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Barbers Hill senior to receive kidney from sister
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Some siblings have rivalries, others can 
be indifferent and many just find ways to 
love each other in their own way.

For Haleigh Nettles her love for young-
er brother Gavin is big enough she will 
give him her kidney to improve his chanc-
es for a long and happier life.

The two siblings – 25 and 17 years of 
age – were scheduled for a kidney trans-
plant for Gavin Wednesday with Haleigh 
at St. Luke’s having one kidney removed 
and her brother, a Barbers Hill High 
School senior, receiving the transplant 
at Texas Children’s Hospital – where he 
has taken dialysis four times a week for 
months.

Melinda Nettles, mother of the two sib-
lings – as well as their 22-year-old brother 
Garrett – has battled along with her chil-

dren during these trying times.
“It all started when he was three years 

old and had cancer – he had Wilms Tu-
mor,” Melinda said. “He lost one kidney 
to it when he was four. His left kidney was 
compromised – but he didn’t have cancer 
in it. He developed a kidney disease, but 
he didn’t have any issues and they kept it 
in check since up until this last summer. 

“That when it kicked in and had really 
bad issues.”

In September, doctors took out Gavin’s 
remaining kidney and he has lived with-
out one since.

“He is managing just with dialysis,” 
Melinda said.

Haleigh resides in Surprise, Arizona 
and flew on Sunday to prepare for the big 
day. He could have had the transplant in 
December, but due to some blood pres-
sure issues, doctors postponed, and Gavin 
had to wait until now.

“They found he had some extra fluid 
had built up around the heart and it was 
causing some extra stressing,” Melinda 
said. “The day before the surgery they 
canceled it for safety precautions and 
didn’t want his sister giving him a kidney 
his heart wasn’t able to keep alive.

“They wanted to give him extra time to 
get rid of this fluid around the heart.”

The matriarch of the family says these 
times have been stressful and overwhelm-
ing as they battle for Gavin to live a nor-
mal life.

“It’s been hard,” Melinda said. “He’s 
been pretty tough. The prognosis is good, 
and they think it’s all going to work out. 
That’s what they are telling me, and this is 
exactly what he’s going to need.

“He’s going to start gaining weight, 
having energy, doing things and he’s  

Since late, last summer Barbers Hill senior 
Gavin Nettles, left, has lived without a kid-
ney. His older sister Haleigh, flew in from 
Arizona to and will donate one of hers to 
her little brother. (Submitted photo) SEE KIDNEY • PAGE 2

Texas forward Charli Collier (35) battles TCU forward Yummy Morris (5) for position during a Big XII contest Sunday. 
After the game, the Barbers Hill graduate announced she intends to forgo her final season for the Longhorns and 
enter the WNBA draft. (AP Photo/Ron Jenkins)

Collier declares for WNBA draft
ESPN predicts former Barbers Hill standout will be picked first overall

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Having developed into one of the 
best athletes in college basketball, 
Barbers Hill grad and current Uni-
versity of Texas Longhorn Charli 
Collier has decided to take the next 
step. 

Sunday afternoon, Collier an-
nounced she would enter her name 
in the WNBA draft this spring. 
ESPN projects Collier to be the top 
player taken overall. The Dallas 
Wings traded into the top spot in 

February and would make a natu-
ral fit for the standout who opted to 
de-commit from the University of 
Connecticut during her high school 
career so she could stay in Texas 
and play close to her family. 

Collier will graduate this spring 
with a Bachelors Degree in Physi-
cal Culture and Sports with a minor 
in Communication Studies. 

Collier broke out as a sophomore 
and has been a dominant force 
this season. She is averaging 20.9 
points per game and 12.2 rebounds. 
Among the postseason awards 

Collier is in contention for include 
the ballot for the 2020-21 John R. 
Wooden Award; Top 5 Finalist for 
the Lisa Leslie Award; Naismith’s 
Women’s National Player of the 
Year Semifinalist and Naismith 
Women’s Defensive Player of the 
Year semifinalist along with con-
ference and All-American honors. 

Collier became the 47th Texas 
women’s basketball player to score 
47 points in a career recently. Texas 
is 17-8 this season and 11-7 in the 
Big 12 Conference. The Longhorns 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

There is still mystery sur-
rounding the body of a man 
found floating in Dutton 
Lake in October, Chambers 
County Sheriff Office offi-
cials said. 

