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• Dane Edwards Norris                            

• Joyce Fuentes
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• Mary Lucile Gibson

• Betty Jo Harrison

• Eric Henderson
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Now all glory to God, who 
is able, through his mighty 
power at work within us, 
to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or 
think. Glory to him in the 
church and in Christ Jesus 
through all generations 
forever and ever! Amen.   
             – Ephesians 3:20-21
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*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 680 or greater, no 
bankruptcy in the previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer does not 
include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
Real estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a representative 
for more details. CRCU membership required. Offer expires 08/31/20.
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LENDER 
FEES!^ 

FREE 
45 day 

rate-lock

Wave goodbye to home loan fees & say hello to 

a new home with a low-rate CRCU mortgage! *

crcu.org/mortgage

Covering Southeast Harris County, Chambers County & Southwest Liberty County

GOOSE CREEK SPORTS GO BACK TO WORK MONDAY SPORTS

Benny May, center, is joined by Dr. Tanseem Abouelseoud, left; Dana Essary, 2 North manager, second from right; Dr. 
Houssam Oueini, far right, and members of his care team at Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital. May survived a 
case of COVID-19. “My body felt like it was in a vice, but the doctors and nurses I had were fantastic. They continued 
to breathe life into me the whole time I was there,” May said. See story on Page 2B.

COVID-19 survivor story
‘The care I received right here in Baytown was second to none’

City launches 

parks survey
Do you have kids? Do 

you use Baytown parks 
regularly? 

Even if your answer is 
no, we want to hear from 
you. Tell the city what it 
can do to improve the park 
system that would motivate 
you to utilize them more.  

The Parks and Recreation 
Department is developing 
a master plan for the de-
velopment of the park sys-
tem.   It is as easy as taking 
the quick survey. The city 
wants to hear from kids 
too. They see things from 
a different perspective and 
their voice is equally as im-
portant. The city needs par-
ticipation to reach its goal 
of designing a park system, 
while improving the well-
being of the community.  

Additionally, the devel-
opment of a parks master 
plan will qualify the city 
for state and federal grant 
funding to make suggested 
visions a reality. Find the 
Parks & Recreation survey 
at https://www.baytown-
parkssurvey.org/  

Court: $20 mil Exxon verdict needs second look

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Both sides claimed victory in a decision 
by the Fifth Circuit U.S. Court of Ap-
peals to send a $20 million penalty ruling 
against ExxonMobil in an environmental 
case back to the trial court for further con-
sideration.

The company is defending a lawsuit 

filed by Environment Texas and the Sierra 
Club that claims that ExxonMobil repeat-
edly violated provisions of the Clean Air 
Act at its Baytown complex.

Given that each day of each violation 
is counted separately, a lower court ruled 
that ExxonMobil was responsible for 
16,386 days of violation.

The appeals court determined that the 
plaintiffs did have standing to sue and that 

damage to the plaintiffs was traceable to 
the company “for a substantial number of 
Exxon’s violations.”

It affirmed that flaring, smoke and haze 
indicated traceable violations, as did any 
incident that produced enough pollution 
to require reporting to the state.

However, it told the lower court to re-
view which violations of “zero emissions” 
permits were, in fact, significant enough 
to justify penalty. Those are incidents that 
cause minimal emissions but were includ-
ed because there was no permit for any 

emissions.
For example, the ruling said, “Exxon’s 

thousands of violations include accidents 
as minor as smoke caused by plugging in 
an extension cord and a fire in a cigarette 
butt can that lasted one minute.”

The Appeals Court also directed the 
lower court to consider whether a small 
number of violations during Hurricane 
Ike were covered under the Act-of-God 
defense.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

And then there was one.
The Midland school board voted 6-to-1 this week to 

change the name of Robert E. Lee High School — both 
the senior high and the freshman facility.

“Voting to change the name was not an effort to erase 
history,” Midland ISD School Board President Rick 
Davis said. “This decision was much more than simply 
righting a past wrong concerning the name of a high 
school. It was also about moving forward to reflect the 
character of our remarkable community.”

Earlier this month, Tyler ISD also voted to change 

the name of its Robert E. Lee High School.
In the past few years, boards in San Antonio and 

Houston also made the decision to change of the name 
of their Robert E. Lee High School.

Goose Creek is now the only school district in Texas 
with a school named after the Confederate general.

The Goose Creek CISD school board will discuss a 
possible name change for Robert E. Lee High School 
at a Monday night meeting.

Director of Communications Susan Passmore said 
the issue will be discussed during Superintendent Ran-
dal O’Brien’s report.

Passmore noted that there will be no vote by the 
board on the potential name change at this meeting.

During the board meeting, 30 minutes are allotted for 
public input with each speaker limited to three minutes. 

School 
proposal 
blasted 
Teachers group 
rebukes new state 
opening plans 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The state’s top teach-
ers group criticized state 
guidelines for starting the 
school year Friday, saying 
they would unfairly pun-
ish districts that choose to 
stick with online instruc-
tion amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The comments from the 
Texas State Teachers As-
sociation come after Gov. 
Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick and the state’s other 
Republican leaders on Fri-
day endorsed the guidelines 
from Attorney General Ken 
Paxton and the Texas Edu-
cation Agency. 

Texas health officials 
said more than 8,800 new 
confirmed cases of the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19 
were reported Friday, 
bringing the total in Texas 
since the start of the pan-
demic to almost 421,000 
cases. More than 141,000 
of the confirmed cases are 
active. The state’s rolling 
rate of positive tests re-
mained steady Friday at 
12.12%, up fractionally 
from Thursday.

The true number of cas-
es in Texas is likely higher 
because many people have 
not been tested, and studies 
suggest people can be in-
fected and not feel sick.

The state reported nearly 
300 new COVID-19 

Goose Creek last state district with 
school named after Robert E. Lee

Baytown Sun photo by Carol Skewes

Construction crews began work on Phase 1 of a project to re-
lieve drainage and make improvements July 22. Crews are pic-
tures digging into the street on the corner of South Main Street 
and West Texas Avenue by Rooster’s Steakhouse.
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Work has begun on a highly anticipat-
ed project to relieve flooding issues on 
South Main Street and Texas Avenue.

The South Main St. Drainage Im-
provements Project has begun con-
struction with a total roadway closure. 
This project consists of two phases to 
reduce and mitigate flooding by provid-
ing drainage improvements in the South 
Main St. corridor. Phase 1 addresses S. 
Main from West Texas Avenue to West 
Gulf Avenue. Phase 2 is a future phase 
to complete the project, south of West 
Gulf including detention and coordina-
tion with Harris County Flood Control 
related to drainage ditch work. 

Phase 1 of the project is comprised of 
improvements to drainage, removal of 

the existing storm sewer and pavement 
and installation of a larger underground 
storm sewer system. There will be ad-
ditional waterline improvements, new 
sidewalk, concrete pavement, drive-
ways, and barrier-free curb ramps. 

Phase 1 of construction includes 
two construction phases, referred to as 
‘Steps.’

Currently underway, Step 1 includes 
construction on South Main Street., be-
tween West Texas and Pearce Street. 
Step 2 will continue construction to the 
south, from Pearce St. to just south of 
West Gulf Avenue During Phase 1 con-
struction, the City of Baytown Public 
Works and Engineering Department 

Drainage work underway to 
alleviate Texas Ave. flooding
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n Board to discuss school 
name change on Monday night

n Company ruled to be over 16K days of violation
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