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State reps slam  
BH, MB use of 
mail-in ballots

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Voting rights groups and 
Democrats nationally are 
ratcheting up pressure to 
make mail voting more 
available in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Which brings us to Bar-
bers Hill and Mont Belvieu.

The May 2 elections in 
and with local officials 
encouraging voters to use 
mail-in ballots during the 
state coronavirus lockdown 
looks to be a flashpoint, 
pitting citizens and locally 
elected officials from an 
overwhelmingly Repub-
lican-voting stronghold 
against the state and nation-
al Republican Party line.

After Gov. Greg Abbott 
has given local officials the 
choice of holding elections 
in May or moving them to 
November, both the city 
and school district chose to 
keep their elections in May.

Barbers Hill, chiefly, 
because, if approved, the 
bond would finance new 
construction that must 
be expedited to meet the 
booming growth in stu-
dents.

Here’s what’s on the May 
ballot. A $277.5 million 
bond for school district im-
provements and two school 
board positions are up. The 
city has a mayoral election 
with Mayor Nick Dixon 
being challenged by Kev-
in Yeager, and two council 
positions are up.  

State Rep. Mayes Mid-
dleton, who represents both 
Barbers Hill ISD and Mont 
Belvieu, said both entities 
should not be using mail-in 
ballots for healthy people 
who do not want to vote in 
public because of the pan-
demic.

Under the Texas Election 
Code, the description of a 
disability, Middleton says, 
is “a sickness or physical 
condition that prevents the 
voter from appearing at the 
polling place on election 
day without a likelihood of 
needing personal assistance 
or of injuring the voter’s 
health.” 

Barbers Hill maintains 
that the definition of dis-
ability includes the case if 
someone feels that voting 
in person is injurious to his 
or her health, then they can 
claim disability.

“Those aren’t my words, 
those are words from the 
election code sent to Bar-
bers Hill by the Secretary 
of State,” Barbers Hill 
Superintendent Dr. Greg 
Poole said.

And the reason to en-
courage the use of mail-in 
ballots, Poole has promised 
“a better turnout than our 
last bond election.”

State Rep. Briscoe Cain, 
who does not represent ei-
ther Barbers Hill or Mont 
Belvieu, said he sent a let-
ter to the Texas Attorney 
General’s office asking for 
a criminal investigation “to 
determine whether any of 

the government actors in-
volved with the promotion 
of the joint election have 
violated the provisions of 
the Texas Election Code. 

Poole called the state 
representatives view of the 
situation “absurd, ridicu-
lous, and certainly sounds 
like voter intimidation.”

“We have two elected 
boards of one of the finest 
cities and school districts 
in the state who chose to 
continue our election chief-
ly because of the need to 
address student safety in 
one of the fastest areas 
of Houston,” Poole said. 
“Local control is sacred in 
Texas, and we don’t need 
nor request the opinion 
of an elected official who 
doesn’t represent a single 
one of our voters. We are 
doing our best in an un-
precedented health crisis to 
legally emphasize the safe-
ty of all voters. The true 
crime is our community 
and students are being used 
as pawns to further some 
grand political agenda.”

Mont Belvieu City Man-
ager Nathan Watkins blast-
ed Cain’s threat to have 
them investigated.  

“The City of Mont Bel-
vieu is following the guide-
lines issued by the Sec-
retary of State on April 2 
about COVID-19 Voting 
and Election Procedures,” 
Watkins said. “Our gover-
nor in a recent statewide 
call, stated very clearly he 
does not have the authori-
ty to cancel the May elec-
tions. Therefore, the city 
believes that we can have 
a safe election where all 
eligible voters’ voices are 
heard. The only issue we 
have faced regarding the 
May election is the intim-
idation from State Rep. 
Briscoe Cain, who does not 
represent one voter in the 
City of Mont Belvieu.”

Barbers Hill has put out a 
list of precautions for those 
that want to vote in person. 

This includes obeying 
social distancing rules, us-
ing six-foot markers to sep-
arate voters, providing al-
cohol-based hand sanitizer, 
using gloves and masks, in-
stalling countertop screens, 
making sure no more than 
10 people are in the poll-
ing location at a time, hav-
ing poll workers use N95 
masks and gloves, distrib-
uting a disposable stylus to 
use on voting screens and 
other safeguards. 

For voters with disabil-
ities, or those that cannot 
enter the polling location 
for whatever reason, curb-
side voting is available.

Anyone planning to use a 
mail-in ballot needs to have 
his or her application sent 
in by April 20. Early voting 
begins that day and ends 
April 28. 

A mail-in application, 
as well as voting by mail 
information, can be found 
at www.montbelvieu.net/
election.

Homeschooling vet shares advice
Christina Ferrer teaches a science class for home-school students at the Mont Belvieu library.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

With the pandemic having pushed students into 
their homes to learn what normally would be taught in 
schools, many parents are being thrust into taking a role 
as scholastic teacher.

For many, building a teacher-student relationship with 
one’s child is a whole new ballgame.

Jennifer Adams, president of Baytown Area Homes-
choolers, said that it all starts with a little faith and from 
there, healthy doses of strategy.

