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Now faith is confidence 
in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we 
do not see. – Hebrews 11:1
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PITCHING CARRIES BARBERS HILL SOFTBALL TO HOT START SPORTS

Lee College president reflects on past year 
           BY MARK FLEMING 

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Lynda Villanueva took the 
reins as the 10th president of Lee 
College in January 2020. Even 
with 20 years of experience in 
higher education, she knew that 
her first experience of being 
president of a college would 
bring challenges—but had no 
way of knowing what challenges 

were in store.
She spoke about 

her first year in 
office at a recent 
virtual meeting of 
the Baytown Chap-
ter of the Greater 
Houston Women’s 
Chamber of Com-

merce.
One of her initial plans was to 

participate in a “listening tour” 

to hear what the college commu-
nity had to say.

That got cut short 10 weeks 
into her new role, she said, when 
the pandemic hit.

“We were in no way prepared 
to take all of our operations re-
motely. Most of our faculty did 
not know how to teach online 
[and there were] resources and 
services like academic advising, 
orientation and career services 

that all needed to be delivered 
remotely,” she said.

“We were truly rebuilding the 
plane while trying to fly it.”

Over 1,000 classes were shift-
ed to online instruction in less 
than two weeks. Classes that had 
to be in-person, such as some 
of the technical classes, were 
paused until procedures could be 
developed to hold them safely.

In addition to the pandemic’s 
effect on college operations, Vil-
lanueva wanted to understand its 

impact on students personally, so 
the college created a basic needs 
survey.

“The results were startling. 
Thirty percent of our students 
reported experiencing a life-al-
tering impact as a result of 
COVID-19. They lost jobs, they 
were having trouble paying for 
rent, and they either planned to 
move in with others or to live 
somewhere where they didn’t 
feel safe.

GC survey finds most say 
no to REL name change  

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A survey about Goose Creek CISD 
facility name changes shows more 
than half of the community, staff, and 
students do not feel there is a need to 
change names.

The Goose Creek CISD’s Facilities 
Names Committee was formed to pos-
sibly change the names of certain facili-
ties after some board members said they 
were approached by students and com-
munity members saying they felt some 

school names were racist. One particu-
lar is Robert E. Lee High School. The 
general commanded Confederate forces 
in the Civil War, which fought to pre-
serve slavery.

Matt Bolinger, the district’s Execu-
tive Director of Strategic Planning and 
Innovation, said there were a little over 
2,300 participants. About 25% did not 
reside in the district’s boundary, while 
75% did.

Almost 700 staff members partici-
pate in the survey, and for high school 

Texas AG to GC: release 
committee names

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Goose Creek CISD lost a 
round with the Texas Attor-
ney General’s office when 
state officials said the dis-
trict could not withhold a 
list of committee names 
after a citizen requested 
them.

Alexandrea C. Burks, 
assistant attorney general 
with the Texas Opens Re-
cords Division, responded 
to Goose Creek district 

counselor Morgan Beam 
in a letter on Monday. 
The district requested that 
the AG’s office see if they 
could withhold the list of 
members on the Goose 
Creek CISD’s Facilities 
Names Committee. On 
Jan. 28, Brandon Terry, 
a Baytown citizen, made 
a public information re-
quest of the district, saying 
he wanted to obtain a list 
of committee members’  

The Goose Creek Memorial basketball team captured its first win in the area round of the playoffs in a 77-72 Region 
3 playoff win Thursday nighr over Houston Northside. Dariyus Woodson, right embraced by a teammate, hit six 
straight free throws down the stretch to ice the win. The Patriots will look to extend their history-making run when 
they square off against Crosby at 4 p.m. Saturday in Barnett Fieldhouse in Houston. See sports for more about 
GCM’s playoff success. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS
Texas reported 290 more deaths 

Friday from the new coronavi-
rus that causes COVID-19, but 
COVID-19 hospitalizations con-
tinue to plummet.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services said the state’s 
COVID-19 deaths now total 
42,575. The state’s confirmed and 
probable coronavirus cases rose 
by 7,332 to 2,629,136, an estimat-
ed 250,233 of which are active. 
Of those, 6,185 required hospital-
ization as of Thursday, the state’s 

most recent total made available. 
That was 794 fewer than Sunday 
and 539 fewer than Wednesday.

Over the past two weeks, the 
rolling average number of dai-
ly new cases in Texas has fallen 
by 4,179.6, a decrease of 36.7%, 
according to figures from Johns 
Hopkins University.

School report
Barbers Hill was the only lo-

cal school district to file a report 
with the Texas Department of 

Safety 
focus  
Oil and chemical 
plants restarting 
production lines

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Texas oil and chemical 
plants, including those in 
Baytown, are working to 
resume production after the 
record-breaking cold tem-
peratures and, for many, 
loss of power and water, 
brought oil and gas produc-
tion to a near standstill.

ExxonMobil spokesman 
Aaron Stryk said, “We have 
begun restart activities at 
our Baytown facilities. 
Timing, however, on when 
operations can resume to 
normal will largely depend 
on stable return of industri-
al gas supplies.

“Our primary focus con-
tinues to be the safety of 
employees, contractors and 
communities in the region,” 
he continued.

Stryk noted the process 
requires flares to burn off 
excess hydrocarbons.

Covestro spokeswoman 
Preslie Cox said, “Produc-
tion remains curtailed as 
site personnel are working 
with local utility providers 
to assess the impacts to pro-
duction and supply.”

She said the company 
has declared force majeure 
on a variety of its products 
across North America. 

“Covestro is working 
closely with its customers 
to fully determine the im-
pact on material supply and 
demand.”

Chevron Phillips spokes-
woman Heather Betan-
courth said the company 
does not discuss startup op-
erations.

Power 
struggle
Commissioners, 
county GOP at 
odds on lobbyists

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Upon the request of Rep. 
Mayes Middleton, the 
phones of the Chambers 
County Commissioners 
were lit up by constitu-
ents wanting to voice their 
opinion on county-funded 
lobbyists leading up to the 
bi-weekly meeting Tuesday 
morning. 

“It would have been nice 
to have the rest of the story 
out there,” County Judge 
Jimmy Sylvia said. 

When the line item came 
up, the commissioners had 
their own facts and more 
importantly, a majority to 
vote in favor of a resolution 
in opposition of SB234/
HB749 efforts to silence 
county officials. The reso-
lution carried by a 3-1 vote 

SEE COLLEGE • PAGE 7A

SEE SENATE • PAGE 7ASEE TREND • PAGE 3A

SEE LOBBY • PAGE 3A

SEE SURVEY • PAGE 7A SEE NAMES • PAGE 7A

GCM-Crosby showdown

VILLANUEVA

‘We were truly rebuilding the plane while trying to fly it’

BY RICHARD LEE
A week after a brutally cold winter 

storm left millions in the state without 
power and water for days, the Senate 
Business and Commerce Committee 
began the process of figuring out what 
happened and how to prevent it from 
happening again. By early morning on 
February 15th, nearly half of Texas’ 
generation capacity had been knocked 
out by the storm, and it wouldn’t re-
turn to previous levels until the 20th, 
according to data from the Electric  

State Senate 
investigating 
storm blackouts 

COVID ends week 
on downward slide
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