
H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

Celebrating 9 Year Anniversary
HAPPY HOUR!

Senior Citizens 60+ $7.45

Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm 3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

One child w/adult, child under 8 years old Eats Free

• William Bigbee Barnett

• Doris Marie Gould 
Templin Tilton

• Rebecca Bueno

• Alton H. Miller

• Jerrel Wayne Mayfield

• Carolyn May Sexson
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May the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of all mankind, 
appoint a man over this 
community to go out and 
come in before them, 
one who will lead them 
out and bring them in, so 
the Lord’s people will not 
be like sheep without a 
shepherd.    
           — Numbers 27:16-17

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES
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SUNNEWS
STATE

Father’s Day 
photos sought

In honor of Father’s Day 
Sunday, The Baytown Sun 
invites readers to celebrate 
by submitting photos that 
depict the best of father-
hood. Submit photos by 
5 p.m. Thursday to be in-
cluded in the Sunday is-
sue. Send photos to david.
bloom@baytownsun.com

Along with the image, 
please include names, date 
and place the photo was 
made. Feel free to include a 
line or two about the image.

City seeking entries for 
annual July 4th parade

Baytown Parks and Recreation is seeking en-
tries for the July 4th parade. 

The annual July 4th parade down Market 
Street and Lee Drive features festive floats, 
military vehicles, classic cars, and local dance 
and cheer groups, and school bands. The parade 
starts at 5:30 p.m.

There is no registration fee to join the parade. 
All entrants must be decorated with red, white 
and blue or other appropriate July 4th decora-
tion. The deadline to register is 5 p.m. Friday, 
June 28.

If your company, organization, church or 
group would like to participate in the parade, 
contact Parks and Recreation at 281-420-6597 
or by email to shontele.williams@baytown.org 

Goose Creek CISD students competing at National History Day visit with U.S. Congressman Brian Babin in his office 
at the Capitol. From left are Brandon Broussard, Tramy Nguyen, Babin, Ruth Patino, Reese Benoit and (back right) 
Reese’s brother Riley Benoit. The National History Day competition runs through Thursday.

Gov.  signs law 
boosting Texas 
teacher pay

Jury: McDowell guilty of murder

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

GALVESTON - After deliberating for 
close to three-and-a-half hours, a jury has 
determined Steven McDowell is guilty in 
the murder of his ex-wife, Crystal Mc-
Dowell.

Steven McDowell showed little emotion 
as the verdict was read, a complete con-
trast to his earlier emotional state, when 
he testified through tears how he claimed 

to “love her more than 
anything in the world.” 

Chambers County Dis-
trict Attorney Cheryl Lieck 
said Steven McDowell fac-
es life in prison with a full 
range of five to 99 years. 
He was not charged with 
capital murder, and the death penalty was 
waived since he agreed to lead authorities 
to Crystal McDowell’s body. 

After the verdict was read, Judge Chap 

B. Cain III asked if the 
prosecution, led by Lieck, 
and defense attorney, Kea-
ton Kirkwood, were ready 
for the punishment phase 
of the trial. Both said they 
were and the second phase 
began immediately.

Members of Crystal Mc-
Dowell’s family packed 
the Constitutional Court-

room of the Galveston County Justice 
Center Tuesday where Judge Chap B. 
Cain III of the 253rd District Court in 
Chambers County is presiding.

Before the case was handed to the jury, 
Steven McDowell took the stand for a 
second day, again defending his claim he 
“hugged” Crystal McDowell to death in-
stead of strangling her with his hands. 

Kirkwood asked when Steven McDow-
ell “hugged” Crystal McDowell if he 
knew it would end the way it did.

“No, sir,” he replied. 
Kirkwood asked if he loved her and his 

kids. McDowell said he did. 
Kirkwood asked if Steven McDowell 

felt remorse. 
“Yes, every day,” he said. 