The main thing is to make sure you are praying and 
keeping your eyes on God,” she said. “Of course, make 
sure you are following along with the recommended les-
son plan from your children’s teachers.”

Adams offered seven key tips for parents to use during 
the long haul if in fact, students are kept home for much 
longer than the hoped-for return in May.

Adams emphasizes a need to supplement the school-
work with other areas of study that is tailored toward the 
child’s likes in order to build a learning momentum.

Go with the flow  
“Things don’t always go as planned, so be flexible,” 

Adams said. “Understand that it’s okay, and that you are 
not failing at this if plans aren’t going as you thought 
they should’ve gone. Your children will learn, and they’ll 
be OK. A little chaos is not unheard of.” 

Learn together
“Make sure that your children know that you are doing 

the best you can with a situation you didn’t particular-
ly plan on,” Adams said. “This is new for your kiddos, 
but it’s also new for you. So, learn together, and make 
learning fun. Find out what interests your children, and 
research that. Pick something new every week to delve 
into. Have them write stuff about it, draw about it, watch 
a documentary on it, etc.”

Get crafty
“Is there something that your children have been want-

ing to do or learn, and simply never got around to doing 
it because of lack of time?” Adams said. “Now is the 
perfect opportunity to learn a new craft. Do you have 

a sewing machine that’s lying around? How about any-
thing crafty in relation to yarn? Baking cookies?”

Games
“Pull out those board games that have maybe been 

collecting dust for a while,” Adams said. “Those domi-
noes or card games that may be shoved deep in a drawer 
somewhere. Have some friendly competition. Maybe the 
winner gets to choose dinner for the night, or the next 
night if your dinner is already planned for the current 
night. Maybe parents can learn how to play a video game 
that their children love and play together.”

Movie nights
“Yes, that’s right, have movie nights a couple times per 

week,” Adams said. “Get some popcorn, chips, snacks, 
fruit, hot chocolate, or whatever, and sit down for a fun 
family movie. Let the children take turns picking out 
some nights, and then parents can pick some nights. It’ll 
be something that they’ll anticipate and look forward to 
enjoying as a family. Not to mention the conversations 
it’ll provide afterwards.”

6- Stay active
“I know it’s hard right now for all the children that are 

used to P.E., or practices for whatever sport or activities 
they are involved in,” Adams said. “That doesn’t mean 
they can’t still practice at home, in their front or back-
yards. Maybe they can’t do the extent of the practices, 
but they can do some of them. Set up an obstacle course 
in your yard for your children to do. They’ll get some sun 
and fresh air, and they’ll be able to burn off tons of the 
energy they are storing from being at home more often. 
Friendly competition while staying active is always fun.” 

7-Internet
“Yes, the internet is a great tool for all types of re-

search,” Adams said. “Use it.”
“We’ll all get through this together,” she said. “In the 

meantime, let’s have fun, get creative, and enjoy the ride. 
Hug your children. I know that it seems exhausting and 
quite possibly frustrating during this current time. But 
when we get back to our normal routines and activities, 
working back out of the house, kids back in school out of 
the house, we will actually miss the extra time we had to 
hug our bunch.”

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

With the possibility of having graduation night held 
hostage due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has swept 
the planet, Barbers Hill seniors decided to create some 
positive momentum.

Barbers Hill Project Graduation 2020 took the step of 
raising money for a potential night of regalia and mem-
ories and decided to give back some of that collection to 
those in need and go even further.

Co-Presidents Charlotte Buntin and Arnold Daniels 
spearhead this year’s project which is an annual af-
ter-graduation celebration for the newest Barbers Hill 
graduates. It a night of fun, food, music, and prizes in a 
drug- and alcohol-free environment.  

Part of that equation this year was a $1,000 donation 
to the West Chambers Food Pantry, which comes from 
the fundraisers that brought in money from chicken and 
shrimp dinners and other activities for grad night.

“We talked to quite a few of our seniors and they said 
that they just wanted to give back,” Buntin said. 

A tweet regarding the struggles of the food pantry 
during this time was what sparked the move.

“That’s when we made the video,” Buntin said.

The video was posted under the BHPG2020 Twitter 
account that showed a number of seniors promote the 
pantry and asked for canned food donations. The vid-
eo can be seen here https://twitter.com/bhpg2020/sta-
tus/1247608599825833987.

“We have encouraged all the seniors to donate their 
own money or cleanout their pantries and drop that off,” 
Buntin said. “We already had the money in our account, 
and we wrote the check Tuesday.”

Senior Amy Buntin said her classmates chose to be 
proactive and purposeful during a time that justifiably 
could bring sadness, confusion and disappointment.

“We just decided that we could sit and feel sorry for 
ourselves during this time or turn that energy into some-
thing to help other people,” Amy said. “There is a chance 
that none of our activities, like prom or graduation will 
even happen so this is something we can definitely do 
that makes us feel better about it all.”

Rev. Melody Kraus, pastor of the United Methodist 
Church in Mont Belvieu, home of the West Chambers 
Food Pantry, was moved by the act of altruism from the 
Barbers Hill students.

“Thank you so much to the graduating seniors,” Kraus 
said. “We know this has been a difficult year and we are 
so thankful for your generosity to our community.”

BH seniors raise funds for county food pantry
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