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SHENANDOAH — After navi-
gating the choppy and challenging 
waters of the COVID-19 pandemic 
football season, the Barbers Hill Ea-
gles are heading to the offseason.

But, not before handling numer-
ous challenges on the field as the 
Eagles battled week after week to 
get to the Class 5A Region 3 area 
round of the playoff Friday night 
to take on an imposing and unbeat-
en foe in Huntsville at Woodforest 
Bank Stadium.

A tremendous run of play for the 
last 14 minutes of the first half com-
bined with some missed Eagles op-
portunities secured a Huntsville 49-
19 win and a date next week in the 
Region 3 semifinals against Crosby 
(9-3).

“They were really good, and we 
didn’t handle the beginning of the 
game very well,” Barbers Hill head 
coach Tom Westerberg said. “We 
dropped a couple of passes and a 

couple of interceptions, so we didn’t 
make the plays in the first half like 
we have all year long. You get to the 
second round of the playoffs; you 
can’t do that. 

“We could have been in better 
field position offensively with a 
couple of interceptions, we could 
have been down on the other end of 
the field in the first drive with a cou-
ple big plays.”

The two teams exchanged score-
less drives for most of the first quar-
ter with the Eagles (6-5). Huntsville 
(11-0) finally got on the board with 
25 seconds left in the first quarter 
when Jadarian White ran a score in 
from one yard out for a 7-0 lead.

Then came the decisive second 
quarter when the Hornets picked 
off a Barbers Hill pass on the next 
play and Ethan Minor using every 
acrobatic move in the book ran the 
turnover back 42 yards to double 
Huntsville’s lead to 14-0.

They added a seven-yard run by 
quarterback Anthony Wilson and a 
five-yard pass from him to Jordan 

Woodberry and Huntsville had a 
commanding 28-0 lead at the break.

Barbers Hill trailed 35-0 after 
three quarters before getting on 
the board though Brent Holdren’s 
11-yard touchdown pass to Ethan 
Hagler, a three-yard touchdown 
run by Aaron Ramos and a 40-yard 
touchdown pass from Jace Martinez 
to Maddox Malone.

Westerberg was pleased they were 
able to get in an 11-game schedule 
with a pandemic all around him and 
his charges.

“We did a great job: Our kids did 
a great job taking care of their busi-
ness,” Westerberg said. “I told them 
it was a long season. We started 
school (in mid) August and here we 
are Dec. 18. It’s a long season and 
they came to practice every day and 
they liked practicing. So, I am proud 
of those guys and the seniors.”

Hagler finished with 40 yards 
rushing and Josh King-Bradley 
blocked a punt for the Eagles.
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Barbers Hill quarterback Brent Holdren, 9, winds up to make a pass against immense Huntsville pressure Friday night 
in a Class 5A-II Region 3 area round playoff game in Shenandoah. Holdren and the Eagles were eliminated from the 
postseason in a 49-19 defeat.

Huntsville closes book on Barbers Hill season 

Postseason elimination
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Barbers Hill ISD Superintendent Greg 
Poole told board members Monday there 
were 45 active COVID-19 cases in the 
district, with 169 people currently quar-
antined because of exposure to the virus.

The district’s experience has been that 
about 90% of those quarantined are found 
to not have the disease.

“The game-changer is upon us,” he 
said, speaking of the vaccinations that are 

now available. 
In spite of the virus, which has led to 

enrollment declines in many school dis-
tricts, Barbers Hill grew about 1.5% com-
pared to last year. This was less than pro-
jected, but still an increase, he said. 

Land purchase
The Barbers Hill Education Foundation 

purchased 24 acres of land south of the 
intersection of Highway 99 and Interstate 
10, Poole told trustees.

“We think it’s a tremendous investment, 
but it also happened to be where three 
hundred and something apartments were 
slated to go in,” he said.

“Not only are we making wise choices 
on investing, and we’re doing that with 
monies that we made, so that’s a good 
feeling, but possibly also minimizing 
apartments.”

He said there are also hundreds of homes 
associated with the planned subdivision, 
which is within Barbers Hill ISD but  
outside the Mont Belvieu city limits.

Leadership support center
The Leadership Support Center—the 

new home for most of the district’s ad-
ministrative offices, is expected to be sub-
stantially complete by June 15.

