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Barbers Hill awards bonuses to full-time employees
BY CARLA RABALAIS

At the Oct. 23 meeting of the BHISD 
Board of Trustees, school board members 
approved a one-time COVID bonus for 
every full-time employee. Bonuses were 
distributed in paychecks last week for 
each of Barbers Hill’s 1,004 staff mem-
bers.

Superintendent Dr. Greg Poole told 
board members that he is proud of Bar-
bers Hill staff and the monumental effort 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Each member of our staff. Every em-

ployee has been integral in a phenomenal 
and safe start to the school year, under 
what will likely be the most trying times 
our district has ever experienced,” Poole 
told employees. “The board and I have 
voiced praise for all of our staff, and this 
is just a very small way to demonstrate 
our appreciation.” 

Employees with 0-19 years received a 
$500 bonus, those with 20-24 years re-
ceived $750, and those with over 25 years 
received $1000.

“I feel lucky to work for a district that 
appreciates its employees and shows it in 

such a tangible way,” said Pre-K Center 
administrative assistant Darlene Pearson. 

The bonus payments, Poole said, come 
at a price to the district of more than a half 
million dollars, but “you can’t put a price 
tag on nine weeks of school during a pan-
demic without a single, life-threatening 
medical issue for any teacher or child,” he 
said.

Assistant Superintendent of Finance 
Becky McManus added, “I am thankful to 
our Board of Trustees for their good fidu-
ciary management at Barbers Hill which 
allows us to do something like this for our 

employees.”
Many staff expressed appreciation for 

the bonus that comes at a challenging 
time, as some have a spouse experienc-
ing unemployment, family members with 
medical expenses or concerns about up-
coming holiday expenses.

“This gift was unexpected, and it will 
really help me and my family in so many 
ways,” said Elementary School North 
teacher Amy McElroy. “At a time when 
so many are at a loss to see the positives in 
our world, I am literally sitting at the end 
of the rainbow.”

Anahuac falls in bi-district

THE BAYTOWN SUN

Two men were arrested fol-
lowing a dangerous car chase in 
Chambers County.

According to Chambers Coun-
ty Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, Jef-
ferson County Sheriff’s Office 
contacted his office at about 11 
p.m. Saturday, saying the Beau-
mont Police Department was 
chasing a Chevrolet Tahoe head-
ing west on Interstate 10 toward 
Chambers County.

Hawthorne said, a short time 
later, a Texas Department of 
Public Safety trooper saw the 
chase and began to assist on 

Interstate-10 near 
State Highway 
124. Chambers 
County Deputies 
joined shortly af-
ter. 

“The pursuit re-
mained in Cham-
bers County before 
turning around and 
returning to Jefferson County, 
at speeds upwards of 100 miles 
per hour,” Hawthorne said. 
“The driver continued to make 
U-turns before heading back 
west into Chambers County on 
Interstate 10. On multiple occa-
sions during the ensuing chase, 

the driver of the 
Chevrolet Tahoe 
was observed uti-
lizing his vehi-
cle as a weapon 
and attempting to 
strike pursuing of-
ficer’s vehicles.”

The driver of 
the Tahoe exit-

ed State Highway 124 as the 
chase approached Winnie, de-
creasing speed. As the driver 
neared the intersection of I-10 
and FM 1663, a silver Hummer 
H3 pulled in front of the Tahoe, 
and both vehicles came to a stop, 
Hawthorne said. 

“The fleeing driver then exited 
his vehicle and ran to the Hum-
mer before jumping into the pas-
senger seat, in what appeared 
to be a carjacking,” Hawthorne 
said. 

Deputies and troopers soon 
realized the Hummer’s driv-
er was not a carjacking victim, 
but instead was on the scene to 
assist the driver of the Tahoe. 
The chase resumed on I-10, but 
after spikes were deployed by 
DPS, both suspects were taken 
into custody without incident by 
Chambers County deputies. The 
pursuit lasted about 45 minutes 
and involved a Texas DPS heli-

copter. 
The two men - Adrian Sinaloa 

and Luis Armando Ledezma 
Sinaloa – were arrested and tak-
en to jail pending charges. 

Luis Sinaloa was charged 
with evading arrest or deten-
tion with a motor vehicle, a 
third-degree felony, aggravated 
assault against a public servant, 
a first-degree felony, and ag-
gravated assault with a deadly 
weapon, a second-degree felony. 
He is being held without bond. 

Adrian Sinaloa was charged 
with evading arrest and hinder-
ing an apprehension, a third-de-
gree felony.

L. SINALOA A. SINALOA

Two men taken into custody after high-speed chase

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The process of building the Ana-
huac Lady Panthers into a legiti-
mate and consistent volleyball threat 
continues under head coach Lauren 
Brandon.

