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BY CARLA RABALAIS
Barbers Hill Class of 2018 alum Charli Collier was 

named the number one draft pick in the WNBA in 
Thursday’s virtual draft ceremonies, surrounded by her 
family, friends, and Barbers Hill supporters.

Collier will join the Dallas Wings as she continues her 
basketball career from Austin, where she helped lead the 
Longhorns to the NCAA’s Elite Eight this past season.

Collier’s mother, Ponda Collier, a Math teacher at 
Barbers Hill High School, and brother Casey, a Bar-
bers Hill Class of 2020 graduate who plays football at 
USC, as well as a photo of her late father, first coach, 
and inspiration Elliott Collier, accompanied her for the 
draft announcement.  She was also joined by Barbers 
Hill High School Principal Rick Kana, former BHHS 
Girls Basketball Coach Tri Danley, and other Barbers 
Hill staff.

 “Charli is a winner in all things, and I am so proud 
that she is an ambassador for Barbers Hill,” said BHISD 
Superintendent Dr. Greg Poole.

During Collier’s high school years, she played all four 
varsity basketball seasons, where she started at each 
gamed played and amassed 3539 points and 1408 re-
bounds.

As a BH student, Collier was named to the 2017 
Naismith All-America Team, the 2017 MaxPreps 
All-America First Team, the Texas Girls Coaches As-
sociation Class 5-A All-State teams for 2015, 2016, 
and 2017, in addition to earning bronze medals in the 
2016 & 2017 FIBA U17 World Championships. At the 
University of Texas this year, Collier was named an 
All-American by the Associated Press.

“We are beyond proud of Charli and the things she 
has accomplished,” said BHHS Principal Rick Kana. “It 
is clear that Charli is a beautiful young lady and a great 
athlete, but for those who don’t know her personally, 
they may not realize that she is beautiful both inside and 
out. She is a wonderful young lady and a role model for 
students of all ages. We know she is destined for great 
things, and we wish her every success.” 

Barbers Hill 2018 graduate Charli Collier was joined by brother Casey Collier, an offensive tackle for USC, mother Pon-
da Collier, a teacher at Barbers Hill High School, and BHHS Principal Rick Kana for festivities surrounding the WNBA 
draft pick on Thursday. Collier was the number one draft pick by the Dallas Wings.

The Chambers County Children’s Mu-
seum, to be located at 10955 Eagle Drive, 
is moving full speed ahead with the orga-
nization’s first hire, an executive director. 

Melody Kraus is a former Pastor, most 
recently serving as Senior Pastor of First 
United Methodist Church Mont Belvieu. 
She is highly regarded in the United 
Methodist Church system where she has 
served for the past 15 years in Associate 
Pastor and Senior Pastor roles.

“I am honored to have the opportunity 

to serve as the Founding 
Executive Director of the 
Chambers County Chil-
dren’s Museum,” Kraus 
said. “The population of 
Chambers County has in-
creased by more than 25% 
in the last decade bringing 
in many new young fam-
ilies. It is exciting to be 

part of an innovative organization that is 
poised to serve and inspire the children 

and families of our growing community. I 
look forward to being part of the effort to 
bring this project to fruition.”

The organization’s President, Macy 
Middleton, shared sentiments. “The Board 
of Directors and I are thrilled Melody is 
joining our team. She excels in leadership 
and community service and is passionate 
about serving the kids and young families 
of our great county.”

With this new hire, the Organization is 
ready to complete the design and permit-

ting phases of the project as well as the 
launch of a capital campaign, with con-
struction slated to begin in 2022.

Founded in August 2019, the Chambers 
County Children’s Museum is a 501c3 
not-for-profit organization whose mis-
sion is to bring learning-through-play to 
Chambers County. The Museum will be 
located at the old Thrif-Tee Food Center 
on Eagle Drive. For more information, 
please visit http://chamberscountychil-
drensmuseum.org.

