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Eagles earn overall, co-offensive MVP honors
Coach of the Year 
award one of many 
recognitions

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

It was nearly a clean sweep 
of the District 21-5A baseball 
competition for the Barbers Hill 
Eagles and it was also quite the 
performance in postseason hon-
ors.

The Eagles saw a number of 
players get selected for various 
21-5A All District honors, head-
ed by senior Camden Guarnere 
who was named the District 
Player of the Year and sopho-
more Cameron Cauley who was 
chosen as the District’s Co-Of-
fensive Player of the Year.

David Denny was selected as 
Coach of the Year.

“Obviously, Camden going 
undefeated with a low ERA and 
his strikeout-to-walk ratio and 
Cameron – co offensive play-
er of the year - when you look 
at the numbers, he could have 
gotten that by himself,” Den-
ny said. “But it’s up to a whole 
room of coaches and that’s how 
the voting went.”

Guarnere finished unblem-

ished in district play and fin-
ished the season 9-1 overall 
with a 2.838 ERA over 61.2 in-
nings pitched. He also struck out 
55 batters while walking 18. 

Cauley hit .402 with an on-
base percentage of .464 and a 
slugging percentage of .685. He 
had 17 extra-base hits, with two 
homers and 26 RBIs.

One of his homers came in the 
area playoff round in a win over 
Richmond Foster.

Junior Josh Herrera was 
named to the first team as a 
pitcher, while senior River Or-
sak made it as an outfield selec-
tion.

“River and Camden were 
unanimous (choices),” Denny 
said. “John came out of the bull-
pen and was very good for us.”

Junior catcher Greg Smith 
was the tops at his position. 

“Greg is as good a catcher as 
there is,” Denny said. “He was 
deserving of his choice.”

Second team selections were 
junior Cameron Hunt (pitcher), 
junior Connor Dunham (out-
fielder) and senior Trevor Turn-
brough (designated hitter). 

Raithen Malone and Simon 
Larranaga were selected as hon-
orable mention choices.

“Everyone was deserving of 
what they got,” Denny said. 
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Camden Guarnere was named the District 21-5A baseball Player of the Year.

Panther coaching staff undergoes changes
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Greg Neece was hired as the football coach 
and athletic director for Anahuac High School 
in April and the effects from that hire are now 
being felt.

Neece announced sweeping changes of the 
Panther coaching staff in the past few weeks 
as the athletic department will see new hires 
for both basketball and soccer programs, 
track, golf, tennis and baseball, while volley-
ball (Lauren Brandon) and softball (Shannon 
Talbott) coaches will remain in place.

So far, Neece’s new hires include Jeff Ben-
nett (baseball), Stewart Bond (golf), Steve 
Fentress (track), girls basketball (Antoi-
nette Brown) and boys basketball (Cornelius 
Brown).

Neece said all of these new hires will also 
be members of his football coaching staff.

As new basketball coach, Brown will try 
to rebuild a program that won only one game 
last season.

He has been the head basketball coach at 
district rivals Kirbyville for the past three 
years.

“We played them six times during those 
three years so I know what they have,” Brown 
said. “There is a young core. They have a post 
player who moved away and came back who 
I am excited to work with. They had a pretty 
down year last year, but the young group with 
what I bring, I think we will be better.”

He is also excited to work with Neece again 
after teaming up at Kirbyville again and will 
lead the junior high program to get Neece’s 
younger players ready for the high school lev-
el.

Bennett has been a head baseball coach 
for 15 years and comes over from Beaumont 
United, where he began the program and pri-
or to that, he worked at Kirbyville for seven 
years.

“I am looking forward to it, It’s going to be 
a good challenge,” Bennett said. “Me being 
paired with Coach Neece again – he hired me 
eight years ago in Kirbyville and entrusted 

that program to me.” 
He inherits a baseball team that finished 14-

14 overall and just a game out of the Class 3A 
playoff picture.

“They were a game here and a game there 
from making the playoffs,” Bennett said. 
“There is definitely a base to start with and 
the thing that I like is that they were young 
with only three seniors. I know that being in 
the same district with Anahuac in the past that 
they competed. I am looking forward to com-
ing in and put my twist on that and hope they 
compete like they always have in the past.”

Fentress heads over to Anahuac from New-
ton where he was also the offensive line coach 
for a football program that won back-to-back, 
undefeated state titles.

