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Woman killed in Anahuac by feral hogs
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Medical examiners in Jefferson County 
confirmed Monday that a woman found 
dead in the front lawn of an elderly Ana-
huac couple’s home was killed by feral 
hogs. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said the autopsy on 59-year-old 
Christine Rollins of Liberty was complet-
ed by Dr. Selly Rivers of the Jefferson 
County Medical Examiners Office. 

“There were a lot of things related to 
the death that did not add up,” Hawthorne 
said. “There were some animal bites. But 
her death has now been ruled death due to 

feral hog assault. We sus-
pected that, but that was 
not something we could 
come close to announcing 
until we received word 
from the medical examin-
er’s office.”

Hawthorne said some-
one being killed by feral 
hogs is a rare occurrence. 

“Based on research, 
only six have been report-

ed in the nation,” Hawthorne said. “I am 
not sure about Texas, but I hope we never 
have another one in Chambers County.”

Hawthorne said the couple’s home 
where Rollins’ body was found is in the 

4000 block of Highway 61 in Anahuac. 
It sits on 10 to 12 acreage of pasture and 
woods.

“Feral hogs had taken over the land,” 
Hawthorne said.  

Hawthorne said Rollins’ death is clear-
ly an assault, but it was ruled an accident 
since it was animals involved and not hu-
mans. 

Hawthorne said Rollins appeared to 
have arrived at the home at her normal 
time Sunday morning, around 6 to 6:30 
a.m.

“It was still dark,” he said. “The hogs 
generally move at this time, and it looked 
like she was walking to the front door 
when she was attacked by the animals.” 

Although there were dogs around Rol-
lins’ body, Hawthorne feels they ran the 
hogs off and did not have any role in at-
tacking the woman. 

Hawthorne stressed the public be wary 
of feral hogs if they have to venture out in 
remote areas of the county. 

“The encounters are not that frequent, 
but please avoid them,” Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne said some hunt the hogs by 
using a helicopter. 

“The hog population is not any worse 
today than it has been within the last few 
years, but population not going down,” 
Hawthorne said. 

ROLLINS

BH bristles as college annexes MB land
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A mostly routine meeting of the Lee 
College Board of Regents included a new 
twist in the ongoing dispute between the 
Lee College District and Barbers Hill ISD 
when regents annexed about 36 acres of 
undeveloped property in the heart of Mont 
Belvieu, within the Barbers Hill school 
district.

The property was annexed under a lit-
tle-used provision in the Texas Education 
Code that allows a private property owner 
within a junior college’s service area, but 
outside of its district, to petition for an-
nexation.

Once annexed, the property is part of 
the college district. While the property is 
now an undeveloped agricultural field, the 

annexation means that anyone who builds 
on the land will be subject to Lee College 
District taxes, and if homes are built on 
the site, residents will be eligible to attend 
the college at in-district tuition rates and 
vote in college elections.

The property fronts on the south side of 
FM 565 not far west of the Mont Belvieu 
City Hall.

Texas community colleges such as Lee 
are supported partially by the state and 
partially by local taxpayers. Before now, 
the Lee College District has included only 
property within the same boundaries as 
Goose Creek CISD; property within that 
area is taxed by the district to support the 
college. Residents of the district, who pay 
taxes to the college, pay a lower in-district 
tuition rate and elect the Board of Regents.

Beyond the district, though, each com-
munity college has a service area assigned 
to it by the state in which it provides com-
munity college services, including ad-
ministering dual-credit programs in high 
schools. 

Lee also has a center in south Liberty 
County where it teaches some classes. That 
facility is provided to the college by local 
and foundation support while the college 
provides the educational programs for stu-
dents. The college is not allowed to own or 
build facilities outside its own district.

In recent sessions of the Texas Legis-
lature, Barbers Hill ISD has tried to get 
changes in state law, first attempting to 
form its own junior college (which is al-
lowed for larger districts) and then to be 
allowed to have the Lone Star College Dis-

trict annex it. The legislature has not ap-
proved those efforts.

Mark Hall, chairman of the Lee College 
Board of Regents, said expanding services 
into the growing areas of west Chambers 
and Liberty counties is necessary both for 
meeting the college’s legal obligations and 
for its long-term growth.