The building is designed to look similar 
to the former Barbers Hill High School 
building. 

The district is working to get approval 
for the building to have a slate roof like 
the old building. Slate roofs are not in the 
current building code.

Barbers Hill shows growth despite pandemic
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Barber’s Hill ISD’s press re-
lease about its research related to 
hair-length restrictions in Texas 
schools did not bring an imme-
diate response from either the 
ACLU of Texas or the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, two organi-
zations leading a lawsuit against 
the district regarding the policy.

A communications associate 
with the Legal Defense Fund, 
Ella Wiley, asked for a copy of 
the press release and after receiv-
ing it said, “We’re going to de-
cline on commenting.”

The ACLU of Texas did not 
respond to phone or email mes-
sages to its media office or to the 
media contact listed in a previous 
press release about the Barbers 
Hill case.

When the United States Dis-
trict Court of the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas issued a preliminary 
injunction against the district’s 
enforcement of the hair length 
provision of the dress code, the 
ruling said, “BHISD adminis-
trators could not articulate facts 
establishing any discernible rela-
tionship between the hair-length 
policy—particularly the most re-
cently enacted iteration of the po-

lice, which regulates the length 
of male students’ hair ‘when let 
down’—and the stated justifica-
tions for the dress code.”

The ruling also noted that Su-
perintendent Greg Poole “was 
unable to identify any peer-re-
viewed research linking the hair-
length policy to BHISD’s educa-
tional goals.”

He was specifically asked if he 
was aware of any peer-reviewed 

research that showed limiting the 
length of a boys’ hair “instills 
discipline,” “teaches respect for 
authority,” or “fosters academic 
achievement.”

In each case, the answer was 
“No.”

The district is appealing the 
preliminary injunction and has 
indicated it plans to include the 
study it commissioned in the ap-
peal.

The voice 
not heard 

The Houston Chronicle has been running a series en-
titled “Exposed,” calling out those whose actions or in-
actions magnified the negative consequences of this un-
precedented health crisis. They need look no farther than 
the leadership of Harris County that caused irreparable 
damage to the children of HISD and surrounding areas. 

Pasadena ISD is the latest Harris 
County school district to cease ineffec-
tive online instruction, which is actually 
contrary to Harris County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo’s “Roadmap to a Successful 
School Opening,” which, if followed 
correctly, would currently close tradi-
tional learning for ALL Harris Coun-
ty schools! Harris County’s reopening 
metrics are unrealistic, unreasonable 
and creates government-sponsored tru-
ancy. 

The anecdotal and the eventual quantitative data will 
indicate the long-term damage to schoolchildren and our 
state from these misguided policies.

A Houston Chronicle editor recently authored a col-
umn entitled “Standardized Tests Last Thing We Need,” 
and most educators will agree that standardized testing 
typically receives more emphasis than it should. How-
ever, exposing the consequences of decisions by elected 
officials who did not place children first makes standard-
ized testing more essential than ever. 

Accountability will provide transparency for taxpay-
ers to evaluate the COVID performance of those in lead-
ership, and allow parents and schools to gauge the edu-
cational impact on their child.

These consequences were avoidable, and the data was 
available to make defendable decisions that could have 
produced a much different outcome. Every school dis-
trict saw first-hand the abysmal failure of distance learn-
ing when COVID first raised its ugly head last spring. 
How could anyone in a leadership role have expected a 
different outcome?

Additionally, the CDC clarified this fall before any 
school was set to start, that COVID simply wasn’t a sig-
nificant threat to children. Some school districts includ-
ing Barbers Hill ISD chose to follow the CDC guidelines 
which prioritized the best interest of children. Our dis-
trict offered in-person school from day one, with 80% 
of our students attending, and with the use of extensive 
safety protocol, we have been fortunate we have not had 
a single life-threatening COVID-related issue. We wel-
come standardized testing or any valid diagnostic tool 
that benefits our children.

These truly are unprecedented times and certainly no 
one including Judge Hidalgo had a crystal ball. The mag-
nitude of these decisions is unlike any our profession has 
ever witnessed and the record number of superintendent 
job openings attests to the most difficult task of educat-
ing in the midst of a pandemic. Successful outcomes 

GREG 
POOLE

ACLU, NAACP Legal Defense mum on dress code study
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