamer 
Loop and had driven by this portion of the 
road and noticed something that was not 
normal,” he said. “And seeing it for a cou-
ple of days, they stopped and did further 
investigation and discovered the body.” 

Hawthorne added the body was severe-
ly decomposed. 

Sheriff’s deputies went to the scene 

after being informed by the couple of 
the body. Detectives with the Chambers 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Inves-
tigations Division were contacted and re-
sponded to the scene along with the Crime 
Scene Unit.  

The woman is described as a white or 
Hispanic, believed to be short in stature 
and possibly heavy set. 

Precinct 5 Justice of the Peace David 
Hatfield ordered an autopsy be performed. 
Hawthorne said the body was sent to the 
Jefferson County Morgue. 

Hawthorne said the body is unrelated to 
the body of a man discovered in Dutton 

Lake in October. 
“We are not positive that one is going to 

be a homicide,” he said. 
Hawthorne said anyone with informa-

tion that may be helpful in this case is 
encouraged to contact Detective Paul Vest 
with the Chambers County Sheriff’s Of-
fice at 409-267-2500 or call Crime Stop-
pers at 844-860-8477.

Callers will be 
“Anyone that may have seen anything 

suspicious or knows anything regarding 
this case is encouraged to call. You may be 
eligible for a cash reward and can remain 
completely anonymous,” Hawthorne said.

William D. Kiefer has 
been named CEO of Cham-
bers Health. His first day 
on the job was expected to 
be Monday. 

“Chambers Health is 
very pleased that William 
is joining the 
organization,” 
said Board 
chair Theresa 
Greco.  “The 
hospital dis-
trict board 
would like to 
express ap-
preciation to 
Interim CEO Jay Hodges 
for his contributions and 
exceptional leadership 
during this transition. This 
is an exciting time for the 
organization, as we con-
tinue growing to serve the 
healthcare needs of the 
community.”

Kiefer possesses sever-
al years of experience in 
health care management 
working in various rural 
communities.  

“My family and I are 
excited to move and inte-
grate into Anahuac and I 
look forward to working 
alongside the profession-
als at Chambers Health to 
help grow the organization 
to meet the ever-changing 
healthcare needs of the 
community,” Kiefer said.

Kiefer’s pofessional 
memberships and awards 
include Vice President 
of the Texas Medical 
Foundation Executive 
Board, Member of the 
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