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Our mouths were filled 
with laughter, our 
tongues with songs of joy. 
Then it was said among 
the nations, “The LORD 
has done great things for 
them.”         — Psalm 126:2
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United Way eclipses goal, raises $3.1 million

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

MONT BELVIEU — The United Way 
of Greater Baytown Area and Chambers 
County celebrated meeting its $3.1 mil-
lion fundraising goal for the 2018-2019 
year at the organization’s annual meeting 
Thursday at Wismer Distributing in Mont 
Belvieu.

Traci Dillard, director of resource de-

velopment, said the annual campaign, 
which is the traditional workplace dona-
tions to the United Way effort, brought in 
$2.8 million, and the remainder was from 
grants, mostly related to Hurricane Har-
vey recovery and the Be Well Baytown 
program, made up the rest.

Patricia Wells, United Way disaster re-
covery manager, highlighted the efforts 
of the disaster recovery effort, which is 
one of the newer initiatives of the local 

United Way.
Many residents, she said, are not aware 

that assistance is still available for people 
whose homes were damaged by Hurri-
cane Harvey.

While the storm is an unpleasant mem-
ory for many people in the area, other still 
live with the effects of the record flooding 
it brought.

For people who already experience 
poverty, recovery brings even greater 
challenges.

So far, she said, 160 people have ap-
plied for recovery assistance through 

United Way.
Of those, 80 have been referred to other 

organizations to meet their needs. Work 
has been completed on 31 homes, she 
said, and 12 are actively being worked on.

Another six homes have been approved 
for work but not yet begun, and 50 are in 
the review process.

While the work projects are about mak-
ing repairs, she said, “We’re focusing not 
just on the structure of the home, but the 
people in the home.”

Clearing the way for progress
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Pastors offer biblical 
principles & thoughts

Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis

Major portions of the San Jacinto Mall are being demolished as the effort to turn it into the San Jacinto Market Place continue. Demolition on the mall 
began in June. Natasha Barrett, City of Baytown spokeswoman, said the process is ongoing but slow. “What is taking so long is that they are recycling 
some of that material,” Barrett said. “And they are doing it in parts while a couple of stores are still open for business. Each day they are breaking 
down more.” Construction of San Jacinto Market Place, which will be 1 million square foot open-air concept shopping center featuring a large, green-
space plaza, creating a venue for a variety of gatherings, festivals, concerts and events, is expected to start sometime in the first quarter of next year.

Mont Belvieu revokes 
massage parlor certificate

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

City officials recently provided 
an update on the Brunson Theater 
renovation, saying it should open 
for business in August. 

The long-awaited Brunson Visi-
tor’s Information Center is close to 
being occupied, said Deputy City 
Manager Ron Bottoms. The city is 
turning the historic theater, which 
opened in 1949, into a visitor’s cen-
ter/business incubator. It has expe-
rienced a few delays, but Bottoms 
said things are turning around for 
the Brunson and a ribbon cutting 
should happen in August. 

One cause for the delay involved 
problems with the original terrazzo 
flooring, which Bottoms said had to 
be taken out.

“It had pieces that were missing 
and had been filled in,” Bottoms 
said. “So, they replicated it on top 

of the old floor. It has the same col-
ors, scheme and everything, but it 
had been there so long, they were 
unable to get it to shine like it used 
to. So, the decision was made to go 
ahead and replace it.”

Bottoms said he visited the Brun-
son this week to check out the new 
flooring.

“They were about to put the clear 
coat on the new terrazzo floor, and 
it really looks good,” Bottoms said. 
“They had all the rest of the floor-
ing in place, too.”

Another issue was water was 
leaking into the theater. For years, 
the building had no roof, and rain-
water collected inside before work-
ers removed it all. 

“The leaks have been taken care 
of,” Bottoms said. “It was not so 
much the roof as it was water com-
ing down from the bricks from the 
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Mont Belvieu Code Enforcement closed a massage parlor 
that the Mont Belvieu Police Department believed was a 
front for prostitution. 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

One of the two women arrested at a 
Mont Belvieu massage business believed 
to be a front for prostitution was released 
without charges, Baytown police report, 
after interviews and further investigation.

Baytown police spokesman Sgt. Jason 
Kelly said that when Baytown and Mont 
Belvieu conducted an undercover inves-
tigation at the business, they were able to 
determine that one employee, Wen Hui 
Sun, a 64-year-old woman, “was offer-
ing sexual favors in exchange for money 
as part of her masseuse services.” BPD 
spokesman Sgt. Steve Dorris said she 
was charged with prostition. 

The other employee present at the 

time, also a 64-year-old 
woman, was released after 
questioning.

Kelly said detectives are 
still investigating the busi-
ness to determine if the 
business owner or anyone 
else is involved in illegal 
activity.

Mont Belvieu police 
spokesman Brian Ligon said other ten-
ants in the shopping center in the 9500 
block of Highway 146 reported suspi-
cious activity at the business. Mont Bel-
vieu police confirmed activity at the lo-
cation at all hours of the night and asked 
for assistance from the Baytown police 

Charge of prostitution filed against 64-year-old woman

Brunson opening set for August

Photo by Matt Hollis

City officials say the historic Brun-
son Theater is set to reopen in Au-
gust as a tourist information cen-
ter/business incubator. 

Issues with floor, roof leaks resolved, city says

Storm 
threat
Forecast: Barry 
impact expected 
to be minimal

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The National Weather 
Service forecast for the 
Houston area warns that 
weekend weather depends 
on exactly what track Trop-
ical Storm Barry takes, but 
the agency’s forecast said 
Thursday night that “We 
are more confident that 
there will be minimal im-
pacts from Barry for the 
area, but do not want to let 
our guard down either.”

The forecast warned to 
keep an eye on develop-
ments.

The official forecast, 
though, predicts Barry will 
continue westward then 
turn north, moving into 
Louisiana Saturday.

The Harris County Office 
of Emergency Management 
is continuing to monitor the 
storm but said it no longer 
expects Barry to affect the 
area. The latest direction 
from the Chambers County 
Office of Emergency Man-
agement is that heavy rain 
is possibly.

Things are looking a lot 
worse farther east.

Thousands of Louisi-
anans broke out sandbags 
or fled to higher ground 
Thursday as Tropical 
Storm Barry threatened to 
turn into the first hurricane 
of the season and blow 
ashore with torrential rains 
that could pose a severe 
test of New Orleans’ im-
proved post-Katrina flood 
defenses. National Guard 
troops and rescue crews in 
high-water vehicles took 
up positions around the 
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Year’s service highlighted during annual meeting


