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• Jacob Thomas Harris                            

• Nelda Ruth Powell 
Merryman

• Anna Lois “Ammi” 
Dunlap

• Clark Hartman Day                           

• Irene Marie Badgett

• James (Jim) 
Richardson
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*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 680 or greater, no 
bankruptcy in the previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer does not 
include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
Real estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a representative 
for more details. CRCU membership required. Offer expires 08/31/20.

NO
LENDER 
FEES!^ 

FREE 
45 day 

rate-lock

Wave goodbye to home loan fees & say hello to 

a new home with a low-rate CRCU mortgage! *

crcu.org/mortgage

BIBLE VERSE
So again have I thought in 
these days to do well unto 
Jerusalem and to Judah: 
fear ye not.                                                   
     – Zechariah 8:15

Be still, and know a 
new day is coming. Be 
encouraged!                  – SH
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GCCISD virtual 

graduations 
Goose Creek CISD will 

broadcast virtual gradua-
tions for its three traditional 
high schools on May 23. 

Ross S. Sterling High 
School’s is at 10 a.m. while 
Goose Creek Memorial 
High School’s is at 2:15 
p.m. Robert E. Lee High 
School’s virtual graduation 
ceremony is at 6:30 p.m. 

All ceremonies are being 
broadcast on the district 
website, www.gccisd.net. 
The ceremonies can also be 
seen on Baytown’s channel, 
Channel 16.

The district has planned 
face-to-face graduation cer-
emonies in July. 

SUNNEWS

TX Supreme Court rules in favor of family
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A Texas Supreme Court ruling 
handed down Friday will allow 
the family of a Baytown man 
killed by a university police of-
ficer in San Antonio to proceed 
with a lawsuit against the offi-
cer’s employer, the University of 
the Incarnate Word.

Eight of the court’s justices 
joined the opinion. Chief Justice 
Nathan Hecht filed a dissenting 
opinion.

The case be-
gan in Decem-
ber 2013 when 
Baytown native 
and UIW student 
Cameron Redus, 
23, was return-
ing to his home 
at an off-cam-
pus apartment. A 
university police 

officer, reportedly suspecting he 
was intoxicated, tried to stop his 
car on a San Antonio street near 
the campus.

Redus, near his apartment 
complex, pulled into his parking 
lot. He and the officer got into a 
heated exchange that ended with 
the officer fatally shooting him. 

The Bexar County District At-
torney declined to pursue charges 
against the officer and Redus’s 
parents, Mickey and Valerie Re-
dus, filed a suit against the police 
officer and the university as his 
employer.

While University of the In-
carnate Word refused to release 
records related to the incident, 

claiming to be a private insti-
tution not subject to the Texas 
Open Records Act, it separately 
claimed to be immune from a 
lawsuit on the basis that its po-
lice department was acting as 
an arm of the state and enjoyed 
sovereign immunity against law-
suits.

The ruling Friday by the Su-
preme Court found that the uni-
versity is not an arm of the state 
and is not protected by sovereign 
immunity.

Texas gives both public and 

private universities in the state 
the option of creating police de-
partments able to enforce both 
state and local laws. The legis-
lation allowing private universi-
ties to create police department 
grants private university police 
officers “all the powers, privi-
leges, and immunities of peace 
officers.”

The court ruled that while 
the legislation grants private 
university peace officers the 
same immunity that applies to 
other police officers, that im-
munity does not extend to the 

Lawsuit can now proceed against university in death of Baytown college student

REDUS

Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale

Suzy Hutchins, a bartender at Down on Main Street Saloon in Baytown, will have to get used to seeing an empty bar 
while serving drinks as drinking establishments are allowed to reopen at 25 percent capacity and with a number of 
social distancing and sterilization protocols in place.

City bars join economic recovery 

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com 

In Texas bars, bowling alleys, 
skating rinks and even some strips 
clubs reopened Friday as the state 
continues to gradually restart one 
of the world’s largest economies 
after it was ravaged by shutdowns 
caused by the coronavirus epidem-
ic.

