
Thursday, February 18, 2021

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

CRCU.org/FirstHome

•  Free 45 day Rate Lock*
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on job required of 1 year plus. Real estate promotions cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and 
income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to 
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Anahuac gets 150th ‘Film Friendly Texas’ designation

Chambers County adjusts vaccination efforts
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

There was no magical for-
mula for disbursement of the 
COVID-19 vaccines leaving 
counties throughout the state and 
nation to develop a system that 
worked. 

Chambers County officials re-
ported progress has been made 
in recent weeks as it has adjust-
ed to the needs of its citizens. 
During a County Commissioner 
meeting Tuesday, County Judge 
Jimmy Sylvia said everything 
is being done to get everyone in 
the county vaccinated. Chambers 
County Health Services Director 
Marr Beth Bess and Emergency 
Services Director Ryan Holzaep-
fel explained what Sylvia meant. 
Overall, the state is vaccinated 
at 10% while the county is per-
forming at a higher level at 14%.

Updated statistics provided 
by Bess showed the county had 

reported 4,015 cases and is av-
eraging about 20 new cases a 
day. The hospitalization rate is 
15 to 16%, which is down a little 
bit. Bess said she is not certain 
whether the county has had a day 
under 15%. 

“COVID is still rampant in our 
county,” she said. 

As new variants of the vi-
rus have begun to appear in the 
Houston-area, the effort to vac-
cinate county residents has be-
come even more significant. To 
ensure it has better access to the 
vaccine, the county opted to be-
come a vaccine hub serving both 
county and regional residents. 

 “Anyone can come through 
our hub and register to be vac-
cinated,” she said. “We have to 
weigh getting very little vaccines 
into our county to vaccinate our 
residents or becoming a hub and 
getting more vaccines weekly.”

There has been a great re-
sponse for the vaccine.  The 

county has developed a waiting 
list that at times has crashed the 
website and crashed the phones. 

“I think what we have learned 
is we can have a waiting list, 
that we can pull names and send 
a message,” Bess said. “We en-
courage everyone to get on the 
waiting list. A lot of county resi-
dents do get vaccinated.”

There were currently 6,000 
people on the waiting list and 
roughly a third of that number 
are county residents Holzaepfel 
said.

Through Chambers County 
Public Health, a total of 5,800 
doses of the vaccine have been 
received Bess said. Of those, 
3,200 residents have received a 
first dose and 169 people have 
received their second dose. 
There are currently 2300 doses 
the county has on-hand. In the 
county as a whole with its other 
vaccination partners, almost 

The county receives an allot-

ment of 1,200 doses each week 
and the county is still working 
to catch-up. It has set up a goal 
of vaccinating 1,200 people 
each week and has worked with 
the 1A group of 65 and older, 
which is adversely affected by 
the COVID-19 while starting to 
vaccinate 1B, those with health 
conditions. 

The county as a whole with its 
vaccination partners has vacci-
nated almost 6,300 people. It is 
actively focusing on the hard-
est-hit zip codes through GIS. It 
is also partnering with EMS to 
locate homebound residents. 

The vaccination effort does not 
take long. Referring to the set-up 
as a ‘Chick-fil-A’ model, Holz-
aepfel said the fastest time for a 
vaccination is six minutes while 
the longest has been 15 minutes. 
The effort has been an all hands 
aboard event with other county 
departments pitching in. 

One problem the county has 

had is people booking multiple 
sites for vaccinations and not 
showing up. 

“There were 40 the other day 
and it is not unique to Chambers 
County,” he said. “

To help work with the residents 
of Chambers County, particularly 
the senior citizens, a phone bank 
has been set up to help those not 
as tech-savvy as others.

“They have more questions 
and we realized that was a prob-
lem,” Holzaepfel said

Commissioner Jimmy Gore 
said he has had calls regarding 
the new Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine. It is still going through 
the approval process and not 
available to the public yet Bess 
said.

“We don’t get to choose the 
vaccine we use, the state choos-
es for us,” she said. “All we have 
gotten is the Moderna vaccine 
and that seems to be all they are 
sending to the rural counties.”

Pointing 
the way

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Old River-Winfree coun-
cil has approved some en-
trance signs for the city. 

City Secretary Linda 
Murphy said they have 
some signs, but the design 
has yet to be approved. 

“But we are trying to find 
locations,” Murphy said. 

One location that has 
permitted a welcome sign 
is Old River-Winfree As-
sembly of God at 40 Coun-
ty Road, 401. Murphy said 
Councilmember Pam Mc-
Call announced the church 
was willing to allow the 
sign on its property. 

“We were told they gave 
permission for us to put a 
welcome sign there,” Mur-
phy said. 

“(Councilwoman) Mc-
Call said we could place 
a ‘Welcome to Old Riv-
er-Winfree sign there. The 
city has permission to put 
signs there at the church.”

