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matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Chambers County Sheriff Office arrested 
several individuals in the Winnie-Stowell area 
in an attempt to end the stranglehold that meth-
amphetamines have held on that community. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne 
along with District Attorney Cheryl Lieck 
made the announcement at the Winnie-Stow-
ell County Park in the Community Room with 
many of the arrested individuals sitting nearby 
in handcuffs. 

“This was a nine-month undercover investi-
gation,” Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne said the ball began to roll when 
his deputies arrested a man for drug possession 
on Oct. 11. Lambert Ray Myers Jr., 41, was ar-
rested then for possession of a controlled sub-
stance. 

“That traffic stop revealed a methamphet-
amine arrest that continued to grow into an 

undercover investigation with the help of the 
(Drug Enforcement Administration) and the 
Beaumont Police Department,” Hawthorne 
said. 

After the arrest, Myers received 180 months 
in a federal penitentiary, Hawthorne said. 

“We found out he was responsible for mov-
ing over 22 kilos, 44 pounds, of methamphet-
amines out of the Winnie-Stowell area, using 
Winnie as a hub to distribute meth in the Beau-
mont, Port Arthur, Orange and the whole Gold-
en Triangle area.”

Hawthorne said more arrests came about as a 
result of Myers’ arrest. 

“From that arrest, we have 73 addition-
al individuals that have been arrested along 
with 50 felonies and 23 misdemeanors,” 
Hawthorne said. “We are continuing to do 
undercover operations, but today was an op-
portunity to start serving sealed indictments.”

Hawthorne said they have 15 of the 19 they 
plan on arresting as of Monday morning. 

“We still have arrest teams out in the field, 
fighting the rain and trying to get everyone in 
custody,” Hawthorne said. 

Lieck said the arrests are one way they intend 

to make the Winnie-Stowell area as drug-free 
as possible.

“We have received calls for years about 
the drug problem in Winnie,” Lieck said. “Of 
course, there are drugs everywhere. But specif-
ically, it has been harder to infiltrate the Winnie 
area. This is something Sheriff and I have been 
working on for years. He has searched high 
and low and finally found the right people to 
put into place. It is a closed circle when you 
are dealing with drug offenders. They do not let 
anyone in.”

Lieck said she thanked the citizens of Winnie 
for being patient.

“We have received phone calls for years, and 
we reassured them we are working on this and 
it was coming down. And it finally has,” she 
said. 

Hawthorne said some of the individuals ar-
rested are repeat offenders. 

“Many of them are people that have already 
been incarcerated, mostly for drugs,” he said. 
“We arrested three of them on sex registration 
violations.”

Several arrested in Winnie drug bust

Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis

The Chambers County Sheriff Office made 15 of 19 arrests related to methamphetamine distribution in the Winnie-Stowell area Monday. Those arrest-
ed, shown above, were taken to the Winnie-Stowell County Park’s community building before being taken to the Chambers County jail. 

n Sheriff: Town used as 
meth distribution hub

Reserved tickets for Bar-
bers Hill’s five varsity home 
football games are on sale 
for current ticket holders. 
The sale allows current 
holders an opportunity to 
buy the same seats for $35 
per seat for the season.

Sales will take place at the 
Barbers Hill ISD tax office 
through Aug. 20 from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and seats must be 
purchased during this time 
to retain previous seats. 

Reserved season tickets 
for Eagle fans interested 
in first time purchases will 
be available starting 8 a.m. 
Aug. 22. No such tickets 
will be sold at the gate.

Adult and general admis-
sion pre-sale tickets will be 
sold to each home and away 
game and sales will be from 
Wednesday to Friday until 
4 p.m. of each game week. 
Adult tickets are $5 and stu-
dents $3 at the tax office.

All tickets purchased at 
the gate will be general ad-
mission for $6.

Eagle 
football 
tickets  
on sale

Package of meth washes up on beach in Bolivar

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

BOLIVAR — Beachgoers out for 
some fun in the sun came across a 
surprise when they happened upon 
approximately 2.6 pounds of meth-
amphetamine on the Chambers 
County portion of the beach in Bo-
livar.

Chambers County Sheriff Brian 
Hawthorne said the drugs have an 
estimated street value of $20,500. 

