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Chambers County jail running out of overflow options
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Some Chambers County prisoners will 
be serving their time in a privately man-
aged jail in Beaumont under an agreement 
signed between Chambers and Jefferson 
counties.

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said the use of the jail in downtown 
Beaumont is needed because other jails the 
county has been using to house its over-
flow are filling up. 

“We are running out of options for our 
overflow housing,” he said. “With the 
growth of Southeast Texas--not just Cham-

bers County, but Southeast Texas as a 
whole--there’s not as much bed space.”

That means having to go farther to house 
prisoners who don’t fit into the Chambers 
County facility.

“The majority of our out-of-county hous-
ing now is all the way up in Polk County, 
up in Livingston. We’re looking for every 
option that we can find to house our in-
mates.”

The Chambers County Jail has a capaci-
ty of 148.  However, at about 80 percent of 
capacity it can be difficult to place prisoners 
in the appropriate classification. “Every in-
mate doesn’t meet the same classification, 
whether it’s minimum security, medium 

security, maximum security, whether it’s 
female, whether they’re transgender--all of 
those other issues.

Specifically, he said, the jail lacks capac-
ity for female prisoners. It only has room 
for 12, but averages about 25. The Beau-
mont jail can receive both male and female.

Some of the prisoners will be people 
awaiting trial and others will be prisoners 
who are serving county sentences.

The county jail also has some prisoners 
who have been sentenced to state jail or 
state prison waiting for transfer, but Haw-
thorne said the state takes its prisoners 
pretty quickly, so that is not the source of 
the crowding.

Jefferson County owns the jail in down-
town Beaumont and it is operated by La-
Salle Corrections. Chambers County also 
has some prisoners in the county-operated 
jail south of Beaumont. The contract sets 
the daily rate for prisoners at $49 per day.

As the county’s population continues to 
grow, so does its jail population.

Relief is on the way in the form of a new 
justice center, including a new jail, near the 
current facility.

That is in the planning stages now, but 
Hawthorne said discussions suggest the 
new jail may have a capacity between 200 
and 300. That new building, though, is at 
least three years away, he estimated.
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Grand Parkway construction continues 
full force on the southern stretch of Busi-
ness 146 in Baytown and at its intersec-
tion with Interstate 10 at the south edge 
of Mont Belvieu, but the future of other 
stretches of the nation’s largest highway 
loop are up in the air.

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is accepting comments until Aug. 12 on its 
2020 Unified Transportation Program — a 
statewide plan for major projects.

One of the proposals being consid-
ered is de-funding several toll road proj-
ects--including some proposed stretches 
of the Grand Parkway (also designated as 
Highway 99). Possibly on the chopping 
block are Segments B, C and D. These 
are the proposed southernmost part of the 
giant loop in Brazoria, Fort Bend, Galves-
ton and west Harris counties.

The list of possibly de-funded projects 
includes at $76 million item for Segment 
I-1, which is the section that would go 
from Interstate 10 near Mont Belvieu 
north then west to Highway 59.

However, the contract to build that seg-
ment has already been signed, and por-
tions are under construction.

Sarah Dupre, TxDOT spokeswoman 
for the Beaumont District said she under-
stands the proposed cuts do not include 
the part already under contract.

A spokeswoman for Grand Parkway 
Infrastructure confirmed the contract has 
been approved and work is underway on 
the I-1 segment, and that she did not know 
what the effect would be, if any, of the 
de-funding proposal. However, the Bay 
Area Houston Economic Partnership said 

on its website that the proposals would 

mean “99 will terminate at 59.”
Segment I-2, which is essentially the 

segment through Baytown from the Ce-

dar Bayou crossing to the connector to the 

Fred Hartman Bridge, is farther along in 
construction and is not mentioned for po-

tential de-funding.

The link for public comment is https://

www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-in-

volved/unified-transportation-program.

html

State mulls removing Grand Parkway segments

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Beach City Council has 
authorized the Nov. 5 elec-
tion, giving citizens the 
opportunity to vote on a 
sales-and-use tax and three 
council seats. 

Beach City residents will 
vote to add a sales and use 
tax, and if approved, would 
implement a 1.5% general 
revenue sales and use tax. 

