
• Albert McMullen

• Delbert Doyce Pape

• Crispo Pieternelle

• Robert William Murray

• Gerald Brockelman

• Robert H. Johnson

• Sam Pevoteaux Jr.
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We know that we live in 
him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen 
and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 
If anyone acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God lives in him and 
he in God.   
 – 1 John 4:13-15
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Financing and refinancing options available.

Give our SBA Preferred Lending team a call to find out more!

(409) 655-8005 Blake Barmore • (832) 291-7868 Wendy Ghormley

WWW.TEXASFIRST.BANK/SBA

Small Business Administration (SBA) 504 

rates as low as 2.214% for 20 
years.*
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AREA VOLLEYBALL TEAMS OFF TO STRONG STARTS SPORTS

Mont Belvieu 
chief to retire

Virgil Blasdel

ExxonMobil Baytown Area presented a check of $20,000 to Hearts and Hands of Baytown Wednesday for its ef-
forts to aid the community during the pandemic. From left are Connie Tilton, ExxonMobil Baytown Area Public and 
Government Affairs adviser, Pastor Tony Pena of Faith Family Church, Eric Stryk, ExxonMobil Baytown Area Public 
Affairs Manager, Nikki Rincon, Executive Director of Hearts and Hands, Kaci Pena, coordinator of community impact 
and investments for the United Way of the Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County, Lori Rumfield, Director of 
Community Impact and Investments for the United Way of the Greater Baytown Area. See story on Page 2.
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Food distributions
Sept. 19: Hearts and 

Hands of Baytown, St. 
Mark’s Methodist Church, 
3811 North Main Street, 9 
a.m. to noon.

Sept. 23: West Cham-
bers County Food Pantry, 
10629 Eagle Drive, 9 – 11 
a.m.

Design 
delay 
on pits
Extension backed 
by watchdogs

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The companies responsi-
ble for cleaning up the San 
Jacinto Waste Pits Super-
fund site asked to delay the 
final design of the reme-
diation into 2021, accord-
ing to an update provided 
by Jackie Young Medcalf 
of the Texas Health and 
Environmental Alliance 
Wednesday.

Medcalf, who has ad-
vocated for cleanup of the 
waste pits for many years, 
said she sent a letter to the 
EPA in support of the ex-
tension, as there are ques-
tions about the preliminary 
plans already presented 
that she would also like to 
see answered.

“Looking back at similar 
Superfund sites across the 
nation, the ones that have 
made it to their five-year 
review, many of them have 
needed more remediation,” 
she said. “Why? Because 
the work wasn’t done right 
on the front end.”

“This has to be done ef-
fectively the first time,” she 
said.

When asked if she 
thought this was a delay-
ing tactic on the part of the 
responsible parties, Med-
calf replied the companies 
had asked for several ex-
tensions of the comment 
period, and in that case the 
EPA granted one or two 
extensions then denied any 
more, and she expected the 
agency would not grant  
excessive extensions in the 
design phase.

BPD officer posts bond 
Attorney: Grand jury ‘indictment is political’

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Baytown police officer Juan Delacruz, 
who was indicted by a Harris County 
grand jury Monday on a charge of aggra-
vated assault by a public servant, posted a 
$25,000 bond Tuesday

Delacruz was indicted by the grand jury 
in connection with the May 13, 2019, fa-
tal shooting of Baytown resident Pamela 
Turner when his attempt to arrest her on 
county warrants turned violent.

A widely circulated video of the en-
counter showed Delacruz deploying a 

Taser on Turner, who then 
got control of it and used it 
on him. Delacruz then used 
his firearm against Turner.

The attorney represent-
ing Delacruz, Gregory B. 
Cagle, said in a telephone 
interview Wednesday, “The 
indictment is political. The 
facts and the law don’t sup-

port the indictment.”
“Clearly when we have a warrant for 

your arrest and you resist arrest and take 

DELACRUZ

State put on blast in Arkema case

Number of new virus cases rises over 3,000

Company attorney: ‘It is a case that makes me sick to my stomach’
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Michael Keough, a retired Arke-
ma logistics vice president, fought 
back the tears as he described the 
hardships he and his family have 
endured since being prosecuted for 
a crime he did not commit.

“I think it is pretty hard (to under-
stand) unless you have been in this 
situation,” Keough said. “It is hard 
for someone to appreciate what it is 
like when you know what actually 
transpired.”

Keough’s attorney, Dan Cogdell, 
described the prosecution as “dis-
gusting.” 

“I’ve been a lawyer for pushing 
four decades in this state, and I’ve 
never seen a prosecution like this, 
ever,” Cogdell said. “It was one 
of the worst instances I have ever 
experienced in the criminal justice 
system. This is not a case where we 
are taking a parade lap and high-fiv-
ing each other because we out-law-
yered the opposition or because 
we did a better job. It is a case that 

makes me sick to my stomach. The 
state knew, or damn well should 
have known, they were prosecuting 
an innocent man.”

