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Autumn in
the garden
Our recent storm has
brought the ants to higher ground.
September
is usually the time to do
the “Texas Two-Step” for
fire ant control, but if you
missed it, October works!
The two-step process is to
broadcast bait and to treat
the individual mounds as
well. If you start closest to
the house and driveway and
work your way outwards,
you give yourself something of a free zone. They
will be back – they always
come back – but the luxury
of not stepping on a mound
is worth it.
Bulbs have begun appearing at the usual stores.
For many bulbs in our area,
now is the time to tuck them
in for spring blooming. If
you see tulip bulbs, you can
buy them now, but put them
in the fridge till New Year’s
Day. Wildflower seed can
still be planted in our area,
as can poppies. Sloped areas are ideal, because most
don’t like wet feet. It takes
all winter for them to root
and grow before their own
spring show. And if you do
plant them, make sure they
are safe from mowers!
Mums, snapdragons, and
pansies are in abundance
for sale right now. Keep the
pansies shaded a bit longer
till we have consistently
cooler weather.
Cyclamen and primula are good
choices for shaded areas,
or keep them in pots on the
shaded porch for color by
the front door. Caladiums
should be dug up now if
you want to use them next
year; dry them out before
storing in a cool dry spot.
Seeds of sweet peas,
snapdragons, and lots of
herbs can go in the ground
now. In the vegetable beds,
plant broccoli, beets, Swiss
chard, Bok choy, and the
greens, except for spinach,
which needs cold weather.
If you plant lettuce, remember that the seeds need light
to germinate. Just barely
cover them, or leave them
exposed, pressing the seeds
lightly into the soil. Keep
them watered, though.
Time to feed the lawn:
winterizing food is available that doesn’t also have
a weed component. The
cool-season weeds are already sprouting, so it’s really too late for prevention.
You may start to see some
irregular patches dying
back; this is actually called
brown patch. Don’t water
and fertilize it – you only
encourage it! Treatments
are available; just read the
label for optimum success.
Ideally, a well-fed lawn is
less likely to encourage
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Eleanor Rowan shows off one of the more unique pumpkins one can find at the First United Methodist Church in Mont
Belvieu. The First United Methodist Church of Mont Belvieu, 10629 Eagle Drive – which has had over 43,600 pounds
of pumpkins shipped in – will hold its patch through the end of the month with times ranging from Monday – Friday,
12 – 8 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to noon and Sundays 1 – 7 p.m. On Oct. 30, the church will hold a festival to aim to have
all of the estimated 4,000 pumpkins that are left by then be taken home. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Voters can cast early ballots for the Nov. 2 election
through Oct. 29.
Texas
constitutional
amendments are on the
ballot covering topics such
as taxes, gambling, bond
issues, religious services,
healthcare, constitutional
rights, and veterans.
In Old River-Winfree,
Mayor Joe Landry is running again. Also on the ballot are Kathy Franssen for
Seat 2 and Judy Strickland
for Seat 4.
Early voting hours for
Chambers County are from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at all locations. Early voting hours
change from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m. Oct. 25 through 29 at
all locations.
The hours are 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. on Election Day in
Chambers County.
The Chambers County
early voting locations are:
• Main Branch American
Legion Hall, 1704 S. Main
St., Anahuac
• Winnie Branch Juanita
Hargraves Memorial Library, 108 E. Fear Road
• Mont Belvieu Branch
Goss Library, 1 John Hall
Drive, Mont Belvieu
• Cedar Bayou Branch
Cedar Bayou Community
Building, 7711 Highway
146, Baytown

Numbers, favorable conditions could provide hunters with good season
With millions of ducks in the Central Flyway and promising conditions in many parts
of the state, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biologists suggest these factors could indicate a good waterfowl season is ahead for
Texas Hunters.
For the second straight year, the May Breeding Waterfowl Survey was cancelled due to
COVID-19 concerns in both the United States
and Canada.
Instead, TPWD biologists largely relied on
fellow biologists in the breeding grounds of
Canada and the United States prairie states to
help with the Texas forecasts for this season.
The special youth-only duck season occurs
in the High Plains Mallard Management Unit
Oct. 23 - 24, followed by youth-only duck sea-

son in the South Zone Oct. 30 – 31 and the
North Zone Nov. 6 - 7. Regular duck season
in the High Plains Mallard Management Unit
opens Oct. 30, in the South Zone on Nov. 6
and the North Zone on Nov. 13.
Consult the 2021-22 Outdoor Annual, which
was made possible in part by support from
Chevy Silverado, for other season dates and
bag limits, including those for “Dusky” duck.
“We are already hearing good reports of
birds building in many of flooded rice fields
and coastal marshes along the Texas coast,”
Kraai saidd.
Coastal Texas has experienced many extended periods of rainfall, as well as periods
of dryness, this summer and early fall. Overall, conditions are in better than average con-
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dition across much of the coast. Landowners
and managers are currently busy pumping and
managing water, and growing foods in the rice
prairies.
Ducks and geese will concentrate quickly
on these locations and hunting success should
be excellent in these areas.
East Texas has seen above average rainfall
most of the summer. Soil moisture is high
and any new rainfall this winter will begin to
pond quickly creating conditions important to
duck populations. Reservoirs are higher than
normal for this time of year and the shallow
shorelines and river mouths will be a big draw
to ducks very soon.
Hunters should purchase their new 2021-22
Texas hunting license prior to hitting the field.

Barbers Hill homecoming royalty

Women United hosting clothing
drive for Women Work
Women United, a United Way of Greater Baytown Area & Chambers County affinity group, is hosting a clothing drive to
support Women Work by Love Network
of Baytown.
“Women United is pleased to support
Women Work as it aligns with our mission to empower women in the local
community to achieve financial, professional, and personal success,” said Paige
Woolery, project lead. “We are excited
for the opportunity to support this new
program, and most importantly, to further
support local women.”
Women Work is a non-profit workforce
clothing closet for women and a Dress for
Success Houston referring partner. The
workforce development clothing closet
in Baytown will focus on women and
providing them with industry-related or
professional clothing for job interviews
and the first few weeks of work.
Clothing will be collected from Octo-

ber 18 through November 12 via public
drop-off locations and through collection
efforts at corporate partners for their employees. Only new or gently used, clean
items will be accepted.
Public collections will be available at
the following locations:
• Amegy Bank – Baytown
• Chambers Health Wellness Center at
Bayside – Anahuac
• CommunityBank of Texas – Baytown
• Community Resource Credit Union
– Baytown, Mont Belvieu, Crosby and
Atascocita
• Sterling Municipal Library – Baytown
•Texas First Bank – Baytown and Winnie
Women United is a United Way of
Greater Baytown Area & Chambers
County affinity group. To learn more
about Women United call 281.424.5922
or visit https://www.unitedwaygbacc.
org/women-united.

Reid Allen and Abigail Bacarisse were named Barbers
Hill High School 2021 homecoming king and queen at Eagle Stadium in Mont Belvieu.
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