A year ago she piloted the squad 
to a 14-win campaign which was a 
bump of 10 more from the previous 
campaign and this fall things got 
even more exciting when the Lady 
Panthers qualified for the postseason 
for the first time since 2014 and only 
the second time since 2006.

Thursday night at Cleveland High 
School, the No. 2 seed out of Dis-
trict 22-3A ran into the dual outside 
threats of Diboll’s Helene Bolton 
and A’Leiyah Rayson and fell be-
hind early in sets one and two and 
could never dig their way out in a 
3-0 (25-14, 25-19, 25-23) defeat.

The Lady Panthers finished 16-9 
overall (11-3 in district play) as 
Brandon’s aim of being a playoff 
team came to fruition.

“The season is something I’m very 
proud of,” Brandon said. “Starting 
out I had very high expectations for 
this team and group of girls. Our 
start was slow and rocky and we 
had to take a step back and do some 
self-reflection on teamwork, love, 
and dedication. 

“These girls really stepped up, 
came together, and started playing 
for each other.”

It doesn’t hurt the Lady Panthers 
are expected to return all but two 
players – Zoe Key and Jamaya Kirk-
wood – in 2021 so building from this 
year’s success is probable in the eyes 
of the program.

“The future is bright,” Brandon 
said. “We are losing two wonderful 
senior leaders but will have sev-
en returning players. Our goals for 
next are to win district and be more 
comfortable in a playoff run. The ex-
pectation has been set from middle 
school to varsity. I’m very proud of 
the direction the program is going 
and I’m proud of my coaching staff 

and their dedication to helping this 
program grow.”

The only aspect of this match that 
was disappointing was seeing Ana-
huac come out playing its best ball 
in the third set to take a 21-16 lead. 
However, Diboll’s Zayda Perez, 
playing with a two-set lead served 
like it as she begin uncorking jump-
serve attacks that netted her squad 
eight straight points – with seven 
aces – to help the Lady Jacks back 
up into the lead at 24-22 to win it 

two points later.
“Our playoff appearance was defi-

nitely a learning experience for the 
girls,” Brandon said. 

“It took us until halfway through 
the second set to believe we were 
good enough to stand on the court. 
(Bolton) is a lethal weapon and hard 
to defend but I feel like my girls 
were able to keep them off balance 
and out of system enough in set three 
to keep us in the game but it was just 
a little too late at that point.”

First playoff berth 
for Lady Panthers 
since 2014

Anahuac’s Zoe Key, 5, takes a shot attempt during a bi-district round, 3-0 
loss to Diboll at Cleveland High School, as teammate Bella Hornsby looks on. 
(Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Come Monday, Barbers 
Hill ISD begins Week 12 
of in-person instruction, 
but it will be the first week 
for former remote students. 
The district ended its re-
mote learning platform Fri-
day. 

District spokeswoman 
Jami Navarre said the dis-
trict has a medical exemp-
tion form and process in 
place for students who may 
have health issues.

When school began for 
Barbers Hill in August, 
80% of the students opt-
ed for in-person learning 
while the other 20% stayed 
home to learn virtually. 

The district, like many 
districts in the state and 
country, resorted to some 
kind of remote learning 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Assistant Superintendent 
of Personnel Barbara Pon-
der said during this week’s 
board meeting, the district’s 
faculty attendance rate was 
98% for the first six weeks 
despite the pandemic. Pon-
der added Middle School 
South had 99% attendance 
for the first six weeks.

Also, the Anahuac ISD 
board has voted unani-
mously to return all stu-
dents to in-person learning 
on Nov. 9.

The district started the 
year in August with 70% 
of students in class and that 
number grew to 88% by the 
end of the first six weeks.

Show 
up for 
classes
Barbers Hill 
opts to end 
remote learning 

City 
shelves 
parade
Christmas event 
canceled on 
COVID concern

The City of Mont Bel-
vieu has made the decision 
to cancel the 2020 Christ-
mas on the Hill Parade. 
Many factors relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic were 
taken into consideration 
when making this decision, 
most notably the difficul-
ty in maintaining physical 
distancing along the parade 
route as well as the sheer 
number of attendees at the 
event. 

“We are disappointed that 
it is necessary to cancel the 
Christmas on the Hill Pa-
rade this year. The size of 
this event goes beyond the 
limits of what we are com-
fortable with when it comes 
to the health and safety of 
our community. We are 
looking forward to cele-
brating the season with ev-
eryone at our other smaller 
Christmas events this year,”  
Mont Belvieu City Manag-
er Nathan Watkins said.

Baytown canceled its 
Christmas parade earlier 
this year. 

Sidewalks OK’d for 

Hwy 146
The Mont Belvieu City 

Council approved $125,000 
in matching funds for en-
gineering services related 
to a grant to close the gaps 
on sidewalks along High-
way 146.  The Transporta-
tion Alternative Grant will 
place 5-foot wide sidewalks 
where there are none now.
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