For the Baytown area, the local 
pub industry is just hoping to stay 
alive as Gov. Greg Abbott earlier 
this week ordered further easing 
of some state restrictions that had 

shuttered many venues for more 
than a month.

Down on Main Street Saloon 
owner Sylvia Hallum is happy to be 
open but is concerned with a possi-
ble future shut down if people don’t 
follow the social distancing orders.

“I don’t have take out and I rely 
on this 100 percent for my personal 
financial needs also,” Hallum said. 
“That’s what is really hard on me 
and other people. I don’t have man-
agers here so my profit margin is 
probably a little higher than some 
of the bars so I can probably sus-
tain a little bit more than the others 

I have talked to.”
Hallum has considered the pos-

sibility of a reopening leading to 
employees becoming sick but isn’t 
overly worried as local reports are 
minimal in terms of COVID-10 
cases. 

“I’ve thought about it, but I am 
not concerned about it because I 
don’t personally don’t anyone who 
has it in Baytown,” Hallum said. “I 
don’t believe that it is a concern for 
me. I haven’t lost sleep over it.”

As of Friday, 102 cases had been 
reported in Baytown.

For drinking establishments, the 
rules are simple: No one can linger 

Impact of social distancing to be determined 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A city councilman has 
sounded off about the on-
going roadwork project on 
North Main.

Councilman Chris Pres-
ley said the work on North 
Main might 
cost more 
than ex-
pected, is 
using an 
u n p r o v e n 
method of 
smoothing 
out bumps, 
and con-
tends the 
process left citizens out 
without a chance to voice 
their opinions.  

Presley said the city 
has paid out more than 
$429,000 to Teamwork 
with another $550,000 re-
maining to be paid. In addi-
tion, Presley said a process 
called diamond grinding, 
which is supposed to 
smooth out bumps, was 
budgeted for $600,000 for 
a total of $1.58 million. He 
asked city administrators, 
including City Manager 
Rick Davis, about this, and 
they responded that the cost 
to completely reconstruct 
North Main would be $11 
million. 

Presley said he asked if 
the previous dollar amount  

Broken 
ranks
Councilman at 
odds with city 
on road project

PRESLEY

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo extended the county’s 
“Stay Home, Work Safe” order 
through June 10.

On Thursday she also an-
nounced guidelines intended to 
protect workers who are return-
ing to their jobs.

She said employers should not 
take adverse action against work-
ers who have been quarantined, 
submit complaints or decline to 

work because of health concerns.
Employers should consider 

staggered shifts where practical 
to reduce the number of workers 
arriving and leaving at the same 
time, and should screen employ-
ees for symptoms each time their 
arrive on the job site. Workers 
should also wear face coverings.

The order also addressed clean-
ing and sanitation procedures as 
well as breaks for handwashing. 
Each work site should have a des-
ignated safety monitor.

Harris County judge 
extends stay home order

VFW to open on Sunday 
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

It’s time for the VFW to get 
back up running.

Beginning Sunday, VFW Post 
912, 8204 N. Main Street, will 
resume normal hours of opera-
tion with BINGO! set to run at 2 
p.m. and the canteen will be open 
during that time and be open at 
noon.

The post canteen is open dai-
ly and normally operates from 
3-8 p.m. daily with the exception 
being noon – 6 p.m. Sundays. 
BINGO! takes place Sundays and 
6:30 p.m. Wednesdays. 

The post is open around those 
hours.

Social distancing protocols and 
sanitizing will be enforced at the 
site according to Jerry Johnson, 
the VFW’s former president.

“I don’t think we will get more 
than our 25 percent capacity,” 
Johnson said. “We fit about 250 
people. We hardly ever pull in 60 
people which is right around our 
25 percent. I don’t think some 
people who normally show up 
will show up. Some of their fami-
ly members are scared to let them 
go out during this COVID period. 
If we get 30-40, we’d be pretty 
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