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ExxonMobil Baytown Olefins Plant Mechanical Department 
Head Patti O’Neill presents a $20,000 check to Love Network 
of Baytown Executive Director Gladys Pryor for Love Net-
work’s new Women Work Program.

Almost 3 million women in the U.S. have left the work-
force since the start of the pandemic, according to recent 
data. The virus has undoubtedly played a role in this mass 
departure, but many women in the Baytown area are now 
looking to re-enter the workforce and may need assistance 
doing so. ExxonMobil is partnering with the Love Network 
of Baytown to close this gap with the start of the Women 
Work program.

To kick off this effort, ExxonMobil Baytown Area do-
nated $20,000 to the Women Work program. The initiative 
will help underserved and underemployed women in the 
Baytown and Mont Belvieu area get back into the work-
force, supplying work-readiness training and clothing for 
the first week of work. Once the program begins, Exxon-
Mobil employees will volunteer with resume building and 
interview skill workshops in addition to holding clothing 
drives throughout the year to support the initiative.

“The donation to our Women Work program from Exx-
onMobil will help support local women in the workforce. 
Whether they are just joining, making a beneficial move or 
rejoining the workforce after time away, Women Work is 
here to support women looking to become financially inde-
pendent,” said Love Network of Baytown Executive Direc-
tor Gladys Pryor. “ExxonMobil’s donation will ensure that 
women get the support they need to reach their goals and 
become financially stable.” 

Baytown Olefins Plant Mechanical Department Head 
Patti O’Neill presented the check to Pryor on behalf of Exx-
onMobil as she is a member of Love Network’s board of 
directors.  

Past ExxonMobil efforts to support the program include 
a $5,000 donation to support four resume-building and in-
terview workshops in 2022. ExxonMobil Baytown Area 
employees donated clothing, including plant garments and 
professional clothing and many have volunteered to work 
on building improvements for the new location as part of 
the 2021 Day of Caring activities.

ExxonMobil Baytown 
Area donates $20K to 
Women Work program
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Two Dayton residents were arrested by Mont Belvieu 
police officers investigating the theft of two pickup 
trucks stolen from an industrial company in the 10000 
block of Highway 146.

Mont Belvieu Police Chief Jimmy Ellison said the 
company was able to provide tracking data for one.

That allowed a state trooper to locate the truck driv-
ing on FM 563. Troopers and Chambers County sher-
iff’s deputies pursued the unit west on Interstate 10.

Baytown police contacted by Chambers County set 
up with spikes at North Main Street, but the fleeing 
driver exited at the U-turn in front of Chevron Phillips 
and crashed. 

Ellison said the driver, 54-year-old Frank Mottolo of 
Dayton was treated at a hospital for his injuries then 
arrested by Mont Belvieu police. Mottolo was charged 
with unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. 

Later, Mont Belvieu police recovered the other stolen 
pickup about 10 p.m. at a business on FM 1942. Kassey 
Lynn Jordan was charged with unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle and possession of a controlled substance.

MBPD: Dayton duo 
charged in truck thefts

Members of the Shane Detwiler Foundation 
donated a Belgian Malinois named Stark to 
the Chambers County Sheriff’s Office. From 
left are Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, Cheryl 
Railsback, County Judge Jimmy Sylvia, 
Deputy Betar and Stark.

CCSO welcomes donation of new K9
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Chambers County Sher-
iff’s Office has a new K9 deputy. 
Stark, an 18-month-old Belgian 
Malinois, was donated to the 
Chambers County Sheriff’s Of-
fice by the Shane Detwiler Foun-
dation. 

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Detwiler Foundation, the CCSO 
now has four dogs - two narcot-
ics dogs, and two patrol dogs. 

Chambers County Sheriff Bri-
an Hawthorne spoke to Commis-
sioners Court about the donation. 

“I want you to obviously re-
alize how important the Detwil-
ers are to the Chambers County 
Sheriff’s Office,” Hawthorne 
said. “And once again, they have 
come through with something 
that I would not normally come 

and ask for the money it would 
take to produce this kind of dog.”

Hawthorne thanked Cher-
yl and Mike Railsback and the 
foundation’s board of directors 
for producing Stark. 

“We have already used him 
quite a bit, and he has been suc-
cessful on some manhunts,” 
Hawthorne said. “I like him a 
lot. We picked up because we 
knew he was going to be human 
friendly.” 

The foundation is named af-
ter Shane Thomas Detwiler, a 
Chambers County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty who was killed in July 2009 
while searching a mobile home 
after responding to the scene of 
a shooting. To find out the latest 
on the Foundation, visit its Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/shanedetwilerfoundation.

Why do there have to be so many 
weeds in the world? I mean, really. 
When you’re a rancher, you don’t 
just randomly send your cattle out 
into a pasture. Depending on where 
you live, you may have to ride it first, 
looking carefully to make sure there 
are no poisonous plants growing out 
there. The most innocent looking 
weed, under the wrong conditions, 
can wreak havoc with a herd.