“It’s an opportunity to work with Coach 
Neece again after working with him at Kir-
byville and going to Newton to help him do 
some great things over there,” Fentress said. 
“He’s a great friend and I enjoy working with 
him. I felt like it was a good decision for me 
and my family.”

Barbers Hill 
tops softball  
21-5A honors

BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The dominance the Barbers 
Hill softball team enjoyed on 
the diamond in District 21-5A 
play continued a week into the 
offseason.

The all-district team was 
announced last week and the 
Barbers Hill  Lady Eagles 
dominated the field just like it 
did during an unbeaten season 
of play.

Pitchers, junior Jessica 
Mullins and sophomores So-
phia Simpson and Samantha 
Landry were selected Co-Most 
Valuable Players of the district 
while the Utility Player of the 
Year was freshman Estela Gar-
za as Aaron Fuller was named 
the Coach of the Year.

Barbers Hill finished the 
season with a 39-5 record and 
advanced to the Class 5A Re-
gion 3 Finals before losing a 
three-game series to No. 1 An-
gleton in a decisive, 9-8, third 
game.

First-team all-district se-
lections included catcher, ju-
nior Hanna Webb, designated 
player, sophomore Amber 
Thibodeaux, infielders, seniors 
Rebecca Miller (first base), 
Matee Simon (second base) 
and Sydney Hoyt (shortstop) 
and junior Hayley Freuden-
berg (at large).

Also, sophomore center-
fielder Stephanie Niemann 
made the first team.

Sophomore outfielder 
Kaylee Hornberger was cho-
sen for the second team as 
honorable mention went to 
sophomore Kaitlyn Dutton and 
sophomore Summer Gigout.

Also, the academic all-dis-
trict selections were an-
nounced and Garza, Dutton, 
Hornberger, Landry, Niemann, 
Simpson, Freudenberg, Gig-
out, Mullins, Webb, Hoyt, 
Miller, Simon and Macy Sum-
rall all earned that honor.

Anahuac ISD Education Foundation awards grants
Anahuac ISD Education Foundation volun-

teers had the privilege April 12 of parading 
down the hallways of Anahuac ISD campus-
es, doling out checks to surprised but deserv-
ing educators and their students. 

AEF gave out more than $25,000 in grants 
this year, funds raised by various events, such 
as Dueling Pianos, a fish fry and a pledge 
drive. 

Teachers submit grant applications to the 
Foundation each year of programs, projects 
or products that may go above and beyond the 
scope of their department budget.

The first stop during the Prize Patrol event 
was Anahuac Middle School, where $5,000 
was awarded to teacher Ryan Roecker and the 
Special Education Game Room project.

AMS teachers Jeannette Wilson, Jenna 
Prejean and Nancy Cook received $5,000 for 
their Tap and Think Reading Camp program. 
This grant is given in the name of the Randy 
and Celine Nelson family.

Next stop was Anahuac High School, where 
teachers Kim Sherman, Lauren Hillyer and 
Amanda Way were surprised with a $4,000 
check for their Visions of Literature program.

AHS teacher Carrie Mitchell was award-
ed a $5,000 grant for her participation in the 
Centiport Microsoft certification program.

Last stop was Anahuac Elementary, where 
teacher Latisha Powell was surprised with a 
$1,700 check for her Brain Gym 101 program.

Anahuac Elementary teachers Danette Fer-
ranti, April Key and Rose Ozuna received a 
$4,800 grant for a “Can You Hear Me” pro-
gram. This grant is given in the name of Rusty 
Penick.

“Anahuac ISD Education Foundation is so 
pleased to be able to give these grants to our 
teachers and their students,” said AEF Presi-
dent Linda Tinnerman.

“The Foundation works throughout the year 
to raise funds for this moment and we are ex-
cited to see what the programs will do for our 
students.” said AEF President Linda Tinner-
man.

More information on AISD Education 
Foundation, including an avenue to donate, is 
found at anahuaceducationfoundation.org. or 
by contacting Sue 936-334-4279.
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Teacher Ryan Roecker was awarded $5,000 from AISD Education Foundation for a Special Educa-
tion Game Room project. He is shown with AEF volunteers Linda Tinnerman, Andy Legg, Lanetta 
Muldrow, Lynn Dell Turner, Alicia Moreno, AMS Principal Tammy Duhon and several AMS students.

http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=7313225b-b6de-5dee-bc33-f8c8d70dc65e

