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ANAHUAC - The Texas Gatorfest was 
about a return to normalcy and remembering 
the events that took place 20 years ago on 
9/11 when thousands arrived in Anahuac for 
the annual event.

The fest, which coincides with the ear-
ly days of the four-week alligator hunting 
season as a means of population control for 
the ancient reptile, was a welcome sight for 
many involved at the event held at Fort Ana-
huac Park.

Liz Kemp, Anahuac Area Chamber of 
Commerce Board Chairman, noted the im-
portance of the event considering gators out-
number local residents 3-to-1.

Most in attendance hailed from outside 
Anahuac and visitors stretched all across the 
state.

Final tallies from the fest were not made 
available as of press time, but Ana Casas was 
recorded to have caught a 11-foot, 4-inch ga-
tor Jefferson County.

“It’s a great opportunity to represent my 
county and to come to Chambers County,” 

Gatorfest Senior Queen Isabella Abshier 
said. “We have been taking pictures with 
alligators all day during roundup. They are 
cool to look at, they are big. If they are alive, 
they are scary, but if they are dead, not re-
ally.”

Abshier said she planned to hold a live, 
younger one later in her day at the exhibi-
tion tent.

She also noted she was shocked when she 
was named queen.

“I didn’t know how to feel at first, but it 
felt real when I got here,” Abshier said. 

Drew Avants came up from Galveston to 
meet some friends and attended his first ever 
Gatorfest with his daughter as he never did 
find his crew as they left when he arrived.

“I think it’s great and there are plenty 
things to do for kids and it’s family oriented 
with music, drinks and food,” Avants said. 
“You can’t beat. I love gators. I love gator 
food. 

“This is normal, not that whatever they 
were talking about: This is what we are used 
to. This is family, friends, community. I will 
come back in the future.”

Gatorfest Senior Queen Isabella Abshier gets 
up close and personal with a gator at Fort 
Anahuac Park. (Photo by Liz Kemp)

The haul of alligators pulled in during the Texas Gatorfest was pretty pleasing for most in attendance and this crew did its fair share of heavy 
lifting all day. (Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Gatorfest: Wasn’t that a party? Indeed
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The Panthers moved to 2-1 this season 
behind two touchdown carries and 114 
yards rushing by Landon Corbitt and two 
touchdown passes by Marcus Curiel in 
the 56-13 home win Friday over Houston 
KIPP Generations Collegiate.

KJ Moore added a 60-yard punt return 
for a touchdown for Anahuac, Zyon Clark 
scored on a 35-yard touchdown reception 
while Isiah Gomez also caught a scoring 
pass of 22 yards.

Curiel only threw three passes, com-
pleting them all and the two touchdown 
strikes.

“The kids came out focused and took 
care of business early,” Anahuac head 
coach Greg Neece said. “Everyone got to 
play which is a good thing.”

The Panthers wrap up pre-district play 
7:30 p.m. Friday at home against Bridge 
City.

Eagles notch first victory

It may still be hot, and we may 
get a good bit of rain in the next 
few weeks, but now is the time to 
prepare flower and garden beds 
for fall planting. About 90% of 
things that go wrong with plants 
are not due to bugs; it’s usually 
environmental. What you do to 
the soil to give plants optimum 
growth is the single most critical 
thing you can do to ensure suc-
cess.

Most of Chambers County 
has gumbo clay for the base, so 
making that clay more friable, by 
breaking it up and adding materi-
al that will loosen it over time is 
a good start.The ideal result is not 
clay, not sand, but loam, which is 
a combination of the two with 
additional composted material 
in it. It needs to drain well so the 
plant roots don’t stand in water. 
If you’re planting in a low spot, 
raise the level of the soil, either 
by making a raised bed, or opt-
ing instead for pots or big plant-
ers. The other alternative is a bog 
garden, using plants that actually 
like constant moist soil, like iris.

Nutrients play a critical role 
for optimum growth. All soil 
should have some basic nutri-
ents, but they can leach out over 
time, and plants need lots of ni-
trogen, phosphorus, and potas-
sium, along with a host of trace 
minerals. Ideally, a soil test will 
show what the proposed flower 
bed is lacking for the flowers you 
want to grow. If a soil test isn’t 
a possibility, at least add a basic 
fertilizer designed for flowers, 
vegetables, or a lawn, depending 
on what you want to grow. 

Our area usually has warm 
temperatures into the fall, so to-
matoes, peppers, and bush beans 
can still produce. It is just about 
the cut-off time for planting 
them, however, so do it imme-
diately. Fall vegetable crops in-
cluding the greens, broccoli and 
cauliflower can go in now; wait 
till the end of the month for peas 
of all types.  

Flowers that work for now and 
later include marigolds, snap-
dragons, nasturtiums, petunias, 
poppies and sweet peas. Wild-
flower seed can be sown now in 
the areas that don’t get mowed. 
Perennial flowering plants can be 
planted now to settle in and can 
provide color over many seasons.

It’s time to stop fertilizing fruit 
crops, but water is critical to the 
trees and bushes at this time.  Pe-
cans, for example, are filling the 
kernels now.  Since it’s hard to 
give any other assistance to the 
giant pecan trees, watering is the 
best insurance that you will have 
a good crop. And keep the weeds 
in control around the bases of all 
your fruit crops. The weeds steal 
moisture and nutrients from the 
fruit bearers.

Lawn lovers should know that 
now is the time to be dealing 
with pre-emergent products for 
cool-season weed control. Wait 
till next month for fertilizing. The 
best lawn weed control is actual-
ly building a lush dense lawn 
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Head coach Carl Abseck recorded his first 
win as the Eagles head coach as Barbers Hill 
steamrolled to the big, road win at Houston 
Heights.

Barbers Hill quarterback Brent Holdren 
threw for 351 yards on 28-for-36 passing 
and six touchdowns while also adding 77 
yards on the ground and a score.

Brady Thompson caught 10 passes for 84 
yards and two touchdowns, Cole Thompson 
had four catches for 77 yards and two touch-
downs and Shane Ellis added six catches for 
68 yards.

Josiah Herndon and Garret Hagler both 
caught touchdown passes, and the latter ran 
18 times for 85 yards.

Manny Shaw added 11 carries for 41 yards 
rushing.

The Eagles compiled 575 yards in total 
offense.

“I thought we played offensively really 
well and we had been making progress every 
week,” Abseck said. “We didn’t punt until 
the second half so it was a lot of fun. Brent 
played really well. His progress and im-
provement in our scheme has been a weekly 
deal. His understanding of what we want to 
do and execution was really good. He found 
receivers that found some grass and his ac-

curacy was key.”
Abseck said the first win of his tenure 

since taking over for Tom Westerberg in the 
offseason. 

“For me, I wanted it for the kids, I’ve won 
many games and I like the win,” “It’s payoff 
for the hard work for the kids put in. I can’t 
ask for more than how the kids handled the 
coaching change and the dedication they’ve 
put in to get a positive payoff.

“The goal is to go out and win district. 
We are going to play the game, have goals 
and work toward those goals. You want to 
be playing for gold balls and championships 
and to do that you have to take care of busi-
ness week-to-week.”

Barbers Hill (1-2) opens District 12-5A II 
play 7 p.m. Sept. 23 at Kingwood Park.
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