Robert E. Lee High School STEM Academy faculty and staff, along with Renea Dillon, director of 
CTE (second from left); Dr. Melissa Duarte (third from left), deputy superintendent for curric-
ulum and instruction, and Dr. Randal O’Brien (right), Goose Creek CISD superintendent, cele-
brate attaining Model Status from the National Career Academy Coalition. See story on Page 2.
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Punishment phase continues today

Baby 
shower 
for all
United Way 
collecting items 
for Day of Action

THE BAYTOWN SUN

For this year’s annu-
al Day of Action, United 
Way of Greater Baytown 
Area & Chambers Coun-
ty is hosting a Community 
Baby Shower, #UWDayo-
fAction. Items will be col-
lected through June 20 then 
distributed to local agen-
cies that have programs re-
lated to parents and babies. 
A community-wide baby 
shower has the potential to 
help many of our youngest 
residents with a healthy 
start on life. Please consid-
er donating new baby items 
to help at risk families. 

Example of needed 
items: all sizes of diapers, 
bath products, wipes, light-
weight clothing, onesies, 
socks, bibs, bottles, and 
blankets.

There are several collec-
tion sites including United 
Way at 5309 Decker Drive, 
Baytown:

Amegy Bank: 1308 Lacy 
Dr, Baytown

Community Resource 
Credit Union: 2900 Deck-
er Dr., Baytown, 2700 N. 
Alexander Dr. Baytown, 
8010 Hwy 146, Baytown, 
6810 Garth Rd, Baytown, 
and 11001 Eagle Dr., Mont 
Belvieu

Texas First Bank: 819 
Rollingbrook, Baytown, 
and 210 Hwy 124, Winnie

Together we can help our 
youngest community mem-
bers get a healthy start on 
life.

For more than 70 years, 
United Way of the Greater 
Baytown Area & Chambers 
County has tackled our 
community’s most difficult 
issues.  For more infor-
mation visit: www.united-
waygbacc.org.SEE GROWTH • PAGE 2

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The petrochemical industry con-
tinues to feed into the economic 
success of Baytown and Mont Bel-
vieu, driving the area to success and 
growth for the future. 

That was the message delivered 
by B.J. Simon, associate executive 
director for the West Chambers 
County Economic Foundation, at 
the West Chamber County Cham-
ber of Commerce membership lun-
cheon Tuesday. 

Clear signs of economic success 
have brought corporations like 
Buc-ee’s and HEB to Baytown and 
Mont Belvieu, and the prospects 
of a redeveloped San Jacinto Mall 
and a hotel and conference center 
in Baytown. Mont Belvieu also has 
the prospect of 60,000 square feet 
of new retail and office space com-
ing this year. 

According to Simon, the growth 
on the east side of Houston is out-
performing what some economists 
predicted. 

In an outlook of what could hap-
pen in the Houston area petrochem-
ical cluster, economists looked at a 
timeframe from 2014 to 2021 that 
represented about $55 billion in 
various industrial projects. 

A prediction by an economist 
from the University of Houston, 
when about 80% of projects had 
been completed, it was believed 
2017 was going to be the apex of 
this activity with a precipitous drop 
going forward. But that prediction 
was incorrect, as the economic suc-
cess in the area in 2018 and 2019 
will hit $10.4 billion with various 
industrial projects planned for the 
area. 

Between the JSW Steel USA’s 
pipe mill project, development of 
Covestro’s methylene diphenyl 
diisocyanate plant, ExxonMobil 
Baytown chemical expansion proj-
ect and the capital investment of 
$5.9 billion in the midstream sector 
of Mont Belvieu, about 746 new 
and permanent jobs are expected.  

“One hundred new jobs in Cham-
bers County in the plastics and ma-

terial resin production would result 
in $187 million economic impact to 
the county,” Simon said. 

To further expand on a growing 
east Houston area, in 2018 there 
was a 3.3% growth in employment 
in Chambers County while unem-
ployment rates continued to de-
crease — as of April unemployment 
was at 3.8%, according to Simon.

In the fourth quarter of 2018, jobs 
in Chambers County were above 
16,000.

“That’s a 19% increase over 
time,” Simon said. “About 2,700 
jobs have been added since the last 
census in Chambers County, which 
equates to 341 jobs per year.” 

In 2017 the gross domestic prod-
uct for Chambers County was more 
than $3 billion, which was an in-
crease of 6.7%. 

“That $3.05 billion gross domes-
tic product for the county is basical-
ly about $76,000 per capita,” Simon 
said. “If Chambers County were a 
country, it would be in the top 10 in 

Economic boom exceeds forecast
Plant expansions, retail growth powering region’s future
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