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He saved us, not because 
of works done by us 
in righteousness, but 
according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal 
of the Holy Spirit...”

~ Titus 3:5
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FATHER OF RSS BASKETBALL REMEMBERED FONDLY SPORTS

Above: A Black History Month display featuring Black authors inside the 
library at Barbers Hill High School. 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. Greg Poole says high 
school staff received continual 
complaints from the first day post-
ers of Vice President Kamala Har-
ris and former First Lady Michelle 
Obama were put up by the Barbers 
Hill High School student council 
for Black History Month.

The posters were removed last 
Friday. 

In the letter to parents, the su-
perintendent wrote that the posters 
were replaced with “more posi-
tive, unifying messages.” 

Harris is the nation’s first fe-
male, Black and South Asian vice 
president. Obama was first Black 
First Lady of the United States.

The poster of Kamala Harris in-
cluded: “Our Unity is our strength 
& our diversity is our power. We 

reject the myth of us 
vs. them. We are in 
this together.” 

The poster featur-
ing former First Lady 
Michelle Obama 
said: “Don’t be 
afraid. Be focused. 
Be determined. Be 

hopeful. Be empowered. When 
they go low, we go high.”

Poole said another Black Histo-
ry Month poster was also removed 
because of “sexually explicit lan-
guage taken from a rap song.”

In Poole’s letter to parents, he 
criticized media coverage of the 
school’s action.

“It has become painfully clear 
that the media is biased and seek-
ing to sensationalize in order to 
further their agenda,” Poole said. 

“We have scores of posters 
placed throughout the building 
in celebration of Black History 
Month, but the posters in question 
had campaign rhetoric intended to 
galvanize a political party’s base,” 

NRG Stadium one of 
state’s mega-vaccine sites

“... the posters in question (above) had 
campaign rhetoric intended to galvanize 
a political party’s base,” said Dr. Greg 
Poole, Barbers Hill superintendent, 
about the removal of the posters of Mi-
chele Obama and Vice President Kama-
la Harris from Barbers Hill High School.

BH Supt: Removal of 
posters 100% not racist

POOLE

‘The media seeking to 
sensationalize in order 
to further their agenda’

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County Commissioners Court 
approved a resolution Tuesday asking for 
a  lake on Cedar Bayou in Baytown to 
have its name changed from the current 
“Negrohead Lake.”

The Texas Legislature passed a bill in 
1991 to change the name of 19 geographic 
features in the state that had the word “ne-
gro” in the name, will all recommended 
changes being references to the history of 
black Texas residents.

All but one of the re-
quests, though, were de-
nied by the federal U.S. 
Board on Geographic 
Names, which has final say 
on geographical names in 
the country. 

One of the reasons giv-
en for the denial was that 

the state’s action lacked evidence of local 
support.

Tuesday’s resolution by county com-
missioners was intended to provide ev-
idence of local support, according to its 

sponsor, Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian 
Garcia.

The resolution went further, saying, 
“Furthermore, this Court declares its full 
support for both Federal and State legis-
lation that aggressively accelerates and 
simplifies the process for changing the in-
disputably offensive names of geographic 
landmarks, including more than two doz-
en landmarks in Texas, and more than 600 
landmarks nationwide still names using 
the term “Negro”, and as a Court we will 
work towards supporting the elimination 
of racist names given to landmarks and 

geographic features.”
While the county resolution noted that 

the 1991 legislation recommended chang-

ing the name of the lake to “Lake Henry 
Doyle,” in honor of the first graduate of 
the state’s first law school for black stu-

dents, it did not explicitly recommend a 
new name for the lake. 

The Baytown City Council will consid-

er its own resolution Thursday in support 

of a name change for the body of water. 

It does not recommend a particular new 
name.

SEE POSTERS • PAGE 1O

County votes to support lake name change

GARCIA

Chambers Co. adjusts 
vaccination efforts

BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

There was no magical for-
mula for disbursement of the 
COVID-19 vaccines leaving 
counties throughout the state and 
nation to develop a system that 
worked. 

Chambers County officials re-
ported progress has been made 

in recent weeks as it has adjust-

ed to the needs of its citizens. 

During a County Commissioner 

meeting Tuesday, County Judge 

Jimmy Sylvia said everything is 

being done to get everyone in 

the county vaccinated. Chambers 

County Health Services Director 

Marr Beth Bess and Emergency 

SEE VACCINE • PAGE 10

Regional hub has served over 6,000 peopleSTAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Three mega sites to administer 
the coronavirus vaccine will be 
set up later this month at stadiums 
and a fairgrounds site in Houston 
and the Dallas area, federal and 
state officials announced Wednes-
day.

In Houston, the vaccination site 
will be at NRG Stadium, where 
the NFL’s Texans play. In Dallas, 
it will be set up at Fair Park, home 
to the Texas State Fair. In Arling-

ton, officials will set up a site 
at AT&T Stadium, home of the 
Dallas Cowboys. Last week, the 
NFL told the federal government 
it would make all of its stadiums 
available as COVID-19 vaccina-
tion sites.

The three sites, which are being 
set up by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in coopera-
tion with local and state officials, 

SEE NRG • PAGE 10

SEE SURVEY • PAGE 10

SEE SIGNS • PAGE 10
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

If you want to have your 
say about the names of 
facilities in Goose Creek 
CISD, there is still time. 

The district formed the 
Goose Creek CISD’s Facil-
ities Names Committee to 
look into school names and 
district facilities. Officials 
are asking for feedback 
from the community and 
have created the nine-ques-
tion electronic survey at 
www.gccisd.net. 

The survey asks if you 
live in the district, if you 
are an employee, and if 
you feel there is a need to 
change one or more of the 
district’s facilities. The sur-
vey also inquires what your 
reasons are for changing, 
or not changing, a facility 
name. 

The survey will remain 
available through 9 a.m. 
Feb. 15, to allow those that 
are submitting hard copies 
of the survey to the district 
office time to fill it out. 

Matt Bolinger, the dis-
trict’s Executive Director 
of Strategic Planning and 
Innovation, has said the 
survey is for citizens, staff 
and high school students. 
The committee plans to 
take the input, review it, 
and discuss specific facil-
ities in more depth. They 
will determine which facil-
ities will be recommended 
for renaming if any. The 
committee will provide this 
information to the Goose 
Creek board at the end of 
February. The final report is 
to be made public, Bolinger 
has stated. 

Committee members 
have met four times since 
November. A fifth meet-
ing is planned for Tuesday, 
Bolinger said. 

During the Feb. 2 meet-
ing, the committee went 
over Team Agreements. 
This included honoring the 

GC survey open 
through Monday

Pointing 
the way

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Old River-Winfree coun-
cil has approved some en-
trance signs for the city. 

City Secretary Linda 
Murphy said they have 
some signs, but the design 
has yet to be approved. 

“But we are trying to find 
locations,” Murphy said. 

One location that has 
permitted a welcome sign 
is Old River-Winfree As-
sembly of God at 40 Coun-
ty Road, 401. Murphy said 
Councilmember Pam Mc-
Call announced the church 
was willing to allow the 
sign on its property. 

“We were told they gave 
permission for us to put a 
welcome sign there,” Mur-
phy said. “(Councilwoman) 
McCall said we could place 
a ‘Welcome to Old Riv-
er-Winfree sign there. The 
city has permission to put 
signs there at the church.”

The church is a perfect 
place for a welcome sign 
since it is where the city 
boundary begins, according 
to Murphy. 

Old River-Winfree 
council approves 
new signs  
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