“They actually found it in the wa-
ter,” Hawthorne said. “They were 
beachcombing and saw the package 
lying at the edge of the water in the 
surf. And they realized it was illegal 
drugs.”

Hawthorne said the beachgoers 
picked up the package and turned it 
in to the department. 

“They are great citizens, and were 
worried about illegal drugs in the 
water and the kids that were walking 
around the beach finding it,” Haw-
thorne said. 

“Two pounds of methamphetamine 
is not something you want your four- 
or five-year-old child to find out 
there floating.”

Hawthorne was appreciative of the 
beachcomber’s efforts but cautioned 
anyone that finds any type of drugs 
on the beach, or anywhere, should 
not touch it and wait until authorities 
arrive.

“First, you don’t want to get 
caught with it,” Hawthorne said. 
“Don’t pick it up or do anything with 
it. Just call and wait. Now with all of 
this fentanyl out there, it can just kill 
you. We worry about our canine dogs 

getting a whiff of it while searching 
for cocaine or methamphetamine. It 
can kill a dog as well as a human, 
especially for something found like 
that in the Gulf of Mexico. Most of it 
is coming in from China.”

Hawthorne said they feel a major-
ity of the methamphetamine they are 
intercepting is coming from Mexico. 

“Years ago, methamphetamine 
used to be a local thing and people 
were ‘cooking’ it,” he said. “Now 
the Mexican cartel cooks it in large 
quantities and ships it to the U.S. We 
feel it was a shipment that had come 
from Mexico and they were doing the 
transfers somewhere off the beach, 
and it was just a package that some-
how fell overboard. It probably was 
with another 60 or 100 kilos, and that 
was just one of the kilos that got lost. 
Could be a hundred of those floating 
around and this one just happened to 
show up on our beach.”

Photo submitted by Chambers County Sheriff Office 

Beachcombers were on the beach in Bolivar when they 
found 2.6 pounds of methamphetamine. Pictured from left, 
Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne and Chambers 
County Sheriff’s Office Evidence Technician Angela Hale.

2.6 pounds recovered 
with value of $20,500

State mulls cutting corners on Grand Pkwy segment
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A proposal to de-fund part of the budget 
for the Grand Parkway through Chambers 
County would not eliminate any of the 
roadway that is under construction — but 
could complicate access between Inter-
state 10 and the new highway.

After a Baytown Sun article Tuesday, 
Chambers County Commissioner Billy 
Combs provided clarification that it is the 
interchange, not the highway itself, that is 
potentially on the chopping block.

The contract that has already been let 

for the I-1 segment essentially will build 
the northeast section of the loop, also 
known as Highway 99, from where it cur-
rently terminates at Highway 59 north of 
Houston to where it begins toll lanes just 
south of Interstate 10 near Mont Belvieu.

Dupre said that contract will keep the 
intersection in its current configuration: 
vehicles wanting to get to the Grand Park-
way from the Interstate will have to exit 
onto the feeder road then turn at the inter-
section, and vice versa.

Dupre said TxDOT has budgeted to 
build direct connector ramps on the north 
side of Interstate 10 — it is that $76 mil-

lion project that could be eliminated un-
der a budget revision being considered by 
TxDOT. That would be a separate project 
to be built after the Grand Parkway opens.

She said there are no plans on the books 
for direct connectors to the southern sec-
tion of the parkway.

If the proposed interchange is built, 
traffic would not need to exit to the feed-
er road to travel from southbound Grand 
Parkway to Interstate 10 east or west or 
from Interstate 10 (either direction) to 
northbound Grand Parkway.

Traffic to or from Grand Parkway south 
of I-10 would have to exit and turn at the 

current intersection.
Combs said, “I feel the Direct Connec-

tors are a very important part of the proj-
ect and I’m very concerned about their 
removal. Without the connectors, I feel 
many trucks will continue to use High-
way 146. Additionally this intersection 
is prone to flooding and has been closed 
many times during heavy rains.”

The link for public comment is https://
www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-in-
volved/unified-transportation-program.
html

BHISD new and 
returning student 
registration

New and returning stu-
dent registration will be 
held at each campus on 
Monday, August 12 from 
8:30 - 11 am and 1 - 3 pm.

Early Childhood Center 
students will register at the 
Kindergarten Center.

Visit the Online/Onsite 
Registration webpage for 
more. www.bhisd.netSEE BUST • PAGE 2


