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Since the children have 
flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their humanity 
so that by his death he 
might break the power of 
him who holds the power 
of death — that is, the 
devil.          — Hebrews 2:14
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Pastors offer biblical 
principles & thoughts

COUNTY
With Ike, Harvey behind 
Harris Co., judge touts 
progress & optimism
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Owner of Frank’s Collision Repair, Frank McClosky, opens a barbecue pit of bacon-wrapped jalapenos Thursday 
during a lunch to celebrate 15 years serving the Baytown community. McClosky funded his college degree by painting 
cars in local collision shops. In 2003, he bought one of the shops he used to work at, Baytown Motors, and changed 
the name to Frank’s Collision Repair (3003 N Main St.). In 2010, he opened a second location in Dayton. Now there are 
five Frank’s Collision Repairs in the greater Houston area.

Frank’s Collision turns 15

Residents seek better communication on pits
BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

For two days, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency conducted one-on-one in-
terviews with area residents in Highlands 
to update and finalize its Community In-
volvement Plan for the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits.  

The EPA conducted about 15 one-on-
one meetings Tuesday and Wednesday, 

giving residents the opportunity to ex-
press any site-related needs, concerns and 
expectations. EPA staff also wanted to 
know how the community prefers to re-
ceive information regarding the cleanup 
process.  

“We want input on how EPA can en-
hance what we’re currently doing when it 
comes to outreach efforts in cleaning up 
the site,” Community Involvement Coor-

dinator Janetta Coats said. 
While there were a limited number of 

slots open for one-on-one meetings, about 
a dozen residents attended a roundtable 
discussion Wednesday to express their 
ideas as to how the EPA can better engage 
with the surrounding community. And 
attendees expressed the need for better 
communication between the EPA and the 
outlying neighborhoods.

Residents said the EPA needs to reach 
out to HOAs, local civic groups and possi-

bly even school districts because much of 
the community is still unaware the waste 
pits even exist, as many residents in the 
area still fish by the site. 

“The dioxin — one of the deadliest 
chemicals known to man — is sitting right 
there and that’s bigger than ‘don’t eat the 
fish,’” Pamela Bonta said. “And one or 
two billboards would do a lot of good for 
letting people who don’t read the paper, 
don’t listen to Fox News and don’t go 

1The Texas Gatorfest returns this 
year after a hurricane-forced hi-

atus in 2017. The festival will run 
Friday through Sunday with live 
music acts, food, airboat rides, 
carnival rides and other wonderful 
and exciting activities. Gates open 
at 6 p.m. Friday, 7 a.m. Saturday 
and noon on Sunday. Among the 
headliners for the festival are Aar-
on Watson, William Clark Green, 
Wayne Toups, Brian Jack and the 
Fab Five, a Beatles Tribute Band. 
Tickets are $15 each. For more in-
formation, visit texasgatorfest.com. 

2Baytown’s Farmers Market at 
Town Square will return Satur-

day with a new look. The market 
will be moved off the street and 
into the square. It is scheduled 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third 
Saturday of each month. It will fea-
ture local farmers, live music, food 

trucks, cottage foods and handmade 

good. For more information, call 

281-420-6597 or visit baytown.org.  

Baytown Town Square is located at 
213 West Texas Avenue. 

3There will be a Tyke Hike at the 
Baytown Nature Center at 10 

a.m. today at the Baytown Nature 
Center. The hike is a free pre-school 
program for ages 3 to 5 with an 
adult. The topic for the hike will be 
turtles. The Baytown Nature Center 
is located at 6213 Bayway Drive. 

4The Promise Center will be hop-
ping from 4 to 10 p.m. Saturday. 

The I Heart Promise Get-Down will 
feature live music, poetry, comics, 
art, clothing, pop culture items and 
concessions. The Promise Center 
is located at 2609 Market Street in 
Baytown. 

5The Houston Astros have hopes 
of a second World Series title. 