After the regents meeting, Hall provided 
this statement:

“With the explosive population growth 
in southeast Texas for the next 25 to 50 
years, Lee College is planning and prepar-
ing for the future. This annexation is just 
the first step of a larger plan to expand our 
district and our services to the surround-
ing communities in our service area to 
meet community college education needs. 

Barbers Hill running back Cohn Betz tears off a big gain during the Eagles area round playoff matchup with Whitehouse 
at NRG Stadium Friday night. The Eagles won 47-24 and advance to the regional semifinal round. (Photo by Valerie Hull)

Eagles find their mojo
BH defense steps 
up, keys pivotal 
second half run

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Standing inside a venue that has 
hosted Super Bowls and Big 12 
championships, Barbers Hill could 
stand, look around and know the 
moment was not too big.

Keyed by a power running game 
and relentless defensive effort, the 

Eagles broke a close game wide 
open and advanced to the region-
al semifinals in a 47-24 win over 
Whitehouse Friday night at NRG 
Stadium. 

Barbers Hill will now face Man-
vel at noon Friday in a return to 
NRG Stadium. 

The game will be a rematch from 
last season’s bi-district playoffs. The 
Mavericks broke out in the third 
quarter and turned a 28-28 halftime 
score into a 62-42 win. 

In the Whitehouse win, quar-
terback Christian Kaopua ripped 
off 136 yards and two touchdowns 
on 15 carries and passed for 156 

yards to lead the way. It was more 
than enough help for a defense that 
racked up four sacks and forced 
three turnovers in the second half. 

“I thought our kids did a good job, 
I thought we played great defense in 
the second half,” Barbers Hill head 
coach Tom Westerberg said. 

“We made a few adjustments at 
halftime and the kids did a good job, 
the defensive front just turned it up.”

It was anyone’s game early in the 
third quarter after Skyler Trevino 
caught a 6-yard pass from Kaden 
Casey to pull the Wildcats even at 
24-24. Whitehouse’s high point  
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The public is invited 
to a hearing where Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion officials are presenting 
proposed improvements on 
Highway 146. 

An open house will start 
at 5 p.m. with the public 
hearing following at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 5 in the “new” Mc-
Leod Community Build-
ing, 10717 Langston Drive, 
Mont Belvieu.    

During the open house 
portion of the event, the 
public can view displays 
covering the proposed 
improvements. Once the 
public hearing begins, Tx-
DOT officials will provide 
a formal presentation along 
with a comment period af-
terward. The purpose of 
the hearing is to present 
the planned improvements 
and to receive public com-
ments on the proposed 
project. Comments must be 
received on or before Dec. 
20 to be a part of the offi-
cial hearing record.

The Highway 146 road-
way extends from I-10 
south to FM 1405 in a 
north-south, four-lane 
fashion with a two-way 
continuous left turn lane 
and open ditch drainage in 
western Chambers County. 
The highway crosses the 
eastern area of Baytown 
and the southern area of 
Mont Belvieu. It also con-

sists of two 12-foot wide 
travel lanes with an eight-
foot-wide shoulder in each 
direction, separated by a 
16-foot wide two-way cen-
ter turn lane.

The proposed project 
will enhance safety by 
implementing access man-
agement improvements 
as identified in the March 
2018 SH 146 Subregion-
al Plan conducted by the 
Houston-Galveston Area 
Council. HGAC is the 
metropolitan planning or-
ganization charged with 
developing transportation 
plans and programs for the 
eight-county Houston Gal-
veston Regional Transpor-
tation Study area, which 
includes Chambers Coun-
ty.

The proposed project in-
volves:

• Building a raised medi-
an to replace the two-way 
center turn lane, improv-
ing safety by reducing the 
number of conflict points 
and accidents

• Consolidating the num-
ber of median openings 
and restricting certain turn-
ing movements at traffic 
signals

• Adding “Michigan 
U-turns” at designated ar-
eas between the signalized 
intersections. This means 
left turns at these areas are 
not allowed. Instead, to 
turn left, you must drive 
straight or turn right, then 

Highway 146 
hearing in MB 
on Dec. 5
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