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Baytown man arrested in Chambers Co. scams
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A Baytown man has been arrested for 
possible fraudulent business practices 
and identity theft in Chambers County.

According to Chambers County Sher-
iff Brian Hawthorne, his office received 
word from several citizens saying they 
were victims of a scam involving a man 
receiving money from numerous people 
in exchange for the promise of employ-
ment. 

The man was identified as 31-year-old 
Chad Eric Skelton, a Baytown resident. 

“Skelton had also obtained identify-
ing information on several of the vic-

tims which could be used 
for fraudulent purposes as 
well,” Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne said detec-
tives began many different 
investigations and obtained 
arrest warrants for Skelton 
for fraudulent use/posses-
sion of identifying infor-
mation, which is a 2nd-de-
gree felony. 

Another call came into the sheriff’s 
office on Sept. 10 about Skelton prom-
ising business services and not follow-
ing through despite receiving payment, 
Hawthorne said. 

Another warrant for Skelton’s arrest 

for deceptive business practices, a Class 
A misdemeanor.

On Tuesday, Hawthorne said detec-
tives received more information about 
Skelton coming from Harris County.  

“He was believed to be conducting 
more fraudulent activity,” Hawthorne 
said. 

Detectives from the CCSO Criminal 
Investigations Division went to Harris 
County and tracked down Skelton at a 
hotel. 

Hawthorne said Skelton was placed 
under arrest for the outstanding arrest 
warrants and transported to the Cham-
bers County Jail.

“During this investigation, it is be-

lieved that Chad Skelton has been tell-
ing potential victims different stories to 
scam them out of money as well as their 
identifying information,” Hawthorne 
said. 

“Through continuous investigative 
efforts, it is believed that Skelton was 
committing fraudulent acts throughout 
Chambers, Harris and Jefferson Coun-
ties.”

Hawthorne said if anyone has come 
into contact with Skelton and feels they 
may be a victim of some type of crime, 
and believe it occurred in Chambers 
County, they are encouraged to contact 
the Chambers County Sheriff’s Office at 
409-267-2500. 

SKELTON

Eagles look solid in scrimmage

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

It was just nice to get back on the foot-
ball field.

After seeing the 2020 season pushed 
to a later start date due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Class 6A and 5A football pro-
grams got cracking a little less than two 
weeks ago and Barbers Hill High School 
took to the field Thursday night.

It may have been only a scrimmage 
against Magnolia, but it was the first 
chance for Barbers Hill head coach Tom 
Westerberg to see his team go against new 
faces. Ultimately, the Eagles won 13-7 in 
an abbreviated two quarters of play as 
Brent Holdren hooked up with Maddox 
Malone on a 60-yard-plus touchdown 
pass and the latter added two fields goals.

“It’s a scrimmage, but we did some 
good and bad things and did some stuff 
that we can correct,” Westerberg said. 
“We will watch the video and we don’t 
play until next Saturday so we will have 
a few days and be ready to roll.”

Barbers Hill opens up 6:30 p.m. next 
Saturday against Katy Paetow at Legacy.

Westerberg was able to get some good 
looks at his new starting quarterback, the 
junior Holdren. Holdren was able to use 
his legs to get out of trouble and create 
some plays while making a number of 
accurate passes mixed in with the occa-
sional misfire.

“Not bad at all, but there is always stuff 
to correct,” Westerberg said. “We will 
keep directing and keep working.”

The running attack was one thing West-
erberg has noted as a potential strength 
this season as the Eagles came out throw-
ing multiple bodies at the Magnolia de-
fense. The top Eagle returner is junior 
Garrett Hagler who came out strong in 
the controlled part of the evening as Bar-
bers Hill’s first possession accounted for 
a score that ended up with Hagler catch-
ing a scoring pass from Holdren. 

“We have got a lot of guys and a lot of 

weapons,” Westerberg said. “We will just 

roll them in there and see who has the hot 

hand.”

Defensively, the Eagles rode that side 
of the ball to a district title a year ago and 

despite losing some big names, it con-

tinued to hit hard and make a number of 

tackles in space.

It was an overall strong performance as 
it gave up a long drive and score on its 

first controlled possession earlier in the 
evening.

“It was good because we haven’t been 
tackling a whole lot and you really don’t 

want to,” Westerberg said. “They did 

a good job with the first live tackling 
they’ve had. They tackled well.