To fully understand what 
a sales and use tax would 
mean for the city, a citizen’s 
committee was formed two 
years ago to research what 
it would take to add the tax, 
along with the risks associ-
ated with adding it or not. 

Sharon Pantin, chair of 
the citizen’s committee in 
favor of the sales and use 
tax, reported to council that 
many are in favor of it. 

“Pantin has been trying 
to get the word out to peo-
ple and said she’s getting a 
lot of positive feedback so 
far,” Mayor Pro-tem Dana 
Colquitt said. “She been 
meeting very little resis-
tance, and was recently ap-
proached a by about 20 to 
30 people at a community 
event to tell her they were 
in favor of it.” 

The 1.5% sales tax is the 
current gap Beach City has, 
with a current sales tax of 
6.75% and room to increase 
it to 8.25% — the maxi-
mum sales tax allotted by 
the State of Texas.  

With the 6.75% sales tax, 
6.25% goes to the state and 
.5% going to the Chambers 
County Health District. 

Sales 
tax on 
ballot
Council seats also up

 BEACH CITY

Ex-Lady Eagle 
hurler motivated 
to achieve more at 
Texas State

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Meagan King left her high school career 
behind in Mont Belvieu and matriculated to 
Texas State University in 2017 where she em-
barked on what was a hoped-for solid colle-
giate pitching career in San Marcos.

So far, so good.
King finished her sophomore season last 

spring with a second-team All-Sun Belt Con-
ference selection as she made 24 starts from 
the circle and finished 18-11 after 168.1 in-
nings of work and a 2.95 ERA.

She also struck out 85 batters compared to 
allowing 33 walks.

For King, she was not expecting her pitch-
ing coach Cat Osterman to come and tell her 
any such news relating to postseason acco-
lades.

“It’s actually kind of funny because when 
Coach Osterman came and told me one day 
it was during the postseason and said ‘Hey, 
congrats,’ I was like, ‘for what?’” King said. 
“I am such a self-critic and the whole season I 
was thinking I could do better. In my mind, I 
was kind of shocked, but also super happy and 
proud that my work paid off. But there is room 
for improvement.”

King took time to look back at her season in 
the circle and was not super hyped about her 
performance in meetings with coaches who 
reminded their pitcher of the numerous high-
lights she produced during the season.

“It put the season in perspective for me,” 
King said. “I guess it’s OK to sometimes con-
gratulate myself. Still, I was like that even next 
year; let’s do better. It’s a drive for improve-
ment and I am always wanting to do better for 
my team and never stop wanting to do better.”

King’s gradual improvement as an NCAA 
Division I pitcher is no surprise to Barbers 
Hill head coach Aaron Fuller who saw his for-
mer pitcher clean house on numerous awards 
during her days as a Lady Eagle.

“Meagan was a great player, a great leader 
and an even better person,” Fuller said. “She’s 
an extremely hard worker and she’s driven to 
be the best at everything she does. As a pitch-
er, she’s a combination of power and finesse. 

She made pitch calling easy for me because 
she could throw any pitch in any count to any 
batter she faced.

“She was a lot of fun to coach and we’re all 
enjoying her success at Texas State.”

King has seen herself be able to overcome 
slow starts that have plagued her first two col-
legiate seasons.

“Both years, as the year went on, I was able 
to step into my role better,” King said. “After 
preseason, I would get into my groove. It has 
a lot to do with getting confidence in myself 
and my pitches.”

King went 7-1 her freshman year while 
throwing 57.1 innings.

Her bread-and-butter pitch is the slow curve.
“That pitch helps set the tone for how my 

pitching is going to go for the whole game,” 
King said. “Everyone is so used to hitting the 
fast pitch. At practice, a lot of (batters) work 
on location, outside-inside, but not looking 
to use good mechanics on waiting for a good 
pitch. It’s definitely an important pitch for a 
pitcher to have.”

King enjoys returning to watch her old high 
school play and visit with her former coaches 
and fellow Lady Eagles.

She is proud of how Barbers Hill continues 
to be one of the state’s best programs.

“Barbers Hill has never really had a lack of 
talent in the softball world and it makes me 
proud to be a part of something that is still be-
ing successful and making a name for Barbers 
Hill,” King said.

A drive for improvement
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Former Lady Eagle Meagan King rocks and fires from the circle for Texas State softball.