The body of Daniel 
Howey, 38, was found in 
the lake at about 10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 13 in the 15000 block 
of FM 2354 in Beach City. 

“We’ve identified him,” 
Chambers County Sheriff 
Brian Hawthorne said. “He 
is from Illinois, where his 
mom is from. He was liv-
ing in Channelview.”

Capt. Bryan Baker with 
the Chambers County 
Criminal Investigation Di-
vision said they are work-
ing with the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office on the 
case. 

The Jefferson County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
is performing an autopsy 
on Howey, but results are 
pending, Baker said. 

When Howey’s body 
was found, it appeared to 
have been in the water for 
an extended period of time, 
Hawthorne said. He was 
wearing a gray University 
of St. Thomas T-shirt, me-
dium size, and had a tattoo 
on his left shoulder blade 
that said “Rashawn.”

Hawthorne said detec-
tives had traced Howey to 
Channelview.

Search 
for facts
Sheriff ’s office 
works cold trail 
on floating body
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Former Barbers Hill offensive coordinator 
Kyle Westerberg has accepted the head coach-
ing job at Whitehouse High School, his first 
such position.

Westerberg leaves the program after arriving 
there when his father Tom Westerberg took the 
program over in 2016.

“It’s about the same size school as Barbers 
Hill and I don’t have to be the athletic direc-
tor,” Kyle Westerberg said. “When we played 
Whitehouse in the second round (in 2019), 
I got to have a good look at who they were. 
They have had success in the past and I see 
them having potential to go further. 

“It also is a great community and closer to 

my wife’s family.”
Whitehouse posted an 8-3 record this sea-

son, 5-2 in district. 
The new Whitehouse leader said he hopes to 

add more deep playoff runs to the program’s 
resume and use some of the Barbers Hill blue-
print to do so.

That could include a potential playoff 
matchup with his father’s Eagles in Region 3.

“We compete all the time during practice 
and spring football or whether we are playing 
golf,” Kyle said. 

“It would be fun time and great atmosphere.”

Whitehouse ISD hires Eagle OC as head coach 
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The girls District 21-5A accolades 
were announced and Barbers Hill and 
Crosby represented both sides of the 
ball in superlative fashion.

Rachel Sarlls was named the dis-
trict’s offensive player of the year 
while Sequoia Carroll was selected as 
the best on the other side of the ball as 
the defensive most valuable player for  
the district.

Barbers Hill’s Moriah Shaw was 
picked for the first team, while Del-
aney Dunham and Kaylee Hornberger 

earned second-team recognition. 
Cynthia LeCompte, Peyton Fadal, 

Shandi Smith and Joe Trevino were 
also picked as honorable mention se-
lections. 

Caroll was joined on the first team 
by teammates Caitlin and Cortni Har-
ris while Michaela Ray earned sec-
ond-team status.

Sarlls was named first team to The 
Baytown Sun Select Team and Pey-
ton Fadal was Newcomer of the Year. 
Fadal, Moriah Shaw and Anahuac’s 
Ja’Maya Kirkwood were honorable 
mention selections.

 21-5A All-District girls basketball announced

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Because of numerous 
grass and brush fires, Coun-
ty Judge Jimmy Sylvia has 
issued a burn ban prohib-
iting outdoor burning for 
Chambers County. 

In a proclamation issued 
Monday, Sylvia said such 
fires have “the potential of 
endangering lives and dam-
aging property of a large 
scale.”

“The magnitude of the 
potential damage and the 
rapidity at which such a 
fire could escalate to ma-
jor proportions constitute 
an imminent threat of di-
saster,” Sylvia stated in the 
proclamation.

The ban will continue 
until rescinded. If the ban 
needs to go beyond seven 
days, the Chambers County 
Commissioners Court will 
take measures to authorize 
an extension. 

“This is being declared 
solely for the purpose of 
implementing controls 
aimed at mitigating the 
hazard proposed by wild-
fires during the current con-
ditions,” Sylvia stated. 

While most outdoor 
burning is prohibited in 
Chambers County during 
this period, some outdoor 
burning activities are al-
lowed. 

This includes firefighter 
training, planting or har-
vesting agricultural crops, 
and burns conducted by a 
certified burn manager. 

Burn ban violations are 
considered a Class C mis-
demeanor and violators 
could be subjected to a 
$500 fine. 

Burn ban 
issued 