“I thought we played well and with a 

lot of intensity and that’s what we are 

looking for.”

Season opener set for 
Saturday at Katy Paetow

Garrett Hagler of Barbers Hill had a number of strong runs and caught a touchdown 
pass during the Eagles scrimmage Thursday against Magnolia in Mont Belvieu.

There has never seemed to be a more ur-
gent time to gather together for prayer, for 
reflection, for repentance, a return to God. 
The community is invited to “The Return” 
on Sept. 26, 9 a.m., on the Courthouse 
grounds.

The event will be a time of prayer  –  for 
those in the federal government down to 
our own community. Scriptures will be 
read by members of the community as 
those attending reflect on the needs of the 
nation, the community and personal needs.

A Prayer Walk around the Courthouse 
will conclude the service.

The Return is a local observance of a na-
tional event of the same name. 

A gathering of thousands is expected on 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C. on 
September 26 – thereturn.org. The local 
gathering is sponsored by Mid Chambers 
County Ministerial Alliance.

“The Return is a great opportunity for the 
Family of God to truly show how commit-
ted to God we are,” said Ministerial Alli-
ance Chairman Mark Pagels. 

Those attending should bring a lawn 
chair and wear a mask by order of the 
Chambers County Judge’s Office. For more 
information, contact Mark Pagels at mark-
pagels1956@yahoo.com or 713-857-1517.

‘The Return’ 
scheduled 
for Saturday 

MONT BELVIEU BRIEFS

City enters mutual aid 
agreement with Baytown

The Mont Belvieu City Council ap-
proved a mutual aid agreement with the 
City of Baytown Monday for Emergency 
Management.

City spokesman Brian Ligon said this 
mutual aid agreement is to allow the cities 
to assist each other in large events. Emer-
gency Management offices typically re-
spond to situations like floods, hurricanes 
and industrial accidents.

Golf course workshop set
The Mont Belvieu council set two work-

shop sessions for this month to consider 
the golf course and master planned com-
munities.

A Master Planned Community work-
shop was Wednesday and a Golf Course 
Master Plan workshop will be at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at the Eagle Pointe Golf Course 
Pavilion.

Road impacts off I-10
There are some closures this week near 

Interstate-10. From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through 
Saturday, State Highway 99 north and south-

bound left lane will be closed near Inter-

state-10. The same goes for State Highway 
99 eastbound and westbound left land which 
will be closed east and west of Fisher Road. 
There is a right shoulder closure on State 

Highway 99 eastbound east of Fisher Road 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through Saturday.
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STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The death toll from the coronavirus in 
Texas approached 15,000 on Tuesday as 
the total number of deaths across the U.S. 
topped 200,000, by far the highest in the 
world. 

The Texas Department of State Health 
Services reported 3,964 confirmed new 
coronavirus cases and 77 more deaths 
due to COVID-19, the illness caused by 
the virus. Health officials say there are 
more than 716,000 confirmed cases in 
Texas so far. The death toll is at 14,994.

US death toll tops 200,000
The U.S. death toll from the coronavi-

rus topped 200,000 Tuesday, by far the 

highest in the world, hitting the once-un-
imaginable threshold six weeks before an 
election that is certain to be a referendum 
in part on President Donald Trump’s han-
dling of the crisis.

The number of dead is equivalent to a 
9/11 attack every day for 67 days. 

And it is still climbing. Deaths are run-
ning at close to 770 a day on average, and 
a widely cited model from the University 
of Washington predicts the U.S. toll will 
double to 400,000 by the end of the year 
as schools and colleges reopen and cold 
weather sets in. A vaccine is unlikely to 
become widely available until 2021.

For five months, America has led the 
world by far in sheer numbers of con-
firmed infections — nearly 6.9 million as 

of Tuesday — and deaths. The U.S. has 
less than 5% of the globe’s population but 
more than 20% of the reported deaths. 

Brazil is No. 2 with about 137,000 
deaths, followed by India with approxi-
mately 89,000 and Mexico with around 
74,000. Only 10 countries rank higher in 
COVID-19 deaths per capita.

Local case reports
The Harris County portion of Baytown 

has had 2,490 confirmed cases through 
Sunday. There have been 31 deaths 
through Monday.

Chambers County reported 1,271 con-
firmed cases through Monday. There 
have been 16 deaths.

Texas closing in on 15K virus deaths
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