Criminal charges against Keough 
and Arkema, a Crosby plant, were 
dismissed by the Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office last week in 
Judge Belinda Hill’s court. Keough 
had been charged with a felony as-
sault of a public servant, as was the 
company itself. The charges were 
based on allegations that Arkema, 
including Keough, misled the uni-
fied command on the ground during 
Hurricane Harvey about refriger-
ated trailers stocked with organic 
peroxides. Once power was lost 
and the facility flooded in the 2017 
storm, the chemicals heated up and 
later exploded, sending toxic fumes 
into the air. The toxic fumes injured 
two Harris County deputies and 
caused over 200 Crosby residents 
to be evacuated. The company 
maintains the storm, which brought 
a record 60-inches of rain to the 
area, was an unforeseeable event, 
and nothing they could have done 

would have prevented the fumes’ 
release.  

Felony charges are still pend-
ing against Arkema CEO Richard 
Rowe and Plant Manager Leslie 
Comardelle and the company for 
recklessly emitting the toxic chem-
icals. The trial began in late Febru-
ary but has been on and off again 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. The trial resumes Sept. 21. 

Cogdell hit the DA’s office hard 
during a Tuesday Zoom press con-
ference. 

“Time after time, they hid evi-
dence in the case and kept it from 
us,” he said. “It was an absolute 
travesty of justice that an innocent 
man had to go through this.”

Cogdell claims the prosecution 
knew from the outset the case was 
not worth pursuing against Keough. 

“Boiling this case down to its 
simplest elements, there were two 
witnesses that testified in the trial 
that had direct knowledge of Mi-
chael Keough’s conduct,” Cog-
dell said. “Both of those witnesses  

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Texas health officials reported 
over 3,400 confirmed new cas-
es of the coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19 on Wednesday, as well 
as 135 new COVID-19 deaths.

Hospitalizations from 
COVID-19 continued to fall. 
Amid those improvising num-
bers, Republican Gov. Greg Ab-
bott scheduled a Thursday news 
conference at the Texas Capitol 
to discuss the state’s COVID-19 
response. Abbott appeared to hint 
last month that more restrictions 
could be lifted in the face of pres-
sure from bar and restaurant own-
ers, as well as from some conser-

vative GOP activists.
Bars have remained closed in 

Texas since June, when a surge in 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths 
occurred. More than 14,400 peo-
ple have died from COVID-19 
in Texas, most of them this sum-
mer. In all, there have been more 
674,000 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Texas.

The true number of cases is 
likely higher though because 
many people haven’t been tested 
and studies suggest people can be 
infected and not feel sick.

For most people, the new coro-
navirus causes mild or moderate 
symptoms, such as fever and a 
cough that clear up in two to three 

weeks. For some, especially old-
er adults and people with exist-
ing health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, including 
pneumonia, and death.

Case reports
Harris County Public Health 

has reported 120,771 COVID-19 
cases through Wednesday, up 
from 117,568 through Monday. 
There have been 1,617 deaths 
through Wednesday, up from 
1,578 through Monday.

In the Harris County portion of 
Baytown 2,410 cases have been 
confirmed through Wednesday, 
up from 2,352 through Mon-

day. There have been 29 deaths 
through Wednesday, up from 27 
through Monday.

The Highlands-area ZIP code, 
77562, has had 214 cases through 
Wednesday, up from 208 on Mon-
day. There have been four deaths.

The Crosby-area ZIP code, 
77532, has had 800 cases through 
Wednesday, up from 769 through 
Monday. There have been 12 
deaths.

Chambers County has con-
firmed 1,230 cases through Tues-
day, up from 1,215 Sept. 10. There 
have been 15 deaths through 
Tuesday, up one from Sept. 10.

Statewide, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services has 
confirmed 674,772 cases through 
Wednesday.

Governor Abbott news conference today over COVID-19 response

Opinions sought online

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The City of Baytown and the Texas De-
partment of Transportation held a virtual 
meeting about the Garth Road project on 
the city’s new BaytownEngage website, 
inviting the public to participate and so-
licit feedback. 

“We’re excited that this is the first 
project we are debuting on our Bay-
townEngage site,” Alice Jauregui, City of 
Baytown spokeswoman, said. “And the 
first time we are using a virtual platform 
to do a meeting like this.”

The BaytownEngage website is being 
used to provide citizens with insight on 
capital projects such as the Garth Road 
venture.  

“We are excited about the fact this 
offers people a chance to participate on 
their own time, so they can get on there 
and watch and participate at 3 a.m. if they 
want,” Jauregui said. “It is an on-demand 
option for people to get on and partici-
pate. We are requesting any and all par-
ticipation. It is not limited to anyone.”

The Garth Road Widening Project is 

City website taking input on Garth Road project