At the April 13. 2021 meeting of Chambe1s County Com-
missioners Court Celia Devillier. wife of the late Honorable 
Yale Devillier, was appointed by unanimous vote to fill the 
vacant Justice of the Peace for Precinct 1 seat.

“Several members of the community have graciously ex-
pressed their willingness to fulfill this position and serve 
their neighbors,” said Chambers County Commissioner Jim-
my Gore. “Celio is the natural choice, though. andis more 
than capable of fulfilling the duties associated with this po-
sition.·

Yale Devillier passed away after a valiant fight with leuke-
mia on March 29. During his treatment and prior to this ap-
pointment, JPs from neighboring precincts have shored his 
seat to ensure that judicial proceedings continued.

“We know that this is a challenging time for Yale’s fam-
ily,” said Chambers County Judge Jimmy Sylvia. “We ap-
preciate Celia’s willingness to take up the mantle that Yale 
proudly carried during his tenure.”

During Commissioners Court, an emotional Celia thanked 
the Judge and Commissioners for allowing her to continue 
her late husband’s legacy. ‘’I’m so thankful for the opportu-
nity to do this.” said the newly appointed Justice of the Peace 
Celia Devillier. “I’m so humbled.”

Justice of the Peace Celia Devillier took her Oath of Of-
fice at 10:30 a.m. on April 14, 2021 at the Chambers County 
Courthouse.

JP Devillier’s Office is located in the East Chambers 
County Annex at 211 Broadway in Winnie.

Chambers Co. commissioners appoint 
late JP’s wife to serve in his stead

Celia Devillier was sworn in by Chambers County 
Judge Jimmy Sylvia for the Justice of the Peace Pct. 1 
seat. As she was sworn in, Celia Devillier held a pho-
to of her husband when he was first sworn in for the 
seat in 2007.  (Photo by Wade Thibodeaux)

BH alum #1 pick in WNBA draft

Chambers Co. Children’s Museum names director
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It was simply a no brain-
er. The men, women and 
children of every race, 
state and background that 
put their lives on the line 
for Texas had to be recog-
nized and that is exactly 
what the Chambers Coun-
ty Historical Commission 
went out and did.

At Fort Anahuac, the 
commission unveiled the 
“First Stand” monument 
in the park to give respect 
to those who died in the 
events that led up to the 
Battle of San Jacinto in 
1836.

With the support of the 
San Jacinto Volunteers, the 
monument was unveiled in 
front of approximately five 
dozen spectators that paid 
their respects to Texan his-
tory over the weekend.

Sheryl Shaw, chairman 
of the commission, and 
Texas state Rep. Mayes 
Middleton took time to 
speak on behalf of the mo-
ment before moving on 
to pull the cover over the 

monument.
The monument pays 

homage to Patrick Chur-
chill Jack and William Bar-
rett Travis who were from 
the area and played key 
roles in the Texas Revolu-
tion.

“They also devoted the 
rest of their lives to Texas,” 
Shaw said. “The events in 
Anahuac ignited by the 
sparks of discontent that 
led fan to the flames that 
led to the Texas Revolu-
tion.

“Travis and Jack were 
two ordinary young men 
who took a stand in ex-
traordinary ways. That is a 
definition of a hero.”

Middleton, a Texas re-
publican house representa-
tive for District 23, said he 
was honored to be a part of 
a moment that took time to 
honor such a pivotal period 
in the state’s history.

“This is the cradle of 
the Texas Revolution right 
here,” Middleton said. 
“Freedom isn’t free: It’s 
paid for in blood. I can’t 
be prouder of this county. 

New monument 
highlights Anahuac’s 
role in revolution

The ‘First Stand’ monument was unveiled Saturday at Fort 
Anahuac. From left are state Rep. Mayes Middleton, sculp-
tor Campobella and his daughter Bristol and Sheryl Shaw, 
chairman of the Chambers County Historical Commission. 
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