
Thursday, December 2, 2021

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Monthly payment would be 
$138.70 on $3,000 borrowed for 24 months at 5.99% APR, 
including all applicable discounts. All loans subject to credit 
approval and some restrictions may apply. Payment also 
includes monthly premium for Payment Protection which 
includes Credit Life and Disability Insurance. Credit Life and 
Disability Insurance is not required. Membership required. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

CRCU.org/3KHolidays

GET A

$3000 LOAN 

$139 
AS LOW AS 

PER MONTH*

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

After several previous at-
tempts that didn’t come to 
fruition, Chambers County 
is moving forward on a new 
justice complex, with mon-
ey in this year’s budget to 
do architectural work and 
acquire property and plans 
to hold a bond election in 
November 2022 to fund 
construction.

The complex is to be lo-
cated north of the current 
courthouse. “After the new 
facility is built then the ex-
isting jail will be demol-
ished and it will be parking 
in that area,” Commission-
er Billy Combs said.

He said the final cost of 
the project hasn’t been es-
tablished, but about $80 
million to $85 million has 
been discussed.

The new complex will 
contain a jail, operations 
and administrative space 
for the sheriff’s office, the 
district attorney’s office 
and courtrooms for the 
district courts, which have 
both criminal and civil tri-
als.

The commissioner’s 
court and county adminis-
trative offices will remain 
in the current courthouse.

“In the interim we are 
overcrowded in our exist-
ing jail,” Combs said. “We 
are in the process of acquir-
ing and building out an ex-
isting building for a female 
facility.”

That will be used until 
the new facility opens. 

The new jail will be  larg-
er with more accommo-
dations for both male and 
female inmates. It will also 
be better equipped with 
medical and mental health 
facilities.

An early version of the 
plans, which may be mod-
ified, called for a 240-bed 
jail.

Another safety improve-
ment would be housing 
the jail and the courtrooms 
within a connected com-
plex, meaning prisoners do 
not have to be taken out in 
public to go to court.

The current courthouse 
does not even have sepa-
rate rest room facilities for 
the public, defendants and 
jurors, complicating securi-
ty during trials.

Chambers Co. 
justice center 
coming along

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu city council signed 
off on a development some think 
will double, or even triple, the city’s 
population. 

Council members recently ap-
proved a development agreement 
with McGrath Real Estate Partners 
for Riceland, a master-planned 
community, to be built in Mont Bel-
vieu. 

“Riceland will be the premier 
master-planned community on the 
east side of Houston, and I think 
Mont Belvieu is the perfect place 
for it,” Mayor Nick Dixon said. 
“City Council and I worked very 
hard with the developer to ensure 
that the improvements that will 
come as a part of Riceland being 
here benefitted all Mont Belvieu 
residents – both current and future – 
while providing high-quality neigh-
borhoods and amenities that will 
continue to make Mont Belvieu a 
great place to live.”

Houston-based McGrath Real Es-
tate Partners said it plans to break 
ground on the 1,400-acre Riceland 
in March, with work on the first res-
idential plats starting next summer, 
Brian Ligon, city spokesman, said.

The vision for the development 
is for Riceland to become the larg-
est “amenitized” master-planned 
community in the area, with plans 
to add 3,800 to 4,000 new homes, 
recreation buildings, pools, a park 
system, and 30 miles of hike and 
bike trails, and a large green plaza 
in the city center that will be used 
universally to hold a variety of com-
munity events.

“The agreement with the Rice-
land developers will drive some 
new infrastructure improvements 

both inside the city and in the cur-
rent city extraterritorial jurisdiction 
as it begins that will benefit all of 
Mont Belvieu’s residents in the fu-
ture,” Ligon said. “The developer, 
in partnership with the city, will 
be building new roads, improving 
existing roads, and adding quali-
ty-of-life amenities. Developers are 
also working closely with the Bar-
bers Hill ISD to accommodate any 
new schools if necessary.”

Ligon said one of the major high-
lights of the Riceland project is the 
development of an authentic down-
town for the city. 

“This walkable town center will 
help Mont Belvieu grow to new 
heights while also keeping the small 
town, homegrown community feel 
that the city’s current residents 
know and love,” Ligon said.

Ligon added that the downtown 
concept comes from the Livable 
Center Study the city conducted in 
partnership with the Houston Gal-
veston Area Council in 2018. 