This weekend will be the start of the 
final homestand of the regular sea-
son. It will start with Hispanic Heri-
tage Weekend in a series against the 
Arizona Diamondbacks. The series 
will start today and run through 
Sunday. Saturday night, the Astros 
will host Carlos Correa Replica Or-
ange Jersey tonight, available to the 
first 10,000 fans. The home stand 
will run through Sept. 23, ending 
against the Los Angeles Angels.  

                       — Michael Pineda      

5things to do     
this weekend

The Texas Gatorfest runs today 
through Sunday at Fort Anahuac 
Park in Anahuac, 1704 S Main St.

Losing  
a part of 
the past

EPA concludes interviews for community involvement plan

SEE EPA • PAGE 3

MB residents reflect  
on loss of Thrif-Tee

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu resident 
Kay Howell said she has 
been shopping at the Thrif-
Tee Food Center since it 
first opened 23 years ago. 

“It was a godsend, and 
we really appreciated them 
coming out here,” Howell 
said.

The grocery store an-
nounced this week it is 
closing the doors for good. 
Co-owner Bill Monk said it 
was mainly due to the new 
H.E.B. grocery store mov-
ing into the city. Every-
thing in the store has been 
slashed to half-price, and 
they intend to sell every-
thing before the lights are 
turned off forever. 

“We expect to be here un-
til Saturday for sure to see 
if we can get rid of most of 
it and see what we have to 
do after that,” Monk said.  

Monk said the turnout for 
the last days of the store has 
been better than expected.

“We didn’t know peo-
ple would come this hard 
and fast to get everything,” 
Monk said. “They are buy-
ing a bunch, but we didn’t 
expect the parking lot to be 
full all day long.”

Howell was one of the 
many customers who came 
to the store one last time. 

“One of the best things 
here was the meat market,” 
she said. “Everyone I knew 
shopped here and wouldn’t 
buy meat from anywhere 
else. When it first opened, 
the community was so 
small then and we loved 
that about it. We got to 
know people and those that 
worked here were always 
so accommodating. It will 
be missed for sure.”

Bubba Drumm, another 
Mont Belvieu long-time 
customer, described the 
store’s closing as “sad.” 
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown council approved a 
new tax rate Thursday night, sav-
ing Baytonians a penny more on 
their tax bill than they did last 
year. 

The new proposed tax rate is 
$0.81203, a little less than the 
current rate of $0.82203. The 
Maintenance and Operations rate 
per $100 valuation is $0.457643, 
and the debt rate per $100 valu-
ation is $0.354387 until the end 
of the next fiscal year on Sept. 

30, 2019. This totals the new rate 
of $0.81203, thus reducing it by 
$0.01. 

Baytown Director of Finance 
Wade Nickerson said based on an 
average appraisal, the lower tax 
rate should translate into an $11 
savings on average for Baytown 
citizens over a year.

“There are variables like the 
value of the house, and some of 
the exemptions such as the home-
stead exemption or for those over 
65 years of age,” Nickerson said. 

Baytown City Council  
passes reduced tax rate 

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The 62nd annual Highlands 
Jamboree is fast approaching, as 
organizers prepare to celebrate 
the progress and resiliency of its 
residents since Hurricane Harvey 
inundated the community over a 
year ago.  

The “Happy Days” in High-
lands event will be on Saturday, 
Oct. 6 at Highlands Elementary 
campus, 200 E. Wallisville Road. 

“We want to celebrate because 
it is happy days here again,” Jes-

sica Woods, executive director of 
the Highlands-Lynchburg Cham-
ber of Commerce, said. “We are 
moving forward, working to re-
build and growing in a positive 
way.” 

The event once again includes a 
5K fun run/walk at the San Jacin-
to Community Center, 604 High-
lands Woods Drive, that will start 
at 7 a.m. The top three best times 
in the youth and adult category 
will receive awards. 

A parade follows the run at 

‘Happy Days’ the theme 
for Highlands Jamboree 
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