The church is a perfect 
place for a welcome sign 
since it is where the city 
boundary begins, according 
to Murphy. 

Murphy said they are still 
awaiting the final design of 
the sign. 

“We still need to get 
specs to them,” she said.

Murphy said the city has 
permission to put a wel-
come sign at the Estates at 
Eagle Landing subdivision. 

The council also ap-
proved a proclamation to 
honor the Blinded Veterans 
Association for its 76th an-
niversary on March 28. 

With mosquito season 
fast approaching, Old Riv-
er-Winfree council took ac-
tion to approve using aerial 
methods to spray within 
city limits. 

Murphy said the spray 
application will start when 
mosquito season starts to 
get bad, usually around 
springtime.  

Old River-Winfree 
council approves 
new signs  
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Gov. Greg Abbott has an-
nounced that the City of Anahuac, 
having completed the multi-step 
training and certification process, 
has been designated the 150th 
Film Friendly Texas community 
by the Texas Film Commission.

“With our focus on unleashing 
the Lone Star State’s economic 
might, I am committed to working 
alongside all of our communities 
to ensure they have the knowl-
edge and tools needed to succeed. 
Through the Film Friendly Texas 
training and certification process, 
communities large and small are 
readied to help match local busi-

nesses with production-related 
needs, creating jobs for Tex-
as-based crew members and local 
residents, as well as spurring on-
site spending at local small busi-
nesses,” Abbott said.

“With so much to offer, film-
makers, producers and vendors 
are all about to find out about 
the City of Anahuac,” state Sen. 
Brandon Creighton said.  “The 
city is ready to support projects 
large and small with a ready and 
capable community who is ready 
to get to work. Congratulations to 
Mayor Charlie Henry and all city 
leadership for making this hap-
pen.” 

“Congratulations to the City of 

Anahuac. Anahuac is rich in his-
tory, playing a critical role as the 
cradle of the Texas Revolution. 
I’m excited to see our community, 
its history, and our Texas values 
play a greater role in the Texas 
film industry,” state Rep. Mayes 
Middleton said.

“The City of Anahuac has been 
lucky enough to have several me-
dia productions over the past few 
years, and I hope that achieving 
this certification will encourage 
even more production companies 
to come visit our wonderful little 
town,” said Chambers County Di-
rector of Economic Development 
& Grant Management Samantha 
Humphrey.

Anahuac is now one of 150 

Film Friendly Texas communi-

ties that receive ongoing training 

and guidance from the Texas Film 

Commission on media indus-

try standards, best practices, and 

how to effectively accommodate 

on-location filming activity in 
their community.

The Texas Film Commission in 

the Office of the Governor’s Eco-

nomic Development and Tourism 

Division has attracted $1.66 bil-

lion in local spending and creat-

ed more than 157,000 production 

jobs across the state from 2007 to 

2020.

The Barbers Hill Insanity were recognized at the City of Mont Belvieu city council meeting. The day, Feb. 8 was de-
clared Barbers Hill Insanity day by Mayor Nick Dixon and the council. The Insanity won the U12 South Texas Division 
II championship.

Mont Belvieu city council honors 
state U12 soccer champions

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The Barbers Hill Insanity made 
the town of Mont Belvieu go a little 
crazy with positivity as it brought 
home a state soccer championship 
to the city.

In honor of that, Mont Belvieu 
mayor Nick Dixon and the city 
council honored the Insanity on 

Monday at its regular meeting by 
naming Feb. 8 as Barbers Hill In-
sanity Day.

The Insanity won the Bay Area 
Youth Soccer Association champi-
onship to qualify for the U12 South 
Texas Youth Soccer Association 
Division II tournament.

There, the Insanity dominated 
play in route to the title which it 
won in December 3-0 over a Beau-

mont squad in Spring.
The team started playing the re-

cent season in July and the core 
group has played together since 
2019.

“It was hard work and determi-
nation,” head coach Jared Watkins 
said. “We have an all-around team 
and a really strong goalie and 
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Anger over Texas’ power 
grid failing in the face of a 
record winter freeze contin-
ued to mount Wednesday as 
millions of residents in the 
energy capital of the U.S. 
remained shivering with no 
assurances that their elec-
tricity and heat — out since 
Monday in many homes — 
would return soon or stay on 
once it finally does. 

“I know people are angry 
and frustrated,” Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said Tuesday. “So am I.”

In all, nearly 3 million 
customers in Texas still 
had no power Wednesday 
after historic snowfall and 
single-digit temperatures 
created a surge in demand 
for electricity to warm up 
homes unaccustomed to 
such extreme lows, buck-
ling the state’s power grid 
and causing widespread 
blackouts. 

The breakdown sparked

Storm 
knocks 
state’s  
energy 
pride
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