“The City of Mont Belvieu prides 

itself and has won national recogni-
tion for its ability to plan for the fu-
ture growth and to make those plans 
become reality,” Ligon said. 

City officials expressed excite-
ment over the project. 

“The City of Mont Belvieu is ex-
cited to partner with McGrath Real 
Estate Partners to bring the Riceland 
master-planned community into 
Mont Belvieu,” Interim City Man-
ager Scott Swigert said. “The vision 
for Riceland underscores what peo-
ple love about living in Mont Bel-
vieu; a high-quality high-amenity 
lifestyle that maintains our fami-
ly-friendly hometown feel. This is 
evident in the priority the develop-
ers have placed on working with 
the city to bring our vision of an au-
thentic downtown, anchored by our 
new City Hall, into reality.”

The construction for the city cen-
ter is scheduled to begin before the 
end of the year, while the first res-
idential phase, located on a 1,400-
acre tract located at Eagle Drive and 
FM 565, should start in 2022.

4K home, 1,400 acre subdivision 
OK’d by Mont Belvieu council

FM 565 
hearing

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Texas Department of 
Transportation is inviting 
the public to a virtual meet-
ing about the FM 565 Im-
provement Project. There is 
also an in-person option for 
the meeting. 

The virtual portion of the 
meeting is set for Dec. 9, 
with the in-person sched-
uled from 4 to 7 p.m. the 
same day. 

For in-person, the loca-
tion is Jenkins Park Pavil-
ion, 4334 Crosby Cedar 
Bayou Road, Baytown. All 
meeting materials will be 
added to www.txdot.gov/
inside-txdot/get-involved/
about/hearings-meetings/
beaumont/120921.html. 

The meeting will cov-
er the reconstruction and 
improvements for FM 565 
in Chambers County, from 
Highway 99 to State High-
way 146. 

In-person attendees can 
view the same presenta-
tion delivered in the virtual 
public meeting. They can 
also review hard copies of 
project materials, ask ques-
tions, and leave written 
comments. 

All comments must be 
received on or before  Jan. 
7 to be part of the public 
meeting record.

The 2.9-mile proposed 
project includes recon-
structing, realigning, and 
widening the existing two-
lane roadway to accom-
modate two 12-foot travel 
lanes in each direction. It 
also entails adding a 16-
foot raised median and 
10-foot outside shoulders. 
Workers will also build a 
new FM 565 bridge over-
pass over the Union Pacific 
Railroad, eliminating the  
at-grade crossing.

 In addition, they will add 
sidewalks in certain loca-
tions.

The proposed project 
also requires additional 
right of way and potentially 
will displace two res-iden-
tial structures, subject to 
final design considerations. 

The project’s purpose is 
aimed at improving safety 
and mobility in the area. 
Many feel FM 565 is inad-
equate in meeting current 
and future traffic, thus re-
sulting in congestion and 
reduced mobility. 

It also does not have des-
ignated turn lanes, nor does 
it meet current design stan-
dards. 

To comment, visit www.
txdot.gov and search “FM 
565 Chambers County.” 
To email, send let-ters to 
bmtprojects@txdot.gov. To 
leave a recorded voicemail, 
call 832-271-0394. To send 
in a letter,  send to TxDOT 
Beaumont District Office, 
FM 565 Improvement Proj-
ect Manager, CSJ: 1024-
01-077, 8350 Eastex Free-
way, Beaumont, TX 77708.

Comments must be re-
ceived or postmarked by 
Jan. 7. 

Stretch between 
Hwy 99, Hwy 146 
target of project

Houston-based McGrath Real Estate Partners plans to break ground on the 1,400-acre Riceland subdivision in 
Mont Belvieu in March, with work on the first residential plats starting next summer. The construction on the first 
residential phase, located on a 1,400-acre tract located at Eagle Drive and FM 565, should start sometime in 2022.

LITTLE  
BIDDY BITS

Heaven’s Lobby 
Young Luke was asking 

his dad how quickly we 
would be with Jesus in 
Heaven after we die. 
Mark told his son he was 
not really sure how it was 
all going to work out. To 
which Luke replied, “ 
Well, I sure hope there’s a 
lobby!” 

And Jesus replied, “I 
assure you, today you will 
be with me in paradise.” 
(Luke 23:43) 

Danny R. Biddy, 
Chaplain: Chambers 
Co.Sheriff’s Office & 

Fellowship of Christian 
Cowboys
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