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State Rep. Mayes Middleton cut the rib-
bon and welcomed all to his new district 
office in Chambers County. 

The new office, at 20136 Interstate 10, 
is housed within the oldest remaining 
schoolhouse in Chambers County that 
was also home to county government in 
1875. 

“Chambers County has not had a state 
representative’s district office in decades,” 
Middleton said. “I’m proud to provide the 
space to serve Chambers County constit-
uents in a convenient way, so they do not 
have to drive long distances to the Galves-
ton District office.”

“Having two district offices is important 
in working for constituents in both Cham-
bers and Galveston counties,” he added.  

The new district office, which will have 

one full-time staff member, will host con-
stituents who wish to meet with the repre-
sentative or staff who can assist them in 
hearing their concerns on state issues and 
any dealings with state agencies. 

The historic schoolhouse has served 
many roles and returns to a role in gov-
ernment. 

“It was built in 1869 and is the oldest 
schoolhouse in Chambers County still 
standing,” Middleton said. “The build-

ing housed all of the county government 

when the courthouse in Wallisville burned 

down in 1875 and has served as a church, 
a museum and in various other roles since 

then.” 
The Chambers County office and the 

Galveston District Office, at 2101 Me-

chanic St. opened in March, look to serve 
citizens of District 23.

Baytown Sun photo by Christopher James

Mayes Middleton opened his Chambers County District Office within a historic schoolhouse. A host of Chambers County elected officials joined in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.  In 
front from left are Will Carter, representative from Congressman Brian Babin; Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, Rep. Mayes Middleton, Senator Brandon Creighton; and 
Old River-Winfree Mayor Joe Landry among other respected dignitaries. 

State legislator opens office in Chambers County
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Mont Belvieu residents 
will soon be paying more 
for water after the council 
approved a rate increase 
that will add about $16 a 
month for the typical resi-
dence.

City Manager Nathan 
Watkins said the current 
water and sewer rates do 
not cover the full cost of 
providing the services, re-
quiring money to be trans-
ferred from the general 

fund to make up the differ-
ence.

The increase will not 
cover the full shortfall, but 
the council action included 
a water rate study to deter-
mine how rates should be 
adjusted in future years.

Watkins said that the av-
erage Mont Belvieu home-
owner now pays $34.85 a 
month for 6,000 gallons. 
By comparison, a home-
owner using the same 
amount of water in Dayton 
would pay $70.40 and in 
Baytown would pay $76.

Mont Belvieu council 
hikes water rates
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Barbers Hill ISD en-
rollment grew nearly 10% 
since last year, making for 
a busy start to the school 
year. 

With 523 new students, 
Barbers Hill ISD reported 
a 9.3% growth. 

“That drives a lot of we 
do, that drives a lot of the 
decision we make,” Su-
perintendent Greg Poole 
said Monday night. “To 
put it into perspective, we 
had more new students this 
year than we had total stu-
dents 50 years ago in Bar-
bers Hill.”   

The overall student en-
rollment is about 6,250 
students

The largest growth in 
the district was with the 
kindergarten group, which 
increased with a little over 
100 new kindergarteners, 
according to Jami Navarre, 
Barbers Hill spokeswom-
an. 

Poole also reported 
during a Board of Trust-
ees meeting that growth in 

first grade enrollment even 
increased by 14% — an in-
crease of about 56 students.   

“We’ve been saying our 
enrollment would some-
day hit hyperdrive, and it 
has in some areas,” Poole 
said. “We have never been 
above 10%, even in one 
grade level, and now we’re 
at 14% in first grade.” 

Poole added that young-
er grades are the hardest 
to predict since not all stu-
dents enroll in pre-kinder-
garten. 

“Our growth is remark-
able,” Poole said. “Any-
thing at 10% is considered 
a fast-growth district, and 
if you’re at 15% or 20%, 
it’s very difficult to predict 
and plan. We’ll plan and 
make it work, but the first 
charge is to see if this is a 
long term trend.” 

“If these numbers are 
consistent we’re good, we 
have the room, but it poses 
other issues,” Poole said. 
“Issues such as bus routes.” 

The growing pains al-
ready impacted some bus 
routes at the start of the 
school year, leading to the 
consolidation of routes.  

Barbers Hill 
sees big jump 
in enrollment

Chambers County officials were on hand as Gov. Greg Abbott signed HB 1399 into law. The law, also known as the 
Krystal Jean Baker Act, will help law enforcement collect DNA from violent felons to help solve cold cases. From left 
are Abbott, State Sen. Brandon Creighton, Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne and Chambers County District 
Attorney Cheryl Lieck. 

Krystal Jean Baker Act

BY MATT HOLLIS
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Surrounded by Chambers County officials, Gov. Greg 
Abbott signed a bill designed to solve cold cases using 
DNA collected from violent felons. 

Senator Brandon Creighton’s bill, HB 1399, also 
known as the Krystal Jean Baker Act, was made law 
at a ceremonial bill signing at the governor’s office in 
Austin. 

“It was a really good, emotional day,” Cheryl Lieck, 
Chambers County District Attorney, said. “I cannot tell 
you how much work went into this. I am very grateful 
to everyone.”

New law goes into effect Sept. 1. 
The bill was the top priority for Texas law enforce-

ment during the legislative session to solve cold cases 
and bring justice for victims of violent crimes. The bill 
allows for law enforcement to collect DNA samples of 
individuals arrested for violent felonies such as murder, 
rape, and assault. It will securely store the identify-
ing markers in a database. Upon arrest, the collection 
allows law enforcement to link prior, unsolved offenses 
to a current offender. 

“Violent crimes against women and children are 
rarely isolated, and unfortunately, offenders strike many 
times before being apprehended by law enforcement, 
and now that this bill is law, Texas law enforcement has 
a valuable tool to crack cold cases, and remove violent 
criminals off the street,” Senator Creighton said. 

Creighton thanked District 4 Representative Reggie 
Smith for his leadership, Lieck for her efforts as well as 

Assistant District Attorney Eric Carcerano, Chambers 
County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, the Sheriff’s Associa-
tion and other law enforcement officials. 

The new law is named for 13-year-old Krystal Jean 
Baker.

In 1996, Krystal was leaving her grandmother’s Texas 
City home and walking to a convenience store to tele-
phone a friend to get a ride when she was kidnapped, 
raped and strangled. Her body was found dumped under 
a Chambers County bridge over the Trinity River.

Her killer was ultimately identified when a Cham-
bers County sheriff’s officer took her dress from an old 
evidence envelope and resubmitted it for analysis. New 
technology detected a semen stain that provided a DNA 
specimen that matched another specimen the killer 
had submitted after a minor drug arrest in Louisiana in 
2010.

Currently, 18 states have this policy, including all four 
states bordering Texas. When New Mexico, a state with 
a population smaller than Austin, adopted this policy, 
over 1,500 cold cases were solved. 

Lieck said members of her office will now travel to 
Austin again and meet with officials at the Department 
of Public Safety Lab. 

“The DPS lab has included this in their budget, so 
they can hire six more analysts to test DNA,” Lieck 
said. “We will travel there to work on how it will be 
implemented in jails across the state. And we will get 
with prosecutor’s offices to make sure they stay on top 
of it. It has been extremely successful in every state that 
has this law, and the number of states is growing every 
year.”

New law expands DNA database