Which is funny, in a way. You see 
these massive animals and they look 
like nothing should be able to hurt 
them. As they stand there, staring 
at you, they appear invincible. But 
they’re not. Nibbling on the right 
(wrong) poisonous plant can drop 
them in short order. The same holds 
true in your home. If you have pets 
and love plants, you learn quickly 
that there are certain plants, weeds or 
not, that you must keep away from 
your four-footed friends. You have to 
watch out for those things and guard 

your animals’ health.
Bitterness is much like a weed; it 

takes root quickly, spreads with aban-
don, and is always poisonous! When 
we let bitterness get firmly rooted 
in our lives, when we’re not on the 
lookout for evidence of its presence 
and miss its appearing, it sours our 
stomachs and poisons us just as sure-
ly as some plants poison our cattle or 
pets. It may not kill us physically, but 
it definitely affects us physically, and 
it can destroy a man spiritually along 
with his relationships and a lot more.

I’ve said for years that “bitter nev-
er gets better.” Bitterness tends to 
be invasive and as fast growing as 
the worst plant out there. It holds on 
with fierce determination – especial-
ly when you choose to hold onto it. 
Like the weeds in the pasture, it must 
be completely destroyed if one is to 
truly flourish as a Christian. It must 
be pulled up by the roots and burned 
up by the Holy Spirit.

This is one of the 
advantages we have 
when the Holy Spir-
it is our helper. The 
Spirit alerts us to the 
problems, and then 
helps us deal with 
them. When we 
truly submit to the 
work the Holy Spir-
it wants to do in us, 
we are empowered 
to get in there and 
dig that bitterness 
out by the root, 

planting good seed in its place so that 
the pasture of our spirit becomes fer-
tile again, green and a blessing to us 
in spirit, soul, and body.

So I urge you, stay sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit, leaning on and submit-
ting to that special gift that we have 
the honor and privilege of receiv-
ing every day. Watch for poisonous 
plants like bitterness, envy, strife…
and yank those suckers up before 
they can do you any more harm.

Watch for the poison!
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The many construction sites dot-
ting Mont Belvieu should look a lit-
tle neater after city council passed 
an ordinance Monday requiring 
dumpsters at all construction sites 
so that construction debris is con-
tained and not left to accumulate or 
blow onto neighboring properties.

The ordinance allows two adja-
cent sites to share one trash bin.

The same ordinance was already 
passed by council but contained 
errors that required the council to 
pass a corrected version this week.

EMS contract approved
The Mont Belvieu City Coun-

cil approved continuing its annual 
contract with Chambers County to 

provide EMS response to some ar-
eas outside the city limits.

The county provides funds under 
the contract for the city to provide 
ambulance service to the City of 
Old River-Winfree and unincorpo-
rated areas near Mont Belvieu.

Budget amendments
Mont Belvieu council members 

approved two amendments to the 
budget that allowed spending gen-
eral revenue money on items that 
had been planned for funding by 
other sources.

One amendment allowed spend-
ing $310,000 from the community 

development budget on staff posi-
tions that would have been reim-
bursed from bond funds.

The other provided $1.8 million 
for capital projects and $2.7 million 
for golf course renovations.

Both transfers used high-
er-than-expected general fund rev-
enue to support capital projects, de-
laying the need for a bond election.

Charter review
All seven members of Council 

said they would like to serve on the 
10-member Charter Review Com-
mittee, which will begin a six-year 
review of the city charter to deter-
mine if changes or updates need to 
be made.

Council OKs dumpsters-at-all-MB-construction-sites provision
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The woman whose body was found in Cedar Bayou 
Dec. 29 was identified as 25-year-old Mareisha Dock-
ery, who had been reported missing in southwest Hous-
ton Dec. 26, according to Chambers County Sheriff 
Brian Hawthorne.

A body floating in the bayou near the 2200 block of 
Elton Street in Baytown was reported to Baytown po-
lice, who contacted the Sheriff’s Office.

Hawthorne said the Chambers County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Marine Unit and the Baytown Dive Team recov-
ered the victim.

He said the woman had been in the body several 
days, possibly as long as a week.

The autopsy did not determine the cause of death, he 
said, but drowning was not ruled out. There had been 

damage that appeared to be from a boat 
propeller, he said, but it was not clear if 
that happened at the time of death or lat-
er.

A documented tattoo and partial finger-
prints allowed investigators to determine 
that Dockery was the victim, he said.

She was reported as a missing person 
to the Houston Police Department Dec. 26, he said. 
She was last known to be in contact with other people 
on Dec. 18, near the area of Interstate 69 and the Sam 
Houston Tollway in southwest Houston.

Dockery’s death is being investigated as a possible 
homicide, Hawthorne said.

Anyone with information about her death is encour-
aged to call the Chambers County Sheriff’s Office at 
409-267-2500 or Chambers County Crime Stoppers at 
844-860-8477.

Sheriff seeks info on woman’s 
body found in Cedar Bayou
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