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More than 45 residents in 
Chambers County have filed a 
lawsuit against the State of Tex-
as, alleging the design of a local 
highway has caused repeated 
flooding of thousands of acres of 
property, including their homes 
and businesses.  

According to the lawsuit, 
which was filed in District Court 
in Chambers County, the state’s 
decision to install a solid con-
crete traffic barrier across the 
highway’s median causes flood-
ing on properties along the north 
side of Interstate 10. While the 

lawsuit recognizes the median 
protects driver safety, the plain-
tiffs point out Texas transporta-
tion engineers elected to use a 
type of barrier that retains water 
upstream rather than letting the 
water flow downstream.  

Daniel Charest of Burns Cha-
rest LLP, attorney for the proper-
ty owners, said the state “know-
ingly and intentionally” put a 
dam in the middle of a highway 
that runs across natural water-
courses.

“By design, the properties on 
the north side of I-10 are sacri-
ficed, so a portion of highway 
on the south side could remain 
open. While the structure serves 

public purposes, like maintain-
ing access and enhancing public 
safety, both the state and federal 
constitutions preclude the state 
from forcing a few individuals 
to bear the burden of providing 
those public benefits without just 
compensation,” Charest said.

Charest said the flooding hap-
pened during both Hurricane 
Harvey and Tropical Storm 
Imelda.

“The changes to the highway 
were done prior to Harvey,” Cha-
rest said. “We are talking about 
houses that had been in families 
for generations, and they had 
never flooded before. After the 
highway was built, they flood-

ed in Harvey and had the exact 
same water line in Imelda. The 
water line it flooded to was to the 
height of the medium where the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion held the water back. It flood-
ed homes, farms, ranchers lost 
cattle, people lost possessions 
in homes and lost crops. Every-
one that has property there was 
affected in one way or another.”

Charest added it is a multi-mil-
lion-dollar case.

“We just filed the petition 
(Tuesday), so it has just begun,” 
he said. “The I-10 highway has 
been there for quite a while. The 
most recent development by Tx-
DOT has increased the height of 

the highway, added a solid barri-
er and made the median higher. 
Between the two, it eliminated 
the ability in conditions of high 
rain for the water to pass from 
north to south across the high-
way. It turns the highway into a 
dam that retains the water on the 
north side.”

Richie Devillier of Winnie, 
who owns 900 acres of land af-
fected by the floods, is one of the 
cases’ leading plaintiffs. 

“As a result of the storms, Har-
vey and Imelda, we have out of 
our home longer than we have 
been in our home for the last 

Clockwise, from above: Barbers Hill High School celebrated the Class of 2020 with graduation ceremonies May 29 at Eagle Stadium. Se-
niors and staff members had their temperatures taken prior to the ceremony, and social distancing was regulated throughout. Though a 
number of traditional parts of the ceremony had to be altered or deleted, students and families expressed gratitude for the opportunity 
to celebrate the culmination of 13 years of hard work. Attendance was limited to four persons per student, to permit social distancing in 
the stadium. Some families and friends found other ways to celebrate their senior, such as that of Dalexa Lemus, whose extended family 
tailgated just outside stadium fences so they could cheer her on. Principal Rick Kana congratulates senior Aedan Sherman on his way to 
receiving his diploma. Kana was one of the few staff who were able to shake hands with seniors during graduation ceremonies. Each staff 
and board member who would contact students tested and received negative results for COVID-19 prior to the ceremony.
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A lawsuit has been filed on Barbers Hill 
ISD by the parents of two of the district’s 
former students, who were suspended for 
refusing to cut their hair, claiming the 
dress code policy is “discriminatory.”

Sandy Arnold, the mother of 18-year-old 
DeAndre Arnold, and Cindy Bradford, the 
mother of 16-year-old Kaden Bradford, 
filed the lawsuit May 22 in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Houston. The suit, filed on 
behalf of their sons, is against the district, 
the board and Dr. Greg Poole, the district’s 
superintendent. The principal of Barbers 

Hill High School, Rick Kana, and assis-
tant principals were also named defen-
dants. The two teens attended the school 
and were told their hair was out of district 
regulation and needed to cut it. Both re-
fused. Arnold was told he had to cut what 
he calls “locs” or become an in-suspension 
student, or even put into an alternative 
school, and then he would not be allowed 
to walk across the stage at his graduation. 

While the district does allow “dread-
locks” in its policy, there is no provision 
allowing “any action that circumvents 
or violates the provision regarding hair 
length.”

Barbers Hill ISD officials declined to 

comment on the case.
The suit states the two teens were racial-

ly discriminated against for their race and 
gender, and the hair policy infringes upon 
their constitutional rights. The NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund is 
representing the teens. The Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer and Feld howbeit pro bono. 
A grievance process is occurring, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic has delayed it. 

DeAndre Arnold and his parents have 
stated he has grown out since the sev-
enth grade. It was not until January of this 
year that trouble began when he was told 
his hair was too long. Since that time, the 
young man has garnered the attention of 
people like Ellen DeGeneres, who invited 
him to her show. While on the show, singer 
Alicia Keys presented him with a $20,000 

check to use toward his dreams of becom-
ing a veterinarian. The funds were courte-
sy of the photography company Shutterfly. 
In addition, DeAndre was invited to attend 
the 92nd Academy Awards with Matthew 
A. Cherry, whose animated short film, 
“Hair Love,” was up for Best Animated 
Short Film. The short movie won the Os-
car.  

Kaden Bradford, DeAndre’s cousin, was 
also told to cut his locs or face suspension.  
He was a 10th grader at the school. Both 
Kaden and DeAndre left the district and 
went to Goose Creek CISD. 

The parents of the teens are seeking an 
unnamed amount of money and attorney 
fees. They are also seeking a change in 
the school district’s dress and grooming 
policy. 

Families of former Barbers Hill students suing district
Legal action targets ‘discriminatory’ hair policy

Winnie-area families sue state over I-10 median
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At 11:48 a.m. Tuesday, 
Mont Belvieu 911 dispatch-
ers received a call from Old 
River-Winfree Volunteer 
Fire Department to assist 
with a two-vehicle accident 
on FM 565 at River Oaks 
Drive, where one of the ve-
hicles was on fire.

The Mont Belvieu Fire 
Department responded with 
Engines 1 and 2, District 1, 
Booster 1, and Medic 1. 
MBFD crews met ORW 
VFD Engine 61 and Dis-
trict 61 that were already 
on scene and found one ve-
hicle, a pick-up truck, fully 
involved. Concerns arose 
about the whereabouts of 
the driver of the pickup 
truck as both Mont Belvieu 
and Old River-Winfree fire-
fighters fought the vehicle 
blaze. The body of the pick-
up’s driver was discovered 
in the cab once the flames 
were extinguished.

Initial indicators show 
that the pickup truck was 
northbound on FM 565 
when it clipped the front 
driver’s side corner of a 
modular building that was 
being moved as an over-
sized load southbound on 
FM 565 just as it passed the 
intersection at River Oaks 
Drive. The impact caused 
heavy damage to the pick-
up truck where it skidded 
sideways and burst into 
flames. The driver of the 
truck hauling the oversized 
load wasn’t injured in the 
crash.

The Chambers Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office will be 

1 killed in 
truck fire 
on 565


